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Mark Series, Message #37             Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 

“THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY” 
(Text: Mark 11:1-11) 

 
• Today is called PALM SUNDAY, the day Christians all over the world celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into the city of Jerusalem the week before He was crucified on a Roman cross. 
 

- John tells us it was SIX DAYS BEFORE PASSOVER (John 12:1) 
 

THE PASSOVER FEAST was one of 3 compulsory feasts for the Jews. 
- The other two were: The Feast of PENTECOST and The Feast of TABERNACLES. 

 
• Jews would come from all over the world to be in Jerusalem for this festive occasion. 
 - There would’ve been somewhere between 2.5 to 3 million people there. 
 - The crowds would ‘ve been so massive the city would be filled to overflowing and people would  

have had to find shelter in the surrounding villages. 
 
Friday would be PASSOVER when tens of thousands of Passover lambs would be slain. 

- None of which could take away any one’s sins. 
 
• However, on this occasion, JESUS came. “The Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world!” 
(John 1:29) 
 

- And on Friday , there would be ONE SACRIFICE made for sin that would take away the sins of 
every man, woman , boy and girl who have ever believed in JESUS. 

• That’s why it’s called GOOD FRIDAY! 
 
Dr. Warren Wiersbe:”We call this event ‘the Triumphal Entry,” but no Roman would have used that term. 
An official ‘Roman Triumph’ was indeed something to behold! When a Roman general came back to 
Rome after a complete conquest of an enemy, he was welcomed home with an elaborate official parade. 
In the parade he would exhibit his trophies of war and the illustrious prisoners he had captured. The 
victorious general rode in a golden chariot, priests burned incense in his honor and the people shouted 
his name and praised him. The procession ended at the arena where the people were entertained by 
watching the captives fight with the wild beasts. That was a “Roman Triumph.” 
 
• This would be completely different. 
 
• Jesus had come to Jerusalem many times before. This would be His LAST TIME. 

- In a matter of days, He would be dragged back into Jerusalem, falsely accused and arrested. 
- Tried in an absolute mockery of justice and finally nailed to a cross where He would die for the sins 
of the world. 

 
• That’s the background to our text this morning in MARK 11:1-11. (Read text) 
 
JOSEPHUS, the Jewish historian estimated there were close to 3 million people packed into the city of 
Jerusalem. 

- So, when JESUS inserted Himself into this situation, it was like throwing a match into a barrel of 
gunpowder. 
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Normally, Jesus would’ve avoided publicity. But now He allowed the people to make Him the center of 
attention. 

- WHY? The Bible had predicted this would happen. 
- The prophet ZECHARIAH foretold that the Savior would present Himself openly to the Jewish 
people as their MESSIAH - 500 years before it happened! 

“Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). 

 
The first thing we notice in our text is: 
(1) AN ASSIGNMENT (Mark 11:1-7) 

- Verse 1 begins with these words, “Now when they drew near to Jerusalem ...” 
- His ministry in Galilee is over. His ministry in Judea is finished. 
- He crossed the Jordan near Jericho by the Dead Sea, healed two blind men, one named 
Bartimaeus. 
- He also came face to face with the most hated man in town, Zacchaeus, and changed his life 
forever. 
- Then, JESUS took the 12, along with the other disciples, and made their way up to Jerusalem. 

• Which is some 2,500 feet higher than Jericho. 
- The entourage traveling with JESUS has grown significantly. 

• John tells us that Jesus went to Bethany and healed LAZARUS the brother of His friends, 
Mary and Martha. 
• When people heard Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead, word spread even more. 

 
(a) A Demonstration of His Deity (vs.1-3) 

• When Jesus sent two of His disciples to the village of Bethphage, He predicted everything just as it 
would happen. 

- You’ll find a colt tied up there, on which no one has ever ridden. 
- People will probably ask what you’re doing. 
- Tell them the Lord has need of it. 

• Jesus was asserting His deity -He was fully man. But He was also fully God. 
• When He spoke as a man, it was really God speaking. 

 
• This is a reminder that Jesus was in complete control of everything that was happening. 

- Hebrews 1:3, “He upholds the universe by the word of His power.” 
 
It was also: 
(b) A Demonstration of His Authority (vs. 3) 

- “If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back 
here immediately.”’ 
-  How could the Lord ever need anything? 

 
Dr. Vines: “The paradox of his earthly life was that although He was rich, He became poor. He 
possessed nothing, yet was the ruler of all things. Jesus Christ created the cattle on a thousands hills, yet 
He needed a boat from which to preach His gospel. Jesus Christ created the stars and flung them into 
place, yet He needed somewhere to lay His head at night. He who created the rushing streams of every 
river cried, ‘I thirst.’ He whose chariot was the clouds said, ‘I need a donkey on which to ride into 
Jerusalem.”’ 
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“As soon as we’re through with your donkey, we’ll bring him back.” 

- That’s the way God always works. 
- Anything you give to Jesus, He’ll give back to you - only fuller, richer and more valuable. 

 
• You ‘II be amazed what JESUS can do with whatever you give Him. 

- Whatever you place in His hands, He’ll take it, cleanse it, sanctify it, bless it, use it and return it to 
you far more blessed that it was when you gave it to Him. 

 
You don’t lose anything you give to JESUS. 

- Give your life to Jesus. You won’t lose it. You get it back - a new and improved version. 
- Give your kids to Jesus. You don’t lose them .You get the children and teenagers you never 
dreamed you could have. 
- Give your job to Jesus. You don’t lose your business. You get a blessed business that gets better 
every year. 
- Give your marriage to Jesus, your money, your heart, your home ... your everything! 

 
(1) AN ASSIGNMENT 
(2) AN ANNOUNCEMENT (Mark 11:8-10) 

- They brought the colt to Jesus. Remember it had never been ridden by anyone. 
• That would be impossible for any of us to do. But not for Jesus. 
• With God all things are possible. 

- They placed their cloaks on the little colt and Jesus sat on it. 
 

(a)  A Declaration of His Humility 
• This wasn’t even remotely close to the kind of procession you ‘d expect for a king. 
• When they entered Jerusalem, you can almost hear the Roman soldiers snickering. 

 
• When a victorious Roman general would return from war, there would be a parade of elephants, tigers, 
and other animals. 

- He would be in a chariot pulled by hand-groomed horses. 
- The swords of his soldiers behind him would be lifted high. 
- The streets would be filled with music and celebration, shouts of joy & rejoicing. 

 
• The Romans would have laughed and mocked as they witnessed this pauper’s parade. 

- This was the king that would ultimately topple the Roman empire? 
• It sure didn’t look like it. 

 
(b) A Declaration of His Divinity 

• The people spread palm branches and even their own garments on the ground before Him. 
- They were declaring to Jesus, “You are our king. We submit ourselves to you.” 

• But their idea of a Kingdom was completely different than His. 
- They thought the Messiah would get rid of the Romans and put them in charge. 

• They shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
- HOSANNA means “save now!” 

 
Verse 10, “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 
- These are all messianic accolades and they are shouting them at the top of their voices. 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 
	  

Page Four 
 
Luke 19:39-40, “And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples.’ 
He answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”’ 
 
• The RELIGIOUS CROWD can’t stand it when Jesus gets the glory and they don’t. 

- The religious authorities had no use for a meek Messiah. They wanted a militant Messiah, one who 
would make Israel the headquarters for a new world empire. 
- Now, here was the Nazarene riding on a donkey, not even a donkey but the colt of a donkey. 

• And the crowds were clamoring for His coronation as king. What a joke! 
 
• This was definitely a FALSE CORONATION of the TRUE KING. 

- JESUS was the GENUINE King. But this was a PHONY CORONATION. 
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “False coronations of Jesus go on all the time. This was one, but this had a divine 
intent and purpose. Didn’t justify it, didn’t make hypocrisy right. But God used this to escalate the 
timetable to bring about His purpose to be crucified on Friday. God’s in charge of everything. His 
timetable is perfect.” 
 
(1)  AN ASSIGNMENT, (2) AN ANNOUNCEMENT 
(3) AN APPOINTMENT (Mark 11:11) 

- “And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.” 
- Luke tells us when He drew near the city, He wept over it. (Read Luke 19:41-44) 

 
One commentator said: “We see him entering Jerusalem, at the end of His long trek from the north, just 
as the evening shadows begin to gather significantly in the sky. We see Him cast that sweeping glance 
around the temple courts, taking it all in: the priests, the people, and the princes of commerce. We see 
Him retire back to Bethany to prepare Himself for the monumental confrontations ahead.” 

- Things were deteriorating rapidly. 
 
John 11:47-53 tells us the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council together and said, “What 
are we to do? For this man performs many signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in 
him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation ... So from that day on they 
made plans to put him to death.” 
 
• JESUS was MOVED to TEARS as He looked over the city. 

- Then, He went into the Temple and saw what was going on there. 
- He already knew what was going on. He just wanted them to know He knew. 

 
• When He comes back He’ll throw all the moneychangers and profiteers out and will tell them, “Is it not 
written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations?’ But you have made it a den of 
robbers.” (No wonder He wept and left ... But He’ll be back.) 
 
• I wonder what Jesus would do if He came here today? What do you think He’d see if He just walked in 
and looked around? 

- It wouldn‘t be because He didn‘t already know. He’d just want you to know He already knew. 
 
• Is JESUS our genuine KING or is our worship simply another FALSE CORONATION? 


