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“MARK” Series, Message #42                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE UNVEILING OF THE FUTURE” 
(Text: Mark 13:1-8) 

 
•  I want to read two brief passages of Scripture as we begin this morning.  
 -  Both from the pen of the Apostle Paul to his young son in the faith, Timothy. 
 -  Both warnings of what’s coming in the last days. (The end times.) 
 
2 Timothy 3:1-5, “But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people 
will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, 
unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, 
reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of 
godliness, but denying its power.” 
 
2 Timothy 4:3-4, “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching 
ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” 
 
•  Just from listening to those two passages, you’d have to conclude we are living in the “end times.” 
 -  We may even be living in the “last days” of the “end times.” 
 
That’s the subject of our text this morning. 
 -  Jesus was only hours away from being crucified on a cruel, Roman cross. 
 -  The disciples had no idea what all was about to happen to Him and to them. 
 
•  They’re walking out of the temple, after just witnessing the amazing testimony of the unnamed widow, 
as she placed two small copper coins in the treasury. 
 -  Jesus used the opportunity as a teachable moment to remind His disciples (and us as well) of two 
 things: 
  (1) He knows what we give or don’t give. 
  (2) We should always give Him our best. 
 
•  We pick up the narrative in Mark 13, verse 1.  (READ: Mark 13:1-13) 
 
•  The verses before us are the account of Jesus’ final day of His public ministry. 
 -  It’s Wednesday of what is called PASSION WEEK. 
 -  On Thursday, Jesus will celebrate the PASSOVER with His disciples in an upper room of the 
 home of an unnamed man Jesus told them had already made all the preparations (Mark 14:13-14). 
 -  On Friday, He will be crucified. 
 -  On Sunday, He will rise from the dead. 
 
Notice, first of all ...  
(1) A TIME OF DESTRUCTION (Mark 13:1-2) 
 -  As they were walking out of the Temple, one of His disciples said, “Look, Teacher, this really is a 
 magnificent place.”  
 -  It was an impressive structure. A tribute to Solomon’s engineers and Herod’s builders. 
 -  Some of those stones measured 20-40 feet long and weighed more than 100 tons. 
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•  We’re not told which disciple made the comment to the Lord about the magnificence of the Temple. 
 -  It was an architectural masterpiece and, in fact, this temple wasn’t even completed yet. 
 -  Herod the Great had begun work on it in 20 B.C. 
  •  It wouldn’t be completed until 64 A.D., having taken some 85 years to build. 
  •  We’re talking about a massive, magnificent facility that the Jews were very proud of. 
 
•  So, it must’ve stunned the disciples when they heard Jesus say, “There will not be left here one stone 
upon another that will not be thrown down.” 
 -  Can you imagine how they would’ve reacted? “This is all coming down???” 
 
•  That’s exactly what happened. 
 -  In 70 A.D., the Romans came and invaded Jerusalem. Much of the city and all of the Temple was 
 destroyed. (Titus, the Roman general) 
  •  All that is left today of that Temple is what the Jews call THE WAILING WALL. 
 
•  The actual destruction of the Temple began when Jesus was on the cross. 
 -  At the moment of His death the curtain in the Temple, the width of a man’s hand, separating the 
 rest of the Temple from the Holy of Holies, was ripped in two from top to bottom. 
 (Matthew 27:50-51) 
  •  There was also a huge earthquake. 
 
•  The tearing of the veil signaled an end to Judaism and all the ritualism that accompanied it. (Hebrews 
10:19-22) 
  •  40 years later, Jesus would summon the Roman army to come and pull it all down forever. 
 
“There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 
 -  When Jesus made that prediction, the disciples were puzzled both by HOW it could happen and 
 WHEN it would happen. 
  
(1) A TIME OF DESTRUCTION 
(2) A TIME OF DECEPTION (Mark 13:3-6) 
 -  Apparently, there wasn’t much said after Jesus made that statement and they made their way 
 across the Kidron Valley to the Mount of Olives. 
 -  It would’ve been the perfect vantage point for them to look back and see the Temple in all  
 its glory. 
 -  It was there, as they sat on the Mount of Olives, that Peter, James, John and Andrew asked Him, 
 privately, “When will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are about to 
 be accomplished?” (vs. 4) 
 
Verse 5. Jesus said, “See that no one leads you astray. Here’s what’s going to happen.” 
 -  From there, He begins to unveil to them what’s going to happen. 
 -  The first ingredient in the recipe of ruin for the last days will be DECEPTION. 
 -  Vs. 6, “Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray.” 
  •  Underline the word MANY. And understand the “he” here is Christ. 
   -  Many will rise up and claim to be the Christ. There will be many false messiahs. 
 -  Remember Paul’s warning that people will no longer want “sound doctrine”? 
  •  Instead, they will opt for doctrine that “sounds good”? (We’re seeing that today.) 
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One commentator said: “In every age there have been those who have claimed to be Christ. In our day 
there is the false Jesus of the cults, or the false Jesus of the gurus of eastern religions, or the false Jesus 
of liberal theologians. God’s people need to be careful that the Jesus we follow is the Jesus we see in 
the pages of the New Testament ... The thing we have to look for is the character of the teacher and the 
content of his message. Is it consistent with the Word of God?” 
 
Verse 22, “For false Christ’s and false prophets will arise and perform signs and wonders, to lead astray, 
if possible, the elect.” 
 -  They can’t lead the elect (saved) astray. 
 -  But they will lead false followers, those who aren’t true believers, to follow them. 
 
•  These false teachers, in the last days, will be slick and perform signs that seem to authenticate the 
validity of what they’re saying. 
 -  Some people think a huge crowd in a stadium somewhere verifies the truth. 
  •  No it just proves the statement P.T. Barnum made that “a sucker is born every minute.” 
  •  The sad thing is this circus is leading people right into an eternity without Christ. 
 
Tony Campolo said, “When we listen to the Muslim mystics as they talk about Jesus and their love for 
Jesus, I must say it’s a lot closer to New Testament Christianity than a lot of Christians.” 
 -  The Muslim Jesus, the Jesus of Islam is NOT the same Jesus as the Jesus in the Bible. 
  •  They claim Jesus was a mere man and not God. He didn’t die or rise from the dead. 
  •  He went to Heaven like Elijah. He can’t provide atonement for anyone’s sins or salvation. 
  •  He is subservient and submissive to the prophet Mohammed, who is the true prophet. 
  •  Right now, he is standing next to ALLAH waiting to be sent back. 
 
Why does ALLAH send him back? To correct all the Christians who misunderstood who he was and to 
straighten them out that he wasn’t God, didn’t die and didn’t rise from the dead. 
 -  This is their view of the true Christ. Our Jesus is their Antichrist and our Antichrist is their 
 redeemer. 
 -  Islam also teaches that EVERYONE who doesn’t convert to Islam is an infidel and must be put to 
 death. 
 
•  Don’t be so quick to rejoice when a Muslim says they love Jesus. Or a Mormon or a Jehovah’s Witness, 
or a Moonie. THEY DON’T. 
 -  Any other Jesus than the true Jesus is NOT JESUS! 
 -  And if you worship any other Jesus other than the TRUE JESUS, you’re doomed.  
 
So Jesus predicts: 
(1) A TIME OF DESTRUCTION 
(2)  A TIME OF DECEPTION 
 
Thirdly, He told them to expect: 
(3) A TIME OF DISASTER (Mark 13:7-8) 
 -  These two verses could’ve been written last night about our world. 
 -  Wars and rumors of wars, nation rising against nation and kingdom against kingdom. 
 -  Wars between nations and kingdoms have been a reality down through the history of man. 
  • In the end times, Jesus said war would take on a vast, new, horrific dimension. 
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One commentator said: “World War II added new dimensions of horror to the waging of war. Weapons 
became more sophisticated, more nations were involved, casualties skyrocketed – and science gave us 
the atomic bomb. Two small atomic bombs, dropped on strategic cities, brought Japan to its knees. Now 
we have sophisticated nuclear warheads, intercontinental ballistic missiles, laser weapons, platforms in 
space – and even rogue nations willing to arm terrorists with bacteriological weapons and other 
weapons of mass destruction.” 
 
Verse 8. Not only will there be WARS, but there will also be EARTHQUAKES and FAMINES. 

-  Scientists have mapped the major earthquake zones of the entire earth and they can explain in 
the most minute detail the tectonic forces that cause them. 

  •  But man is still unable to accurately predict them, much less prevent them. 
 
•  There will also be FAMINES. 
 -  Virtually every night on the news, we see the horrifying scenes of drought and famine all over 
 the world. 
 -  The vast numbers of children who go to bed every night, all over the world, hungry, starving, 
 malnourished, is incalculable. 
 
•  In Matthew’s account of what scholars call the Olivet Discourse, what Jesus told His disciples about 
the end times, in the King James Version, it’s translated “wars, famines, pestilences and earthquakes” 
(Matthew 24:7) 
  
John Phillips: “The same twentieth century that brought us global warfare also handed us chemical and 
bacteriological weapons as a means of adding new dimensions of horror to war. And now we have ‘the 
Hot Zone,’ where a new and deadly virus lurks in the equatorial forests of the world, in remote jungle 
caves and mountains among the trees. It is called the Ebola virus. It is so deadly that it makes the AIDS 
virus look like a mild case of the flu. It kills nine out of ten of its victims, and it does so quickly and 
gruesomely. Even biohazard experts are terrified of it. Those who are infected become human virus 
bombs. They bleed from all of the orifices of the body. They are deadly to touch or help.” 
 -  Just recently, we’ve watched as a doctor with SAMARITAN’S PURSE, who used to live here  in Ft. 
Worth, was saved and miraculously cured after having contracted the Ebola virus. 
  •  He is the rare exception when it comes to this deadly virus. 
 
Verse 8.  Jesus said, “When you see these things happen, just know they are just the beginning of the 
birth pains of the very end of the age.” 
 
(1) A TIME OF DESTRUCTION 
(2) A TIME OF DECEPTION 
(3) A TIME OF DISASTER 
 
As if that weren’t enough, Jesus said there’s also coming: 
(4) A TIME OF DISTRESS (Mark 13:9-13) 
 -  All of the things Jesus mentioned were horrible. But now things were going to get personal. 
 -  “But be on your guard . . .” 
 WHY? Here’s what’s coming: 
 (a) Formal Beatings (vs. 9-11) 
  •  James, the brother of John, was the first martyr of the church. He was beheaded. 
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•  Peter and John were beaten and told not to speak in the name of Jesus. 
 -  Down through the centuries, Satan has used Roman Caesars, Spanish inquisitors, Holy Roman 
 emperors, Communist Commissars, Diabolical dictators and terrorist organizations like ISIS. 
 -  Today, it’s worse than it’s ever been. 
 
•  It’s been estimated that more Christians, worldwide, have been martyred for the cause of Christ in the 
21st century than in all of the previous 20 centuries put together.  
  
2 Timothy 3:12, “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 
  
 -  Jesus said in the end times, Christians will be called before the authorities. 
  •  Some will lose their jobs for being a Christian.  
  •  Everyone will face persecution. Some will face beatings and some will die for their faith.  
   -  That’s happening right now and it’s going to get worse. 
 
Verse 10. “And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations.” 
 -  Some people believe that’s already happened. 
 -  Almost 3,000 language groups still have no translation of the Scripture. 
 
Verse 11. “Don’t worry about what you’ll say. The Holy Spirit will give you the words!” 
 -  What an encouragement. In our darkest hour, the Holy Spirit will illuminate our lives so the light 
 of the gospel and the glory of Christ can shine and He can speak through us. 
 
 (a) Formal Beatings  
 (b) Family Betrayals (vs. 12-13) 
  •  Jesus told them not only would they be persecuted by the Jews and Gentiles, but their   
  own families would turn on them. 
  •  Brother will betray brother to death. A father will turn on his child. Children on their parents. 
   -  Can you imagine what went through their minds when they heard that? 
   -  “Our own families are going to turn on us.” 
  •  The greatest hurt comes when those closest to you betray you. 
   -  An enemy can’t betray you. You expect them to do that.  
   -  When betrayal comes from a friend or family member – that’s deadly. 
 
Verse 13. One more thing, Jesus said, “And you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved.” 
 -  False Christians won’t be able to handle it. Phony followers will fall away. 
 -  But genuine believers, authentic followers of Jesus will be fine. 
 
James 1:2-4, “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the 
testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 
 -  The testing of your faith produces endurance.  
 -  The testing of your faith proves to you that it’s the real thing. 
 
•  So Jesus gave them warnings, promises, comfort and even hope in the face of what was to come. 
 -  I can sum it up in one sentence: Stay faithful to the end and you’ll be fine. 


