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“MARK” Series, Message #40                                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“JESUS CAN HANDLE YOUR QUESTIONS” 
(Text: Mark 12:13-40) 

 
Verse 13 sets the stage for our passage this morning. 
 “And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him in his talk.” 
 
•  Jesus had confronted these clowns and exposed the wickedness of their hearts and the hypocrisy of 
their lives in the parable that went too far (Mark 12:1-12). 
  
REMEMBER the parable about the Vineyard and the wicked tenants? (Mark 12:1-11) 
 -  The Owner planted a vineyard and made every provision for it to be a success. 
 -  When the season came, he sent a servant to get some of the fruit. They beat him and sent him  
 back empty-handed. 
 -  He sent another servant who was beaten and treated shamefully. 
 -  He sent another servant and they killed him. 
 -  He sent many other servants. Some they beat, and some they killed. 
 -  Finally, he decided to send his son. Thinking they would surely respect him. 
  •  When the son came, the servants killed him and threw him out of the vineyard. 
 
1. The MAN who planted the vineyard was GOD. 
2. The VINEYARD was the nation of ISRAEL (Isaiah 5). 
3. The TENANTS were the RELIGIOUS LEADERS of Israel. 
4. The SERVANTS who were sent were the PROPHETS. 
5. The SON was the Lord, JESUS CHRIST. 
 
•  They got it. They understood the parable. They knew who He was talking about. 
 -  Verse 12b. “He’s talking about us!  
 
Verse 12c. “So they left him and went away.” 
 -   But not for long. They’re back in the very next verse trying to trap him. 
 
Verse 13. “And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him in his 
talk.” 
 
Have you ever heard the saying: “THE ENEMY OF MY ENEMY HAS BECOME MY FRIEND?” 
 -  That’s exactly what happened here. 
 -  The Pharisees and Herodians couldn’t stand each other. They hated one another. 
   
One commentator said: “The Pharisees and Herodians were two sects that co-existed in the land of 
Israel with an uneasy kind of relationship. The Pharisees were the most religious; the Herodians were the 
least religious. The Pharisees were most concerned with the Law of God. The Herodians were most 
concerned with the Law of Rome. The Pharisees were most devoted to Israel. The Herodians were most 
devoted to Caesar. The Pharisees were intensely religious. The Herodians were intensely political. 
Essentially, the Pharisees hated the Herodians; they had sold their soul. They were sycophants to Rome. 
The Pharisees despised them. To be a Herodian meant you were a follower of the Herods.” 
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“Herod Antipas was the Governor of Galilee and Perea and wasn’t even a Jew. The Pharisees despised 
the Herodians. But the Pharisees saw the Herodians as useful to them.” 
 -  So, these two unlikely allies came to Jesus with two separate attempts to trap Him.  
 
This passage really revolves around THREE QUESTIONS. 
 -  JESUS is the great question – answerer. 
  •  He has the final answer on all the great questions of life. 
 
•  If you’re trying to get your ANSWERS anywhere else, you’re not going to get the RIGHT ANSWER. 
 -  We need to take our QUESTIONS to JESUS. 
  •  That’s what they did here. But remember, they were trying to TRAP HIM. 
 
Notice, the first question had to do with ... 
(1) POLITICAL AUTHORITIES (Mark 12:13-17) 
 -  “And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him in his talk.” 
 -  Here was the question: “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 
 -  They thought, if He won’t submit to our authority, He won’t submit to the political authorities. 
  •  And the Romans will arrest Him and we’ll be rid of Him. 
 
Verse 13. The word for “trap” is the same word used to describe hunters catching a wild animal. 
 
Verse 14. “Teacher, we know that you are true and do not care about anyone’s opinion. For you are not 
swayed by appearances, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not? Should 
we pay them, or should we not?” 
 
One way or another, Jesus was going to offend someone. 
 -  If He said, “No.” the Herodians would’ve erupted and accused Him of insurrection and rebellion.” 
 -  If He said, “Yes, ” the people would turn against Him because He was favoring Rome and they 
 were looking for a Messiah who would overthrow Rome. Not underwrite it. 
 
•  So the PHARISEES were expecting Him to say no, which would basically agree with them and He’d get 
arrested for treason. 
 
Verses 15-17. Jesus’ answer is a classic. (His answers always are!) 
 
 (a) The Authority of Government (vs. 15-17a) 
  •  He told them to bring Him a DENARIUS. (A day’s wages.) 
  •  Remember, they were in the Temple where only Jewish coins were legal tender. 
   -  So, someone would’ve had to have brought one with them. (Which I’m sure they did.) 
   
  •  Verse 16. “Whose likeness and inscription is this?”  
   -  They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” 
   -  Vs. 17.  Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s.” 
 
•  Jesus affirmed the authority of government. 
 -  Romans 13:1, “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
 except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.” 
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1 Timothy 2:1-2, “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet 
life, godly and dignified in every way.” 
 -  We are called to submit to the governing authorities and even to pray for them. 
 
•  You and I can’t provide our own roads, our own water supply, and our own police protection. 
 -  We receive certain privileges and certain benefits from government. 
 -  Jesus was saying, “If you are going to receive the benefits, you also have to accept certain 
 responsibilities.” 
 
 Then, He spoke to: 
 (b) The Authority of God (vs. 17b) 
  •  “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s. 
  •  There are two realms of authority in our lives: the realm of government and the realm of God. 
  •  Just as Caesar’s image was inscribed on the coins, the Bible says that God has inscribed His 
  image on our hearts. 
 
O.S. Hawkins: “Most Christians would never entertain the thought of not paying their property taxes, 
sales taxes, or income taxes: they know that this rendering to Caesar what belongs to him is right and 
good and required by law. And yet an alarming number of Jesus’ professed followers seldom, if ever, 
render to God the things that are God’s . . . and in the process they rob Him.” 
 
How do we know what belongs to Caesar? Caesar tells us. 
How do we know what belongs to GOD? God tells us. (It begins with the tithe.) 
 
O.S. HAWKINS (The Jesus Code): “When we rob God of His “tithes and offerings,” that act triggers a 
chain of robberies – and we are complicit in each of those as well. When we rob God of His tithes, we 
rob His church of its ability to minister in His name. We also rob the world of the gospel by limiting many 
worthy and effective missionary enterprises. But on an even more personal level, we rob ourselves of 
great blessings, for ‘it is more blessed to give than to receive’ (Acts 20:35).”  
 
•  Jesus answered their question and Mark says, “They marveled at him” (vs. 17c). 
 -  The word means: “wondered beyond measure.”  They couldn’t get over it. 
 -  They came to MESS with Him and wound up AMAZED by Him.” (That always happens.) 
 -  They came to TRAP Him and got caught by His wisdom and His grace. 
 
The question of:  (1)  POLITICAL AUTHORITIES 
 -  The Pharisees and Herodians couldn’t get anywhere with Jesus.  
 
So, the SADUCEES came up to Him. Their question had to do with: 
(2) SPIRITUAL REALITIES (Mark 12:18-27) 
 -  Mark tells us right up front what a scam this was. Notice vs. 18. 
 -  “And Sadducees came to him, who say there is no resurrection. And they asked him a question.” 
  •  These guys didn’t believe in the resurrection or life after death. 
  •  They didn’t believe in angels or spirits or any kind of invisible realities. 
 -  Yet their question has to do with the resurrection. 
 -  Vs. 23, “In the resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will she be?” 
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•  That was an absurd, contrived story, concocted just to try to trap Jesus. 
 -  The real issue was their willful unbelief. They didn’t want to believe in Jesus. 
 
•  People still do that today. They’ll use questions to avoid the REAL question. 
 Questions like . . . Where did Cain get his wife? 
 -  What about the natives in the farthest corners of the world who’ve never heard about God? 
 -  Can God make a rock so big He can’t pick it up? 
   
•  It’s all an attempt to keep from answering the REAL question: DO YOU KNOW JESUS?  
 
Verse 24. Jesus answered them: “You don’t know the Scriptures or the power of God.” 
 -  The Sadducees were religious legalists, even more so than the Pharisees. 
 -  They believed all truth was subordinate to the writings of Moses. (First 5 books of the Bible.) 
 
Verse 25 has bothered people for centuries. Jesus said, “For when they rise from the dead, they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.” 
 -  Jesus wasn’t saying we are all going to become angels.  
 
Dr. Vines: “He was saying that the power of God is going to transform life in the afterlife to a new and 
different plane of existence. The marriage relationship, so beautiful and meaningful right now, is going to 
be insignificant in comparison to what God is going to do by His power in the afterlife.” 
 -  You and I don’t need to worry about what God does. He does all things well. 
 -  Whatever God does and however He does it, you’ll be happy with it for all eternity. 
 
Verse 26-27.  “As for the dead being raised,” which was a central issue to their unbelief, “have you not 
read in the book of Moses, how God said, “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob?” He is not God of the dead, but of the living.” 
 
•  His final words to the Sadducees were: “You are quite wrong.” 
 -  They faded into the crowd, just like the Pharisees did. 
 -  They were completely frustrated and dumbfounded by His answer. 
  •  The people must’ve thought, “How could you guys miss that?” 
 
•  There was a SCRIBE nearby, who heard all this and apparently, when everyone else was turning away, 
he turned to Jesus and asked his own question. 
 
His question was about: 
(3) PERSONAL PRIORITIES (Mark 12:28-34) 
 -  The Scribes were the experts in the law, the Biblical authorities in those days. 
 -  If you had a question about the Scriptures or about God, you checked with the Scribes. 
 -  They had so meticulously studied all the commandments in the O.T., that in the Pentateuch alone, 
 they had isolated 613 commandments of God. 
 
•  So this Scribe comes up to Jesus and asks, “Of all the commandments, which one is the most 
important?” 
 -  Great question. Jesus said, “The most important one is to love the Lord your God with 
 everything you’ve got. The second is to love your neighbor as yourself.” 
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Verse 32-33.  The Scribe said to Jesus, “You are right, Teacher.” 
 -  Let that sink in for a moment. “Good answer, Jesus. You got that one right.” 
 
•  But notice what he says in vs. 32-33. 
 -  Essentially two things: “loving God with everything you’ve got and loving your neighbor as 
 yourself is better than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices in the world.” 
 
Verse 34. Jesus was so impressed with the wisdom of his answer, He said to him, “You aren’t far from 
the kingdom of God.” 
 -  In other words, “You understand perfectly what needs to be done. But now you need to do it.” 
  •  It’s not enough to know WHAT TO DO. You have to DO SOMETHING about it. 
 
Verse 34c. “And after that no one dared ask him any more questions.” 
 
Mark adds a postscript to all this in vs. 35-37. 
 -  “How can the Scribes say that the Christ is the son of David?” 
  •  Jesus was David’s son and Israel’s Messiah. 
  •  His triumphal entry had proclaimed Him to be the Messiah. 
 -  David also, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, called his son his Lord – a title for deity. 
 -  So, either David was mistaken or the Scripture isn’t true. 
 
•  That was the issue with the Scribe who came to Jesus.  
 -  He needed to move from intellectual understanding to a personal relationship. 
 -  He didn’t need to just survey the Scriptures. He needed to surrender his life to Jesus. 
   
•  He needed to make the same confession Peter made, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 
 
Verse 37. “And the great throng heard him gladly.”  
 
Verse 38-40. Beware of people who put on an act. 
 -  They act like they know it all. But it’s just an act. 
  •  They want everyone else to think they’re spiritual. But they’re on their way to Hell. 
   -  These verses sound like they’re written about televangelists.  
   -  “They will receive the greater condemnation.” (The hottest place in Hell.) 
 
The bottom line: 
 -  Jesus has all the answers to life’s greatest questions. 
  •  Whether it’s political, spiritual or personal, marital, relational, occupational, it doesn’t matter. 
  
The QUESTION is: do you have the ANSWER to life’s greatest question? 
   
  DO YOU KNOW JESUS CHRIST AS YOUR PERSONAL LORD AND SAVIOR? 
   
•  You can answer that this morning. 


