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“MARK” Series, Message #43                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE COMING TRIBULATION” 
(Text: Mark 13:14-23) 

 
•  The 13th Chapter of Mark opens with Jesus and His disciples leaving the Temple as one of them 
remarks about how magnificent the Temple is. 
 -  Jesus answered that all of those great buildings were coming down. 
 -  “There will not be left here one stone upon another.” 
 
•  Not another word was spoken until they’d reached the other side of the Kidron Valley, and sat down 
on the hillside of the Mt. of Olives looking back at the Temple. 
 - Four of them: Peter, James, Andrew and John asked Jesus, “When is that going to happen? And 
 what will be the sign that its about to take place?” 
 
•  Jesus didn’t tell them WHEN. 
 -  In fact, He told them, “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in 
 Heaven,  nor the Son, but only the Father” (vs. 32). 
 
After His resurrection ... the disciples were still wondering WHEN everything was going to happen. 
 
 Acts 1:6-8. “When they came together, they asked Jesus, ‘Lord, will you at this time restore the 
 kingdom to Israel?’ He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has 
 fixed by His own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
 and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
 earth.” 
 
JESUS didn’t tell them WHEN, but He told them WHAT was going to happen. 
 Last week, we saw in the first 13 verses ... 
  •  The TEMPLE would be destroyed. 
  •  Deceivers and false teachers would be all over the place. 
  •  Persecution was going to be pervasive, painful and even personal.  
 
We pick up where we left off in vs. 14. READ: Mark 13:14-23 
 
•  There’s ONE WORD that describes what JESUS said in these 10 VERSES:  UNPRECEDENTED! 
  
•  Most people live with a false illusion that a better day is coming. 
 -  That man is getting better and better and world peace is just a few years away. 
 
•  The Bible says the exact opposite. 
 -  There might be times of improvement here and there and from time to time. 
  •  But things are going to get much worse before they get better permanently. 
 
Matthew 24:21, “For then there will be great tribulation, such as not has been from the beginning of the 
world until now, no, and never will be.” 
 
•  It’s going to be UNPRECEDENTED. 
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Dr. MacArthur: “The Tribulation will encompass the entire world but will focus on the nation and people 
of Israel. It will mark the end of MAN’S DAY and the coming of GOD’S.” 
 
•  Jesus wasn’t the first One to warn about this. The O.T. prophets did as well. 
 
Isaiah 10:20, “In that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no more lean 
on him who struck them, but will lean on the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.” 
 -  A time is coming when most of the people of Israel will be slaughtered by an ENEMY they 
 thought was their FRIEND. Only a REMNANT will escape. 
 
Jeremiah 30:5-9. Everyone will experience excruciating pain like that of childbirth without anesthetic. 
 
Daniel 12:1, “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there 
shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time 
your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book.” 
 
Zechariah 13:8 – 14:2. 
 
Matthew, Mark & Luke all speak of that coming time of indescribable horror in the world that will focus 
on the nation of Israel. 
 -  The nation of Israel has endured incredible periods of suffering and persecution throughout 
 history. 
  •  The destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in A.D. 70 by the Romans. 
  •  The extermination of millions of Jews by Nazi Germany in the holocaust and communist   
 Russia in modern times. 
 
•  But what the nation of Israel will experience in the end times will vastly eclipse all of that. 
 -  It will be UNPRECEDENTED! 
 
The first thing Jesus warns us about is: 
(1) UNPRECEDENTED DESOLATION (Mark 13:14a) 
 -  The event that activates the beginning of all this will be “the abomination of desolation.” 
 -  Matthew 24:15, “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet 
 Daniel.” 
 -  Luke says, “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has 
 come near” (Luke 21:20). 
 -  Mark says, “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where he ought not to be 
 (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains” (Mark 13:14). 
  
•  The use of the word YOU here (when Jesus was talking to His disciples on the Mount of Olives. Often 
called the Olivet Discourse) doesn’t refer to the disciples or to anyone else living at the time. 
 -  Instead, it refers prophetically to those who will be living in the end time, just before He returns. 
 
•  The prophet DANIEL referred to the abomination of desolation three times (Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11). 
 -  Most people familiar with history know about ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, who ruled Palestine 
 from 175-165 B.C.).  He took the name THEOS EPIPHANES which meant “manifest god.” 
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•  His enemies called him ANTIOCHUS EPIMANES, which meant “madman ” or “the insane one.” 
 -  He slaughtered untold thousands of Jewish men. Sold their wives and children into slavery. 
 -  He tried to completely eliminate the Jewish religion. 
 -  But his most heinous act was when he desecrated the Temple by sacrificing a PIG, the most 
 contemptible animal to the Jews, the most ceremonially unclean of all animals, on the altar. 
 -  He made the priests eat its flesh and setup a pagan idol of Zeus in the Temple. 
 
•  Those actions by ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES were simply a PREVIEW of the even greater abomination 
of desolation to be committed by the ANTICHRIST in the end times. 
 
Dr. Phillips: “When the Antichrist arrives, he will eventually become the world dictator. Satan will have at 
last achieved the goal for which he has been striving ever since the days of Nimrod – a world empire 
ruled by his own man. Once the Antichrist is seated on the throne of global power and dominion, he will 
unveil his secret plans by seizing the rebuilt Jewish temple in Jerusalem. He will put his own image in the 
Holy of Holies of that temple, endow the image with life, give it the power to kill, and demand that 
everyone receive his mark (the famous ‘mark of the beast’) as a badge of allegiance and worship his 
image. Those who refuse will be exterminated.” 
 
When you see that happen, Jesus said, expect: 
(2) UNPRECEDENTED DESPERATION (Mark 13:14b-18) 
 -  “Flee! Run for your lives!” 
 -  The moment the Antichrist’s image is in the Temple, his soldiers will seal off every exit from the 
 city of Jerusalem. 
 -  His army will patrol the roads and highways. Once that happens it will be too late to escape. 
 -  Jesus warned how instantly desperate the times will be: 
  •  Verse 15. If you’re on the top of your house, don’t go down and try to get something. Run! 
  •  Verse 16. If you’re in the field, don’t even go back to get your coat. 
 
Matthew 24:20, “But woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those days! But 
pray that your flight may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath.” 
 -  Those with small children may not make it. 
 -  Those who are pregnant or have little babies will struggle to escape. 
 -  If the weather is bad, it could mean the difference between life and death. 
 -  If it’s on a Sabbath, some may not feel they can flee to save their own lives because of an old 
 Jewish regulation. 
 
Zechariah 13:8-9 makes it clear not every Jew will make it. 
 -  In fact, he said that “two thirds shall be cut off and perish” and only “one third shall be left alive.” 
 -  Vs. 9, God says, “I will put this third into the fire, and refine them as one refines silver, and test 
 them as gold is tested.” 
 
•  Matthew 24:21 tells us, the holocaust of that day will surpass every other catastrophe that has “ever 
occurred since the beginning of the world until now.” 
 
It will be an unimaginable situation characterized by: 
(3) UNPRECEDENTED DEVASTATION (Mark 13:19-20) 
 -  The horrifying events of the Tribulation are beyond our ability to completely comprehend. 
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One commentator said: “Many savage persecutions have been perpetrated in the long, sad march of 
history, but the Great Tribulation holocaust will dwarf them all. Satan and the Antichrist will try to make a 
clean sweep of every last Jew on this planet, of every convert of the 144,000 witnesses, and of every 
lingering reminder of the Judeo-Christian faith. Scenes of carnage and cruelty will be global in extent and 
horrific in kind.” 
 
•  Besides the unimaginable evil of the Antichrist and his demonic forces, the Book of Revelation details 
the escalating intensity of God’s wrath upon sinful, rebellious mankind. (Revelation 6 – 16) 
  
•  The best way to understand what happens during that period of time is to follow 3 unfolding scenes in 
the Book of Revelation. 
 1. There are SEVEN SEALS (not animals but seals of a scroll). 
  •  There are scrolls being opened. 
 2.   There are SEVEN TRUMPETS 
 3. There are SEVEN BOWLS 
  •  Those constitute judgments.  
 
•  They unfold sequentially, almost telescopically. (Out of one comes the other.) 
 -  You have SEVEN SEALS and out of the seventh seal come the SEVEN TRUMPETS. 
  •  From the seventh trumpet comes the SEVEN BOWL judgments. 
  •  The SEVEN BOWL judgments come in rapid-fire succession. 
 
•  In Revelation 5, the scroll with seven seals, is opened by a Lamb “standing as though it had been 
slain.” 
 -  Revelation 5:5 says this is “the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, who has conquered, 
 so that He can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
 -  This LAMB is none other than our RESURRECTED LORD, JESUS CHRIST! 
 
Satan has had his day. Now God has His and the devastation will be unprecedented. 
 -  Worldwide famine. 
 -  A fourth of the earth is killed by famine, pestilence, the sword and wild beasts. 
  •  Men and animals turn on each other. 
 -  There are earthquakes and massive disruption in the skies with the sun, moon and stars suddenly 
 thrown into utter chaos. 
  •  The sun will become black, the moon like blood.  
 -  There’ll be hail and fire, mixed with blood, thrown to the earth. 
  •  A third of the earth will be burned up. A third of the trees will be burned up and all green  
  grass will be incinerated. (Revelation 8:7) 
 
Mark 13:20. “And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But for the 
sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days.” 
 -  The best rendering of that is God will supernaturally shorten the daylight hours in order to give 
 His fleeing people the added protection of more darkness. 
 
•  The length of the Tribulation will be 7 years. The first 3½ years will be peaceful and uneventful. 
 -  The final 3½ years will be dreadful and unbearable.  
  •  Ironically, it will be the same time span as covered by the Lord’s earthly ministry. 
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Revelation 12:14 describes it as “a time, and times, and half a time.” 
Revelation 13:5 says it is “forty-two months.” 
Revelation 11:3 calls it “1,260 days.” 
 
Finally, there will be: 
(4) UNPRECEDENTED DEVIATION (Mark 13:21-23) 
 -  People will be looking for help and hope. 
 -  They will be exhausted, emotionally drained and vulnerable. 
 
One commentator said: “The people who listened to Jesus’ advice to flee to the mountains and are 
protected by God from harm will also be especially vulnerable to false teaching and promises. Having 
left their homes with only the clothes on their backs, they will not have the least security of material 
possessions. Many of them will have left families and friends behind and will be strangers to each other. 
 It seems evident from Jesus’ warning here that false teachers will infiltrate the company of those 
who flee. Those false teachers will be Satan’s emissaries who hope to entice Jews and believers away 
from their refuge and into the hands of the Antichrist. They will share his satanic desire to annihilate all 
Jews and Christians.” 
 
•  It won’t be instantly obvious who these false teachers and false Christ’s are. 
 -  They’ll just deviate a little here and there. Like false teachers do today. 
 
Verse 23. Jesus said, “I’m telling you ahead of time so you can be on your guard.” 
 
•  They’ll be slick. They’ll perform signs and wonders.  
 -  They’ll be so good even some who are saved might start having second thoughts. 
  
•  But we have the Scriptures.  A more sure word of prophecy, (2 Peter 1:19), “to which you will do well to 
pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts.”  
 -  We have a God-given calendar. Just remain in hiding until the 1,260 days are over. 
 -  And don’t be fooled by signs, wonders and miracles. 
 
TWO FINAL THOUGHTS: 
(1) Some of you must be thinking: “WILL WE BE HERE FOR THAT?” 
 -  I believe the N.T. teaches we won’t be here. 
 -  Matthew 24:37, “As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the coming of the Son 
 of Man.” (God provided a way out – an ARK of safety.) 
 -  1 Thessalonian 5:9, “For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our 
 Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 -  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
(2) Instead of musing about dates we need to be MAKING DISCIPLES. 
 -  Acts 1:7-8, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by His own 
 authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
 witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
•  We don’t need to worry about WHAT’S COMING. We need to focus on WHO’S GOING. 


