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“MARK” Series, Message #39                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE PARABLE THAT WENT TOO FAR” 
(Text: Mark 12:1-12) 

 
Mark 11:27-33.  The religious leaders had come to Jesus and asked Him, “By what authority are you 
doing these things?” 
 
•  “Jesus had entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the 
temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 
And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple” (Mark 11:15-16). 
 
•  He stopped what they were doing and didn’t even let them take anything with them as they left. 
 -  They had turned His Father’s house of prayer into a den of thieves. 
 
•  So, the religious leaders demanded to know where He got his authority?  
 -  Essentially saying, “Who do you think you are?” 
 
Jesus responded to their question with one of His own: “Was the baptism of John from heaven or from 
man?” 
 -  They were dumbfounded by His question because no matter what answer they gave, they’d indict 
 themselves. 
 -  They couldn’t say from Heaven because they would have no excuse from accepting Jesus as 
 being from Heaven. 
 -  They couldn’t say from man, because the people held John the Baptist in such high esteem and 
 believed he was a prophet from God. 
 
•  So, they said, “We don’t know” (vs. 33). 
 -  And Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. But what I will do is 
 tell you a story ...” 
 
We pick up the narrative in verse 1 of Mark 12. 
 READ:  MARK 12:1-12 
 
•  The moment Jesus mentioned the vineyard, their thoughts would have gone back to ISAIAH 5:1-7, and 
the parable the prophet Isaiah had told. 
 -  It was about a vineyard, meticulously prepared, protected and provisioned. 
  •  It was the nation of Israel and its Owner was Almighty God. 
 -  The vineyard rewarded all of God’s care with SOUR GRAPES. 
  •  Consequently, it was handed over to the Gentiles for destruction. 
 
READ:  ISAIAH 5:1-7 
 
•  First it was at the hand of the ASSYRIANS. Then, the BABYLONIANS. 
 -  The parable was followed by SIX SPECIFIC WOES (Isaiah 5:8, 11, 18, 20, 21 & 22). 
 
•  So, the Lord directs the attention of these religious leaders to the very vineyard they should’ve cared 
for and cultivated for God. 
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Notice, first of all ... 
(1) THE PARABLE (Mark 12:1-8) 
 -  Three plants in the Bible symbolize the nation of Israel: the FIG, the OLIVE and the VINE. 
 -  The VINE represents the nation as it was in the O.T., up until the time the nation rejected Jesus. 
 -  The OLIVE (Romans 11) represents Israel in a coming day when the veil of unbelief will be 
 removed from their eyes and the Hebrew people, as a nation, will recognize and receive Jesus as 
 Savior and Lord. 
 -  The FIG is found in both the Old and New Testaments, a tree often associated with sin and failure 
 (Genesis 3:7; Matthew 24:32-34; Mark 11:13-21). 
 
•  The members of that Christ-rejecting Sanhedrin stood there knowing full well what this parable of the 
vineyard was all about. 
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “This is a dramatic story. It is a story that will suck them in. It will pull them in until 
they indict themselves and they’ll actually realize they’ve done that. It’s an unforgettable story, it’s an 
unmistakable story that points to the evil murderous intent of the leaders of Israel and it also points to 
the death of Christ.” 
 
•  This story is also recounted in Matthew 21:33-46 and Luke 20:9-18. 
 
Here are the KEY players in the story: 
1. The man who planted the vineyard was GOD. 
2. The VINEYARD was the nation of ISRAEL (Isaiah 5). 
3. The TENANTS were the RELIGIOUS LEADERS of Israel. 
4. The SERVANTS who were sent were the PROPHETS. 
5. The SON was the Lord, JESUS CHRIST. 
 
Verse 1.  Almighty God had been good to Israel. 
 -  He’d prepared a place of unmatched provision and potential. 
 -  He’d put a fence of protection around them, dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower. 
  •  God had done everything possible to ensure their safety and success. 
  •  He made sure they had everything they needed. 
 
•  But they didn’t take care of the vineyard, and one by one they took out the servants He sent to them. 
 
 -  They rejected the prophets, mistreated them, beat them, wounded them, ridiculed them and killed 
 them. 
 
  •  Isaiah was sawed in half with a wooden saw (Hebrews 11:37). 
  •  Jeremiah was thrown into a pit and eventually stoned to death. 
  •  Ezekiel was hated. Amos had to flee for his life. Zechariah was rejected and stoned. 
  •  Micah was beaten in the face (1 Kings 22), a common practice directed at the prophets. 
 
Matthew 23:29-31, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the 
prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our 
fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets. ’ Thus you 
witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets.” 
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Matthew 23:37, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 
to it.” 
 
Why did the Owner keep sending servants? 
 -  Why does God give people opportunity after opportunity? 
 
2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (NIV) 
 
Verses 6-7. Jesus took the parable to its inevitable conclusion: the tenants would murder the owner’s 
son. 

Which brings us to: 
(2) THE POINT (Mark 12:9-11) 
 -  The Lord knew their thoughts and had read their hearts. 
 -  They’d already made their intentions clear. They planned to kill Him (Mark 11:18). 
 -  Verse 8. “And they took him and killed him and threw him out of the vineyard.” 
  •  This is probably a reference to the fact the whole nation rejected Christ. 
 
John 1:11, “He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.” 
 
 - Verse 7. “They said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance 
 will be ours.’” 
 
How deceived can you get? “Let’s get the HEIR out of the way and the inheritance will be ours.” 
  
•  People still do that today: 
 “Let’s get JESUS out of the way and everything will be awesome!” 
 “We’ll have everything we need and everything we want.” 
 
•  Friend, without JESUS you don’t have anything. 
 
Dr. Jerry Vines: “Jesus said in John 16:9 that when the Holy Spirit comes, He will convict the world of sin. 
What is the greatest sin? The sin of rape, cruelly violating the body of another? That’s a terrible sin. The 
sin of child molestation? Child pornography? Murder? That’s not what Jesus said. The Holy Spirit would 
convict the world of sin, ‘because they believe not on me.’ This is the greatest sin.” 
 
The SIN of UNBELIEF. 
 
•  God sent His Son, His Only Begotten Son, His beloved Son. 
 
Hebrews 1:1-2, “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things.” 
 
•  The Owner sent his beloved son and what did they do to him? 
 -  Vs. 8. “They took him and killed him and threw him out of the vineyard.” 
  •  They didn’t want anything to do with him. They just wanted him out of the way. 
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•  A perfect description of these religious leaders. 
 
Which brings us to the POINT of the parable – verse 9: “What will the owner of the vineyard do?” 
 
 Matthew 21:41, “They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the 
 vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 
 
Dr. MacArthur: “They’ve been sucked in, they have now taken the side of the owner against the tenant 
farmers, which means they’ve taken the side of God against themselves.” 
 
Mark 12:9, “What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the 
vineyard to others.” 
  
 Matthew 21:43, “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and  given 
 to a people producing its fruits.” 
 
•  The phony religious leaders who’d been entrusted with God’s vineyard were going to be replaced with 
new leaders: the Apostles. 
  
 J.B. Phillips: “Remember that the powers-that-be will soon be the powers-that-have been.” 
 
•  Those Twelve ordinary men would become the stewards of God’s grace and His gospel. 
  
That’s the end of the parable, but not the end of the story (vs. 10-11). 
 -   Jesus quotes from Psalm 118:22-23.  
  • He adds an indictment: “Have you not read this Scripture?” 
  •  They were supposed to be the guardians of the truth, the self-proclaimed, self-exalted   
  teachers of Israel. 
 
•  Earlier that week, when Jesus had made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the people had been 
shouting a verse from Psalm 118: 
 “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Psalm 118:26) 
 
•  That same Psalm says, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, this was the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes” (Psalm 118:22-23). 
 -  Jesus was saying, “Don’t you understand that the One you reject will come back as the 
 cornerstone?” 
   
•  The cornerstone from which all lines move to build the Kingdom? 
 -  The One you reject will come back to be the very cornerstone of the Kingdom of God. 
 
Ephesians 2:20-21, “The church is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord.” 
 
Luke 19:18 adds, “Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, 
it will crush him.” 
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• Jesus is not only the cornerstone that gives structure and symmetry to the church, but He’s also  the 
crushing judgment stone on all those who reject Him. 
 
WHAT WAS THEIR RESPONSE? 
 
Notice: 
(3) THE PLOT (Mark 12:12) 
 -  They got it. They understood the parable. They knew what He was talking about. 
  •  Verse 12b. “He’s talking about us!  
 -  The religious leaders had come to him seeking to challenge His authority. 
  •  He removed theirs altogether and that made them furious. 
  
•  Apparently, the religious leaders looked around to see if it would be safe to summon the temple police 
and have Jesus arrested. 
 -  But just like before, they hesitated because of the people. 
  •  The last thing these phony religious leaders wanted to do was stir up a riot.   
 
Verse 12c. “So they left him and went away.” 
 -   But not for long. They’re back in the very next verse trying to trap him. 
 
•  Jesus had exposed them and their wickedness publicly. 
 -  He’d also let them know what was coming. 
  •  “You kill the Son, He’ll come back as the Cornerstone.”  
  •  “And the owner of the vineyard will destroy you and give the vineyard to someone else.” 
 
So what’s the application for us? 
 
•  God’s been good to us. If we receive His blessings, His provision and His protection, wouldn’t you 
think we’d receive His Son? 
 
 -  Wouldn’t you think we’d be grateful and thankful for all the good things He has given us? 
  
Romans 2:4-5, “... do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not 
knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because of your hard and 
impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous 
judgment will be revealed.” 
 
•  The very least we can do as God’s people, as men and women made in His image, is to turn our lives 
completely over to Him. 
 
Have you given your life to Jesus? 
 


