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“MARK” Series, Message #41                                      Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE WIDOW’S MIGHT” 
(Text: Mark 12:41-44) 

 
•  We come in our study of the Gospel of MARK to a fascinating passage of Scripture. 
 -  Only 4 simple verses. Yet they are powerful, profound verses. 
 
•  What happens in our text is quite a contrast to what we saw last week. 
 -  Last time we saw the FALSE TEACHERS (vs. 38-40). 
 -  Today, we’ll see a FABULOUS TESTIMONY (vs. 41-44). 
  •  It’s the story of an unnamed widow, who so moved the heart of our Lord, He used her and  
  what she did  as a teachable moment to help train the men He called His disciples. 
 
•  This is a teachable moment for us as well. 
 -  If someone were looking for the Lord’s disciples today, wouldn’t you want them to look for you? 
 
•  Our text gives us the account of what happened and the message Jesus wanted His disciples to get. 
 -  Let’s pray we all get the message, too! 
 
•  This lady had a powerful testimony. I hope you do, too. I hope every one of us does. 
 
READ: MARK 12:41-44 
  
•  What a contrast between this poor widow and the superficial Scribes & phony Pharisees of vs. 38-40. 
 -  They were obsessed with long flowing robes that caught people’s attention. 
  •  She was wearing widow’s clothing. Nothing special. 
 -  They were concerned with being greeted correctly in the marketplace and honored. 
  •  She went virtually unnoticed wherever she went. 
 -  They were always treated to the chief seats in the synagogue when they went to worship. 
  •  She probably sat in the back all by herself. 
 -  They loved hanging out with the upper crust of society. 
  •  She was probably grateful to find a few crumbs just to get by every day. 
 -  They wanted to get everything they could out of life. 
  •  She wanted to give everything she could in life. 
 -  They received the CONDEMNATION of the Lord. 
  •  She received the COMMENDATION of the Lord. 
 
•  It’s amazing to me how little some Bible commentators make of what Mark says happened here. 
 Jesus made a BIG DEAL of it. 
  •  One commentator says this passage has nothing to do with giving and that it’s all about  
  the Scribes and Pharisees. (I’ll let you decide that.) 
 
Notice first of all, 
(1) WHERE HE SAT (Mark 12:41) 
 -  These are the final moments when Jesus was in the Temple. 
 -  He chose the treasury as the place where He would give His final teaching before leaving the 
 Temple forever. 
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•  He contrasts the phony goodness of the religious leaders with the genuine faithfulness of the poor 
widow. 
 
Dr. Phillips: “Tired of contention the Lord now left the porches and ascended the steps that led from ‘the 
terrace’ into the temple precincts. The treasury was located in the Court of the Women, which occupied 
a space of about two hundred square feet and was surrounded by a colonnade. Inside and against the 
wall were thirteen trumpet-shaped boxes. These ‘trumpets’ bore various inscriptions, designating to what 
purpose the various gifts were directed. Nine were for legal dues, temple taxes, and the like; four were 
for voluntary contributions.” 
 
•  Because it was Passover, Jerusalem was filled with worshipers and people were giving tremendous 
amounts of money. 
 -  The wealthy were throwing in money by the handfuls. 
 -  Some were giving cheerfully, others grudgingly. 
  •  Some were giving because they wanted to. Others because they felt they had to. 
 
Not much has changed over the years. That still happens every week in every church in every city, 
town, village and hamlet all over the world. 
 
(1) WHERE HE SAT in the Temple, against the treasury. 
(2) WHAT HE SAW (Mark 12:41b-42) 
 -  The Lord watched them all and saw it all. 
 -  He was on His way to the cross where He would give everything He could possibly give. 
 -  Here He was now, sitting “opposite the treasury,” watching what others were giving. 
  •  Jesus is interested in what we do with our money. (The money He gives us.) 
  
•  The Bible NEVER SAYS money is evil. Rather, it says the love of money is the root of all kinds of evils 
(1 Timothy 6:10). 
 
Verse 41. “So He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the 
offering box.”  
 -  We have offering boxes here at Crossroads. How many of you knew that? 
  
•  Did you know Jesus watches what you put in those? Or what you don’t? 
 -  “Well, we give online.” (That’s great. And a lot of our people do.) 
  • You think Jesus knows what you give online? Or what you don’t? 
 
•  Jesus “sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the offering box.” 
 -  He saw the wealthy putting in a lot. 
   
•  If God has blessed you with a large salary or a large inheritance you should give large. 
 1 Corinthians 16:2. Paul says we should give in accordance with our blessings. “As God has 
 prospered us.” 
 -  Everything we have comes from God. Everything you get is because God has given it to you. 
 
Deuteronomy 8:18, “Remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to produce 
wealth and so confirms His covenant.” (NIV) 
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ILL. Take “The Blessing Test” Go home and make a list of all the things that God had nothing to do with. 
  
DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA . . . how many people live on God’s earth (that they had nothing to do with), 
eat God’s food (that they had nothing to do with), drink God’s water, breathe God’s air, use the 
resources God put in the ground, enjoy a body with a heart, lungs, ears, eyes, hands, feet, brain, 
blood vessels, etc., (that they had nothing to do with), and yet they never give a thing or barely give 
ANYTHING to God and yet they think everything they have belongs to them. 
 
ILL. Count Your Many Blessings name them one by one ... and it will surprise you what the Lord has 
done. 
 
•  Friend, you and I don’t own a thing. None of it belongs to us and we’ll find that out the day we draw our 
last breath.  
 
READ: Luke 12:16-21. The Parable of the RICH FOOL.  
“But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 
 
TWO IMPORTANT FACTS: 
(1) Everyone and every thing belongs to God. 
 Psalm 24:1-2, “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell 
 therein, for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.” 
(2) God is the One Who determines the number of your days. 
 Psalm 139:16, “Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in 
 your book before one of them came to be.” (NIV) 
 Psalm 39:4-5, “Show me, Lord, my life’s end and the number of my days; let me know how 
 fleeting my life is. You have made my days a mere handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing 
 before you. Everyone is but a breath, even those who seem secure.” (NIV) 
 
Verse 42. “And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which makes a penny.” 
 
Dr. Phillips: “Little did she know whose eyes were watching her that day! Little did she know that the 
Lord of Glory ‘sat over against the treasury’ that day! Little did she know who had looked into her purse! 
Little did she know what joy she had brought to the Savior – a ray of sunshine on a dark and gloomy day 
of controversy, a glow in the gloom that was now gathering all about Him on His way to the cross. Little 
did she know that her gift that day would find its way into the Gospels, and that for the next two 
thousand years her generosity would be talked about and preached about to the very ends of the earth!” 
 
JOSEPHUS, the Jewish historian, said: “The religious performance among these scribes and Pharisees 
had reached such an absurd state of affairs that some of the Pharisees, before they made their 
contribution to the great collection box, actually summoned a trumpeter to go before them to get 
everybody’s attention.” 
 
Matthew 6:2, “When you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others.” 
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•  They wanted to be seen by men. They wanted the affirmation of men. 
 -  And Jesus said, “They have their reward.” 
 
Acts 5. ANANIAS and SAPPHIRA received the jaw-dropping praise of men. But faced the judgment of 
God and dropped dead in front of the apostles and all of the people. 
 -  WHY? Because they were lying about what they were giving? (Acts 5:3). 
 
Jesus saw this poor widow come in and witnessed what she did. He called His disciples and notice ... 
(3) WHAT HE SAID (Mark 12:43-44) 
 -  Jesus called His disciples over and pointed out what this widow had just done. 
 (a) What she gave 
  •  “She has given more that all those who are contributing to the offering box.” 
   -  On human scales that wasn’t true. 
   -  But God weighs things on a different set of scales. 
 (b) How she gave 
  •  “She out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
  •  She gave sacrificially. The others gave out of their plenty. She gave out of her poverty. 
 
Oswald Smith: “It’s not how much of my money will I give to God, but how much of God’s money will I 
keep for myself.” 
 
Dr. Warren Wiersbe: “It’s not the PORTION of our giving but the PROPORTION that is important.” 
 -  The Bible says we should give in accordance with our blessings (1 Corinthians 16:2). 
 -  If everyone had given that day, like the poor widow had given, that would’ve been an incredible 
 offering. 
 
Dr. John Walvoord: “Jesus used her example to teach the disciples the value God places on 
wholehearted commitment. Their own commitment to Jesus would soon be severely tested.” (C/14) 
 
John Phillips: “I have often wondered what she found when she arrived home penniless that day. Did 
the Lord send Judas with a gift? Just a few days earlier, the Lord had received Zacchaeus’ pledge: ‘Half 
of my goods I give to the poor’ (Luke 19:8). Did the Lord touch the heart of that penitent publican and 
direct his steps to that poor widow’s door? We shall never know. But one thing we can anticipate – great 
will be her reward in heaven.” 
 
FOUR OBSERVATIONS: 
1. Don’t put on an act. Jesus isn’t impressed with cheap theatrics. Hypocrisy has dire consequences. 
 -  You can’t dress up disobedience or selfishness. (Foolishness) 
2. Giving isn’t a matter of how much you give, but rather how much of God’s money you keep. 
 -  The tithe is a great place to start, but a horrible place to stop. 
3. It’s not a matter of who gives the most. Rather, have we given our best? 
4. Don’t compare your giving with what the poor widow gave or anybody else. 
 -  Compare your giving with what Jesus gave. 
 
•  This JESUS Who COMMENDED the widow for giving her all literally, gave His all on Calvary’s cross for 
us.  
 -  The question is: WHAT WILL WE GIVE IN RESPONSE?   


