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“MARK” Series, Message #38                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“NOTHING BUT LEAVES” 
(Text: Mark 11:12-33) 

 
•  We come to a very important passage of Scripture this morning. 
 -  Mark 11:1-11 gives us the account of Jesus making His final entry into Jerusalem. 
 -  It’s called “The Triumphal Entry” and we celebrate it on Palm Sunday, the week before Easter. 
 
•  The events that followed Jesus’ triumphal entry are remarkable by any measure. 
 -  You may remember Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem riding on a young donkey that had never 
 been ridden. 
 -  He entered the city to the cheers of a massive crowd: “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the 
 name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the Highest!” 
 -  They laid palm branches on the road before Him, along with their coats. 
 
•  He made His way through the crowds and went to the temple. 
 -  Once He got there, He looked around and left with the twelve and went out to Bethany where He, 
 no doubt, spent the night in the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. 
 -  Apparently, He got up early to pray and skipped breakfast. 
 
We pick up the narrative in verse 12. 
 
READ:  MARK 11:12-19 
 
•  I already told you this is a remarkable passage of Scripture. 
 -  It’s remarkable for a number of reasons. One of which is the fact that Jesus performed another 
 miracle here. 
  •  Most scholars don’t count it among the miracles of Jesus because it’s the only miracle Jesus 
  ever performed which was destructive in nature. 
  
Notice ... 
(1) THE LORD’S CURSE (Mark 11:12-14) 
 -  I don’t know much about fig trees and, in the interest of full disclosure I never even liked Fig 
 Newtons. 
 -  Fig trees were everywhere in Israel. 
  •  When the spies went in to check out the Promised Land (Numbers 13) they came back and 
  told of all the abundance in the land, including the fig trees. 
  •  Deuteronomy 8:8 says the land was full of them. 
  •  When Jesus called Nathanael in John 1:48, Jesus told him He’d seen him sitting under the  
  fig tree.  
    
•  Fig trees could grow very large, as much as 20 feet high and 20 feet wide. 
 -  The Mount of Olives, in Bible times was famous for its fig trees 
 
•  Even though verse 13d says, “It was not the season for figs,” Jesus had every right to expect figs on 
the tree. 
 -  It was early in the season for fruit. But the fruit always came before the leaves. 
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•  So, when Jesus saw the fig tree with all kinds of leaves, He expected to find some fruit. 
 -  But there was “NOTHING BUT LEAVES.” 
 
What happened next was an extraordinary incident. 
 -  On this occasion the Lord performed His only miracle of judgment. 
  •  It was clearly a symbolic act. The fig tree symbolized the nation of Israel. 
 
•  When Jesus came to the nation of Israel He saw all the LEAVES of their outward religion. 
 -  They had a magnificent temple, and people from all over the world came there to worship God. 
 -  They had elaborate ceremonies and all kinds of sacrifices and offerings. 
 -  On the outside, they had every evidence of a relationship with God. 
  •  But when Jesus came He found NO FRUIT. 
 
•  The cursing of the FIG TREE symbolized the subsequent cursing of the Christ-rejecting nation itself. 
 -  A cursing recorded at length in Matthew 23. 
 
•  Within the lifetime of some of the people who were there when Jesus said this, the curse became 
reality. 
 -  The Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple, forty years later in A.D. 70 
 -  In A.D. 135, the Romans put an end to Jewish national life. 
 
The question for us is: When Jesus examines our lives today, does He find FRUIT? 
 -  Is there evidence of an authentic relationship with Him? Or NOTHING BUT LEAVES? 
 
Notice ... 
(2) THE LORD’S CLEANSING (Mark 11:15-21) 
 -  There’s an interesting prophecy in Malachi 3:1, “Behold, I will send my messenger, and he will 
 prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the 
 messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.” 
 -  John the Baptist appeared and Herod had murdered him. 
 -  Then a sudden visitation would take place – the Messiah would appear – in His temple. 
 
•  Jesus had visited this temple before, when He was a twelve-year-old boy. 
 -  He’d visited it again when He began His ministry in the capital (John 1:13-17). 
 -  Now He was visiting it for the FINAL TIME – to do what He’d done once before: CLEANSE IT. 
 
•  He was surrounded by architectural achievement but spiritual squalor. 
 -  Led by CAIAPHAS and his corrupt father-in-law, ANNAS, who had controlled the priesthood  for 
nearly half a century, the temple had become BIG BUSINESS providing huge financial gain for them, 
their families and their cronies. 
 
1 Timothy 6:5. Paul warned Timothy of “people who are depraved in mind and depraved of the truth, 
imagining that godliness is a means of gain.” 
 
•  With all of the required annual feasts, thousands upon thousands of Jews came to Jerusalem. 
 -  Since they couldn’t bring the sacrificial animals required, they had to purchase them. 
 -  They also had to pay an annual temple tax. But it couldn’t be paid with Gentile currency. 
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•  So, they’d developed a huge business providing animals and a currency exchange for all the pilgrims 
who came to worship. 
 -  There would be as many as a quarter of a million lambs offered as sacrifices in a typical Passover 
 celebration. 
  •  The primary location for all of this was in the Court of the Gentiles. 
   -  The place where the Jews could share the real God with the people of the world. 
 
•  Instead, they’d turned it into a completely corrupt, massive, moneymaking enterprise. 
 
Verses 15-16. “Jesus entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and those who bought 
in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold 
pigeons. And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple.” 
 
 -  He stopped what they were doing and didn’t even let them take anything with them as they left. 
 
Verse 17.  As He did all this He was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall 
be called a house of prayer for all the nations? But you have made it a den of robbers.’” 
 
•  When the religious leaders (who were neither: religious or leaders) heard what He was doing, they 
were furious and began to find a way to destroy Him (vs. 18). 
 -  Jesus had messed up their marketplace and punched holes in their profitable purses. 
  
•  If you want to get someone fired up, touch his or her money. 
 -  That’s what Jesus did and the result was they wanted to get rid of Him. 
  •  But they knew they couldn’t do anything now because the crowd was in awe of Him. 
  •  Verse 18, “They feared Him, because all the crowd was astonished at His teaching.” 
 
•  Apparently, Jesus and the disciples were there most of the day because vs. 19 says, “And when 
evening came they went out of the city.” (Probably back to Bethany.) 
 
The NEXT MORNING, they came back by the FIG TREE Jesus had cursed, and we notice ... 
(3) THE LORD’S COUNSEL (Mark 11:22-26) 
 -  The fig tree DIED. Peter said, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” 
 -  Of course it did. There was no way it could exist another moment without the blessing of its 
 Creator. 
  •  Nor could the nation of Israel. 
   
•  The destruction of the entire Jewish system began the day before and by Friday afternoon, the temple 
curtain between the outer court and the Holy of holies would be ripped from top to bottom. 
 -  40 years later, the Romans would finish the job, when they completely destroyed the city. 
 
Matthew 21:20 says, “When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, ‘How did the fig tree wither at 
once?’” 
 -  Mark says Peter was the spokesman. 
 -  Peter didn’t ask how did this happen? He was really asking, “How does this kind of power 
 work?” 
 -  This was a demonstration of divine power and Peter wanted to know “how does this happen?” 
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•  Jesus teaches them how they can access divine power. (They’ll need it when He’s gone.) 
 
 1. Have FAITH in GOD (vs. 22) 
  •  Faith is the hand with which we reach out to God. 
  •  It’s not the amount of your faith. Matthew 17:20, Jesus said, “even faith as small as a grain  
  of mustard seed” when it grabs hold of God, anything can happen. 
 
Verse 23.  Jesus is using a figure of speech here. An analogy, hyperbole, to illustrate the point. 
 -  If you have faith in God, nothing will be impossible for you. 
 
•  God allows obstacles and mountains in our lives so we’ll have to turn to Him and rely on Him. 
 -  The whole fiasco at the temple had come about because they were after gold instead of God. 
  •  They weren’t interested in praying. They were obsessed with profiting off the people. 
 
 2. Don’t DOUBT.  Do BELIEVE (vs. 23-24) 
  •  You’ve got to have faith in God, don’t doubt and believe that God has the power to do   
  anything. 
   -  “That’s how powerful things like this happen, Peter.” 
 
 3. You have to FORGIVE (vs. 25) 
  •  Jesus adds a note about forgiveness. 
  •  Not only do you have to be right with GOD, but you also have to be right with others. 
 
Matthew 5:23. “So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to you brother, 
and then come and offer your gift.” 
 -  God won’t forgive you if you won’t forgive others. 
  
Psalm 66:18, “If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened” to my prayers. 
 -  Cherished iniquity refers to sins you hang on to and repeat over and over again. 
  •  If you live like that and pray to God, you’re wasting your time. He’s not listening! 
 
•  If your heart is full of the sludge of a grudge or hardened by a heavy load of unforgiveness toward 
someone, ANYONE (not just Christians), God won’t forgive you. 
  
•  You don’t forgive others based on the fact they deserve it or have asked for it. 
 -  You forgive based on the fact YOU NEED it.  
  •  Or you won’t see God’s power and blessing in your life. 
 
1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 
  
Take your pick: Hold a grudge or have your prayers answered. Live every day seeking vengeance on 
someone else or have the power of God flowing in your life. 
  
•  Jesus had CURSED the FIG TREE, CLEANSED the TEMPLE and COUNSELED the TWELVE.  
 -  Now we see the CRITICS in the TEMPLE 
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(4) THE LORD’S CRITICS (Mark 11:27-33) 
 -  Jesus walked right back into Jerusalem, right back into the temple and right into trouble. 
 -  The chief priests, scribes and elders of Israel were waiting for Him. 
   
•  This was the beginning of a confrontation between Jesus and the religious leaders that began the day 
before, Tuesday, and would end on Friday with His crucifixion.   
  
 -  The confrontation began when Jesus had ENTERED the temple and EMPTIED it of all the 
 moneychangers and thieves who were ripping off the people in the name of religion. 
 
Verse 28. “By what authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” 
 -  This was a legitimate question.  
  •  The time had come to challenge this outsider, Who was challenging their whole religious  
  system and their moneymaking enterprise. 
 -  How dare He walk into their temple and trash the place. He had no authority to do that. 
  •  They were the religious authorities and they intended to make that point once and for all. 
 
People still do that today ... wondering why Jesus would think He could interfere in their lives. 
 -  “What authority does He have? I don’t have to do what Jesus says.” 
  •  It’s an issue of AUTHORITY. Always has been, always will be. 
 
What does the Bible say? 
 -  Matthew 28:18, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 
 -  Ephesians 1:21, Jesus is “far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above 
 every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.” 
 -  Mark 1:27. The people were amazed He had authority over demons. 
 -  Mark 2:10. He has the authority to forgive sins.  John 1:12. He has the authority to save.  
 -  John 5:27. He has the authority to judge. John 10:18. He has the authority to raise the dead. 
 
Verses 29-30. He answered their question with a question. 
 -  They were stunned and didn’t know how to answer: verses 31-32. 
 
•  So they answered Him, “We don’t know.” (vs. 33) 
 -  “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 
 
THREE QUESTIONS: 
1. Does Jesus have a right to expect fruit from our lives? 
2. Is your life bearing fruit or just showing a bunch of leaves? 
3. Are you submitting to Jesus’ authority or insisting He submit to yours? 
  
 -  It’s an issue of AUTHORITY. Always has been, always will be. 
 
 -  Is JESUS really LORD? 
 
Jude 1:25, “Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” 


