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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #4                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE PROCLAIMERS OF THE GOSPEL” 
(Text: Mark 1:14-20) 

 
•   Between verses 13-14, you have to allow for the passing of almost an entire year. 
 -  Remember, Mark isn’t giving us all the details. 
 
•  It’s been several months since JESUS’ baptism. 
 -  He’s begun to teach and preach and even performed some of His first miracles. 
 -  He’s traveled between Galilee and Judea. 
 
John’s account (C/1-4) fills in some of the blanks of this period which has been referred to as “the year 
of obscurity.” 

-  Like Mark, Matthew and Luke go directly from the temptation to the beginning of Jesus’ Galilean 
ministry. 
-  It was during that time Jesus spoke with the Samaritan woman (John 4:1-45). 

 
•  Mark begins with these words ... “Now after John was arrested ...” 
 -  John the Baptist, the faithful prophet and fearless preacher had been put into prison. 

-  His reward for becoming a veritable ELIJAH calling the nation to repentance, was to be shackled 
and sent to a shabby cell. 

 
According to JOSEPHUS, the Jewish historian:  John the Baptist was taken to the fortress of 
Machaerus.  (Show picture.) 
 -  A fortified, hilltop stronghold surrounded by deep, natural ravines. 
 -  15 miles southeast of the mouth of the Jordan River, on the eastern side of the Dead Sea. 
 
•  The prison was exactly one hundred yards square.  (The length of a football field in every direction.) 
 -  There were two dungeons deep down below this prison. 
 
Dr. John Phillips:  “And now we picture the deep dungeon in the citadel on the one side, and, on the 
other, down that slope, the luxurious palace of Herod.  There he sat with his adulterous, murderous wife 
while the shouts of the wild revelry and drunken merriment rose around! 
 What must John have thought?  What had happened to the kingdom that he had come to announce 
was near at hand?  Where was the Christ?  What was he doing?  Was he eating and drinking with 
publicans and sinners the whole time while he, John the Baptist, was suffering for Him? 
 John had declared concerning the Lord Jesus, ‘He must increase, but I must decrease’ (John 3:30). 
He had not reckoned, however, on imprisonment and death.” 
 
•  Six months after the baptism of JESUS, John the Baptist was arrested by Herod. 

-  A year later, his head would be chopped off and delivered on a platter to King Herod during a 
lecherous, lewd, drunken birthday bash, where the king, in a lustful, drunken stupor, responded to 
the seductive dance of his own daughter saying, “I will give you anything you want.  Name it.” 

 -  Her mother, Herodias, said, “Ask for the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” (Mark 6:25) 
 
•  The story of John’s arrest, imprisonment and beheading is a fascinating story – one Mark will tell when 
we get to chapter 6. 
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•  For now, he just mentions John’s arrest and moves on to his main subject:  JESUS. 
 
READ:  Mark 1:14-20 
 
•  He skips the early ministry of Jesus in Judea and his traveling through Samaria and simply says, “Jesus 
came into Galilee ...” 
 -  Galilee is the northern part of Israel. 
 
I want you to notice TWO THINGS Mark highlights in our text.  First, a ... 
(1)  SIMPLE MESSAGE  (Mark 1:14-15) 

-  Mark says, “JESUS CAME into Galilee ...” but notice what else he says, “He came proclaiming the 
gospel of God.” 
-  He came preaching! 
-  John was put in prison but Jesus came into Galilee PREACHING! 
 •  The messenger may be in prison, but the message can’t be stopped. 
-  The devil had to hate that.  Shut up one prophet in prison and another shows up. 
 •  But this time it wasn’t just a servant of God.  It was the Son of God.  God Himself. 

 
•  Someone said, “God only had one Son and He was a preacher.” 
 -  God had only one method, and that was preaching. 
 -  “The preaching of the cross was to them that perish foolishness, but to those who believe it is the 
power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18) 
 
•  Preaching is the means God ordained to share the good news. 
 
What was the “GOOD NEWS?”  “The gospel of God.”  
 -  The gospel is both about God and from God. 
 
Romans 1:1-3a, “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning His Son ...” 
 
1 Timothy 1:11, “In accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which I have been 
entrusted.” 
 
1 Peter 4:17, “For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what 
will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?” 
 
•  So, “Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God.” 
 
What did He proclaim? 
 Three things: 
 (a)  “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.” 
  •  Not CHRONOLOGICAL time, but PROVIDENTIAL time. 
  •  Things are moving according to God’s time clock. 
 
Galatians 4:4-5, “When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” 
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•  When Jesus came all the promises of the Old Testament about the Messiah, all the promises about 
the Kingdom and all the promises about salvation were about to be fulfilled. 
 
 -  The new KING was here and a new KINGDOM was at hand. 
 
•  There are actually three dimensions to the Kingdom of God: 
 #1 – A spiritual kingdom 
 #2 – A millennial kingdom 
 #3 – An eternal kingdom 
 
•  Jesus establishes His invisible, spiritual kingdom in the hearts of everyone who believes. 
 -  That’s going on right now. 
 
•  In the future, Revelation 20 tells us, there will be an actual kingdom on earth where Jesus will reign for 
1,000 years. 
 
•  That will be followed by an eternal kingdom that will never end. 
 
So how do you get into the Kingdom of God?  Jesus said ...  
 
 (b)  “Repent” (vs. 15b) 

•  Paul put it this way in Acts 20:21, “Testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance 
toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
•  In order to enter God’s kingdom there must be REPENTANCE. 
 •  Jesus reinforced what John the Baptist had been preaching:  people must turn from their sin. 

 
•  You can’t TURN TO the Lord Jesus Christ unless you TURN FROM your sin. 
 
Luke 15.  When the PRODIGAL SON made up his mind to go to the father’s house, he had to leave 
where he was and go to his father. 
 
 (c)  “Believe in the gospel” (vs. 15c) 
  •  “Repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). 
   -  Turn TO GOD.  Turn FROM YOUR SIN.  Turn TO JESUS and BELIEVE. 
 
Romans 10:9-10, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the 
mouth one confesses and is saved.” 
 
•  That’s the GOSPEL – the GOOD NEWS – and it’s a ...  
 
(1)  SIMPLE MESSAGE 
(2)  SIMPLE MESSENGERS (Mark 1:16-20) 
  - “Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God.” 
 
•  Now He’s going to personally select other proclaimers.  Men who will preach the gospel of God. 
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Verse 16.  “Passing along the Sea of Galilee ...” (13 miles long and 7 miles wide) 
 
One commenter said, “It was a very little lake in terms of size, but it is a veritable ‘sea’ in terms of 
significance.  It is a mere dot on the geography of our planet, but it is a vast ocean in the thinking and 
hymnology of the church.  It is important because of what happened there.  It dominates the Gospels just 
as the Gospels themselves have dominated the thinking of mankind for two thousand years.  It was near 
the Sea of Galilee that Jesus gave us the Sermon on the Mount and many of His parables.  There His 
name first leaped to fame.  There, too, He found most of His closest followers and friends ...” 
 
•  Anybody who has ever been involved in ministry knows you can’t do it along. 
 
•  In these FIVE VERSES, Jesus sees two sets of brothers who also happen to be fishermen. 

-  He already knew them because according to John 1:35-42, they’d come down to the baptism of 
John the Baptist and seen Him and met Him there. 

  •  John told them He was the “Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world.” 
  •  Apparently, they spend time with Jesus and believed He was the Messiah. 
 
•  Months later, Jesus is back in Galilee and goes looking for these men: 
 
 First of all, He finds: 
 (a)  Two working with their nets (vs. 16-18) 
  •  Simon (Peter) and Andrew. 
  •  Again, Mark leaves out the details but John tells us Andrew came to Christ first. 

- Then he went and found his brother Simon (Peter) and told him, “We have found the 
Messiah.”  (John 1:40-42). 

•  Notice they were “casting a net into the sea.”  (Fishing nets with weights on them and a 
drawstring.) 
  -  They would drop the net into a school of fish.  The net would surround the fish.   
  -  When they pulled the drawstring (which was more like a rope) they would catch fish. 

 
•  FISH was the primary meat in the Mediterranean world back then. 
 -  There were at least 16 harbors around that little lake, all with fishing boats and businesses. 
 
Verses 17-18.  “Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.  And immediately, 
they left their nets and followed Him.” 

-  Jesus came along.  They’d already declared their interest in Him months before with John the 
Baptist. 
-  So He said, “Follow Me, and I’ll make you fishers of men.” 

 
•  By the way, this is a command in the original language.  (Which is highly unusual for a rabbi.) 
 -  Rabbis didn’t do this. 
 -  There’s no record in all of Jewish writings of a rabbi ever commanding people to follow him. 
  •  Like the prophets, rabbis would tell people to follow God, obey God and follow the Law. 
   -  But no one ever did what Jesus did.  He called people to FOLLOW HIM. 
 
•  What’s even more remarkable, vs. 18, “Immediately they left their nets and followed him.” 
 -  These weren’t men with nothing else to do.  These weren’t wimps.  They were men’s men. 
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 (a)  Two working with their nets (vs. 16-18) 
 (b)  Two working on their nets (vs. 19-20) 

“And going on a little farther, he saw James the Son of Zebedee and John his brother, who 
were in the boat mending the nets.” 

 
•  Now get the picture.  Simon (Peter) and Andrew are walking with Jesus when they come to where 
James and John are busy working just like they had been. 
 -  They were engaged in a different task but were working just as diligently. 
 
Luke tells us they were actually partners in the same business with Simon (Peter) and Andrew. 
 (Luke 5:10)  So they knew each other. 
 
•  Jesus issues the same call to them.  “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
 
Dr. Jerry Vines:  “Jesus was talking to them in languages they could understand.  They understood the 
terminology of fishing.  It is interesting to notice that the first title of his followers was not ‘bishops,’ not 
‘pastors,’ not ‘deacons,’ not ‘apostles.’  Rather, the first title of the followers of the Lord Jesus was ‘fishers 
of men.’” 
 
Verse 20, “And immediately they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and 
followed him.” 
 -  I don’t think their father was shocked.  I think they already talked about it and he was supportive. 
 -  I think he knew something had happened to his sons when they’d met JESUS. 
 
•  That’s really our call as Christians:  “to be fishers of men.” 
 
Matthew 28:19-20, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
•  That’s not just a CALL.  That’s a COMMAND.   
 -  We’re to go into all the nations and reach everyone we can with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 -  We’re to be PROCLAIMERS of the best news the world has ever heard. 
 
Proverbs 11:30, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life and he who wins souls is wise.” (NIV/1984) 
 
Daniel 12:3, “Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn 
many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” 
 
•  The apostle Paul had the same call from Christ and the same passion to reach people for Christ. 
 -  1 Corinthians 9:22, “I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some.” 
 
•  If Mark were here today, I wonder how he would write the ending to this message. 
 –  How would he describe the way we respond to the call JESUS has given us? 
 
•  I’d want him to write, “And immediately, they followed Jesus and became fishers of men.” 


