
© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

“MARK” Series, Message #36                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“ONE LAST MIRACLE” 
(Text: Mark 10:46-52) 

 
•  There are actually two miracles that take place here in Jericho. 
 -  The healing of blind Bartimaeus and the miracle salvation of the tiny tax collector, Zacchaeus. 
  •  Mark doesn’t mention Zacchaeus but Luke does (Luke 19:1-10). 
 
•  Bartimaeus and Zacchaeus are the final two trophies of God’s sovereign, saving grace until the cross 
and then, there is a THIEF and a CENTURION. 
 •  A blind beggar, a tax collector, a thief, and a despised Roman. 
 
One commentator said: “From here on, from Jericho on in the final week, there are no stories of 
conversion. There are no stories of salvation in Jerusalem in these last days. There are, however, at the 
very end, two unique conversions that occur right when Christ is crucified. The THIEF and the 
CENTURION. But in the last week before His death, no conversions are recorded. This is a tragic, sad 
drama of suffering all the way to the cross. His days before the cross are filled with sorrow and there is 
never really a joyful note. Once his entry is finished, it is all sadness and grief. Only a few days left, really, 
and He will be executed.” 
 
•  The setting for all this is the city of Jericho. 
 -  Jericho was known as the city of Palms. About a six-hour walk straight up to Jerusalem. 
 -  It’s the same place as the ancient city whose walls came tumbling down when Joshua and the 
 Israelites seized the city. (Marched around it for 7 days, blew trumpets and shouted.) 
 -  It had recovered from those darker days and became a flourishing city. 
 
•  According to Josephus, the Jewish historian, it had been rebuilt by Herod with a fort and an incredible 
palace where he eventually died. 
 -  Marc Antony gave the city as a gift to Cleopatra. 
 -  Almonds flourished there as well and they had all kinds of rose gardens. 
 
Luke 19:1 tells us that Jesus encountered Zacchaeus when they entered Jericho. 
Mark 10:46 tells us that Jesus encountered Bartimaeus when they were leaving Jericho. 
 -  Matthew 20:29 affirms the healing of Bartimaeus, but he doesn’t mention Zacchaeus. 
 
READ: Mark 10:46-52 
 
The first thing we notice in our text is:  
(1) THE MAN’S CONDITION (Mark 10:46-48) 
 -  “And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, 
 Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside.” 
 -  When Jesus was here on earth He demonstrated supernatural power over disease, demons, and 
 death. 
 -  He healed all kinds of people and all kinds of diseases and sicknesses. 
 -  But the Bible records more cases of Jesus healing people who were blind than any other disease. 
   
•  And the most familiar of those cases is the story of blind Bartimaeus. 
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•  At first glance, it appears as though there’s no connection with this story and what just happened with 
Jesus, James and John in Mark 10:35-45. 
 
Dr. Ray Stedman: “You notice that there is an unusual repetition in mentioning the name of this man. We 
are told that Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. The name 
‘Bartimaeus’ means ‘son of Timaeus.’ So it is really redundant to say ‘Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus,’ 
because they mean the same thing. So, in a sense, this name is being underscored for us as is no other 
name in the account. There must be something about this name that Mark wants us to note. When you 
look up the Greek meaning of ‘Timaeus,’ you discover why. The word means ‘honor.’ This beggar was 
named ‘the son of honor.’ Now, what was it that James and John had asked Jesus for? Honor, was it not? 
‘ . . . that we may sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.’ Here was a blind man, 
named ‘the son of honor,’ who sat beside the road. Jesus asked him, ‘what do you want me to do for 
you?’ Exacty the same words! What was the trouble with these disciples? They were blind, were they 
not? They could not see what was involved. They wanted something, but they did not see what was 
connected with it. They could not see the cup, the baptism, the hurt, the cross. They were blind. What 
was the matter with Bartimaeus? He was blind. Jesus asked, in both cases, ‘What do you want me to do 
for you?” 
 
•  Bartimaeus had never seen a sunrise or a sunset. He’d never seen a tree or a flower. He’d never seen 
the stars shining bright on a warm summer’s night. 
 -  He’d never seen his father or his family. 
 -  He’d live his whole life in utter darkness. 
 
•  Bartimaeus is a picture to us of the condition of people outside of Christ. 
 -  It’s a horrible thing to be blind physically. 
 -  But there’s a blindness worse that that: SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:4, “The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 
 
•  Paul warned the Ephesians not to “walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. They are 
darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, 
due to their hardness of heart. They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, 
greedy to practice every kind of impurity” (Ephesians 4:17b-18). 
 
THAT’S A PERFECT DESCRIPTION OF OUR WORLD TODAY. 
 -  Completely blind to the seriousness of sin and the consequences that are coming. 
  
•  As a blind man, Bartimaeus, lived with the constant danger of not knowing where his next step would 
take him. 
 -  Our world is in the same shape. They have no idea they are in danger of spending an eternity in a 
 Christless, God-less, pit of everlasting torment and terror engulfed in complete darkness. 
 
Verse 46. Mark tells us he was also a BEGGAR. No one wanted anything to do with him. 
 -  No one would give him a job. What could he do? He was blind. 
 -  So he was reduced to sitting on the side of the road, begging for handouts. 
  •  He was completely destitute and poor beyond description. 
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•  Again, a perfect picture of those who are lost. 
 -  Spiritually destitute and eternally impoverished. 
 
(1) THE MAN’S CONDITION 
(2) THE MAN’S CRY (Mark 10:47-48) 
 -  “And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of 
 David, have mercy on me!’ 
 -  Luke 18 tells us he heard the commotion of the crowd and asked what was going on. 
  •  The people told him it was Jesus coming and so he started crying out. 
  
•  The word Mark uses here means “to shout.” It’s a very strong word. 
 -  Mark used it in Chapter 5 to describe the demon named LEGION shouting to Jesus, “What have 
 you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?”  
  •  Jesus sent the demons into a herd of pigs. 
 
Verse 47. Here was a man who used to beg for MONEY; now he’s begging for MERCY. 
 
•  When Bartimaeus called Jesus, the Son of David, he proved he had insight that some people, who had 
20-20 vision with their physical eyes, didn’t have. 
 -  Jesus was the Son of David. He was the Messiah. 
 
•  The Bible predicted the Messiah would give sight to blind eyes: “Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped ...” (Isaiah 35:5). 
 
•  When John the Baptist was locked up in Herod’s prison, John sent messengers to ask if Jesus was the 
ONE who is to come. Was He the Messiah? 
 -  Jesus told them to, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the 
 lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good  news preached to them” (Matthew 11:4-5). 
 
•  Bartimaeus cried out for MERCY. He didn’t demand his RIGHTS. 
 -  People today are all obsessed with their RIGHTS. 
  •  I don’t want MY RIGHTS. If I got my RIGHTS, I’d be in Hell and you would be, too. 
   -  We have no RIGHT to SALVATION. 
   -  We have no RIGHT to GOD’S FORGIVENESS. 
   -  We have no RIGHT to HEAVEN. 
 
Listen, I’m not going to demand my RIGHTS. I’m going to get with Bartimaeus and beg for MERCY! 
 -  Psalm 51:1, David said, “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according 
 to your abundant mercy ...” 
 
•  Paul told the Ephesians that God is “rich in mercy” (Ephesians 2:4). 
 -  I don’t know about you, but I’m thankful for that. I need that. I need God’s mercy. 
 
Verse 48.  Notice what the people did. 
 -  Here was this blind beggar, sitting by the side of the road, and he wants to get to Jesus. 
 -  Some people in the crowd tell him to be quiet. They rebuked him.  
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•  When you decide you want to get to Jesus, there will always be some people who will try to talk you 
out of it. Or they will try to stop you somehow. 
 
I love his response (vs. 48b) “He cried out all the more! Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
 
•  If you want to be saved, don’t let anybody talk you out of it. 
 -  If you want to live for Jesus and love Him with all of your heart, soul, mind and strength, don’t let  a 
single cynic or skeptic, hypocrite or critic or whoever stop you. 
  •  The world will try every way it can to stop you or stifle you. 
  •  They’ll mock you and make fun of you and ridicule you. 
 -  You just be like old blind Bartimaeus and CRY OUT ALL THE MORE!  
 
(1) THE MAN’S CONDITION 
(2) THE MAN’S CRY 
(3) THE MAN’S CURE (Mark 10:49-52) 
 -  Verse 49. “And Jesus stopped . . .” 
 -  I love that. Did you know that when you cry out to Jesus, He’ll stop everything just for you? 
  •  Let that sink in for a moment. 
 -  “Call him,” Jesus said (vs. 49). 
 -  Luke 18:40 tells us Jesus turned to the very people who’d been telling blind Bartimaeus to be 
 quiet, and commanded them to “bring him to Me.”  
  •  There’s some tremendous irony in that statement. 
  •  They’d been trying to hinder Bartimaeus from getting to Jesus and now they have to help him 
  get to Jesus. 
   -  Somebody had to help him get to Jesus. 
    •  I sure hope you’re helping people get to Jesus and not hindering them. 
 
Verse 50.  “And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.” 
 -  He didn’t want anything to keep him from Jesus. 
 
Are you hanging on to something that’s keeping you from JESUS? 
 -  Whatever it is, throw it off. Get rid of it. Nothing’s worth keeping you from JESUS. 
 
Verse 51.  Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” “I want to see.” 
 -  Bartimaeus answered, “Rabbi” (Rabboni/Master). Luke 18:41, “Lord!” 
 
Verse 52. Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered 
his sight and followed him on the way.” 
 -  Luke 18:43, “And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.” 
 
Verse 52. He joined the crowd of people following Jesus.  
 -  Luke 18:43 says he was “following Jesus on the road, glorifying God.” 
  •  That’s why we’re here this morning. Someone told us about Jesus and we’ve been following 
  Him ever since. 
 
•  We cried out for mercy and Jesus stopped ... and everything’s changed ... forever. 
 -  Do you know Jesus this morning? All you have to do is call out to Him. 


