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“MARK” Series, Message #35                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“GOING HOME” 
(Text: Mark 10:32-45) 

 
•  Our text this morning begins in a remarkable way. 
 “And they were on the road going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them.” 
 
One Commentator said: “Jesus was never dragged into Jerusalem against His own will. He was never 
swept into Jerusalem by the euphoria of the crowd. He was never sort of encouraged to move toward 
Jerusalem because the pilgrims were sort of pushing Him along for the celebration of the Passover. He 
was Himself walking ahead of His entire entourage. And this is to tell us that He is the leader of this 
parade. He is resolute as He moved firmly to the place of His own death. He knows exactly what is going 
to happen when He gets there.” 
 
•  We are barely a week before Jesus would be hanging on a cross, dying for the sins of the whole world. 
 -  Yet there seems to be a new, obvious resolution, passion and purpose about Him. 
 
John Phillips: “As the Niagara River seems to quicken its pace and move forward with renewed force as 
it approaches the falls, so it was with the Lord. Those who followed Him sensed it and were awed by it.” 
 
READ: MARK 10:32-34 
 
•  Jesus and His disciples were on their way “up to Jerusalem.” 
 
Dr. Phillips said: “The city stood on the highest point of the backbone ridge of hills that run north and 
south between the Jordan and the Great Sea. ‘Up to Jerusalem.’ It was the only way to go. God had 
chosen it for that purpose. There the temple stood. It was appropriate that one should be conscious of 
putting his feet on higher ground when approaching a place like that – ‘the city of the great king,’ as it is 
called in Scripture.” (Psalm 48:2; Matthew 5:35) 
 
•  As they are approaching the city of Jerusalem, Mark says, “Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they 
were amazed, and those who followed were afraid” (vs. 32). 
 -  The disciples were amazed and those who followed were afraid. 
  •  We don’t know who was in that second group.  
  •  It was a larger group of disciples and followers beyond the 12. 
 
Jesus took the 12 aside and He made ... 
(1) AN ANNOUNCEMENT (Mark 10:32-34) 
 -  This was the third time Jesus had predicted His death. 
 -  Mark 8:31, “And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
 rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise 
 again.” 
  •  Did you notice the word, “MUST”?   
 
 -  Mark 9:31, after the Transfiguration, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of 
 men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 
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•  Notice the words, “is going to be delivered,” “they will kill him and when he is killed, after three 
days he will rise.” 
 
•  Here in our text this morning, Jesus says, “See we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will 
be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver 
him over to the Gentiles. And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after 
three days he will rise” (vs. 33-34). 
 -  There’s a steady beat of brutality here.  Notice the word, “And! And! And!” 
 -  Each suffering is marked out for emphasis until it ends in the resurrection. 
  •  Men would do their absolute worst. Then God would step in and do the impossible! 
 
•  The previous announcements had been general in nature and broader in scope. 
 -  This announcement is specific and tragic. 
 -  He adds half a dozen more details, each one more horrifying than the one before. 
 
Dr. MacArthur: “Throughout His ministry it was clear to Jesus where He was headed. Before the Romans 
knew anything about what they would do, before Judas knew anything about what he would do, before 
the drama in all of its detail played itself out in history, Jesus knew every single detail that would come 
His way.” 
 
Verse 34. “They will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him.” 
 -  The Son of God, the Lord of Glory, Who came to be the Savior of the world, would be mocked 
 and ridiculed and jeered in despicable fashion. 
 -  Jesus said they would “spit on Him.” One of the most disgusting, revolting things anyone could  
 ever do to you. 
 -  Then, they would scourge Him. Beat Him within an inch of His life.  
  •  The severity and brutality of  the Roman process of scourging is impossible to put into words. 
 -  Then, they would kill Him by crucifixion. 
 
“AFTER THAT ... ” (vs. 34) “I will rise from the dead.” (That statement went right over their heads.) 
 -  They never seemed to get it when He talked about His resurrection. 
  •  People today still don’t get it. JESUS is alive today. The tomb is empty.  
  •  We serve a RISEN SAVIOR. 
 
•  So what do you think the response of the disciples would be? They make ... 
(2) AN ASSUMPTION (Mark 10:35-40) 
 -  James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and asked him an incredible question. 
 -  They said, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever you ask of you.” 
  •  In other words, we want you to say, “YES!” before we tell you what it is we’re asking you 
  to do. 
 -  He wasn’t about to give them a BLANK CHECK so they could fill it in for whatever amount they 
 wanted. 
 
•  We learn from MATTHEW’S account that their mother was behind the request and Matthew says she 
was the one who made the request. (Apparently, she was in the group that was traveling with them.) 
 -  Salome, their mother, seems to have been a sister of Mary, the Lord’s mother. 
 -  So, on a human level, she would’ve been His aunt, and they would’ve been His cousins. 
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•  These were people who should’ve known better. 
 -  Sometimes, those closest to us try to take advantage of us. 
 
•  They ignored what He’d been saying about the cross. 
 -  Jesus sees the cross waiting for Him; James and John see thrones waiting for them and what do 
 you think the other disciples saw? 
 
What were they assuming? That what Jesus said wouldn’t really happen. Or that somehow, the 
millennial kingdom was about to begin. 
 -  Remember when Peter took Jesus aside and told Him not to speak about the cross? (Mark 8:31-
 33) and Jesus rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on 
 the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
 
•  Jesus had talked about the kingdom and the power and the glory, they just assumed it was coming 
sooner, rather than later. 
 
Verse 36. “What do you want me to do for you?” 
 -  Notice He didn’t say, “Yes! Whatever you want.” He never does. 
 
ILL.  Some preachers present Jesus like a cosmic BELLHOP just waiting for you to ring the bell. 
 -  “You just tell Jesus what you want. Just name it and claim it. Blab it and grab it.” 
 -  “We can have everything God has. Just tell Him you want and that you want it right now.” 
  
•  That theology doesn’t work for the family that just lost a child; or the man whose wife just died; or the 
family whose father walked out the door for good; or the single mom who got fired.  
 
•  If you assume that Jesus will give you whatever you want and that things will always be peaches and 
cream with cool whip on top, you’re making the wrong assumption. 
 
Verse 37.  “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 
 -  They hadn’t even made it to the city limits of Jerusalem yet. 
 -  Jesus had told them about all the horrible things that were about to happen, and they were 
 thinking  about thrones and crowns. Instead of thorns and crosses.  
 
Verse 38. Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I 
drink, or to be baptized with the baptism which I am baptized?” 
 
THE CUP ... In the Garden of Gethsemane, just looking into it would bring sweat drops of blood to Jesus’ 
head. 
 -  He would even say, “My Father if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I 
 will, but as you will” (Matthew 26:39). 
 
•  No one but Jesus on earth and His Father in Heaven and the Holy Spirit in His heart could know the 
full horror of that cup. 
 -  Baptism means, “full immersion.” 
 -  Jesus had been baptized in the Jordan, but there was a deeper, darker Jordan ahead. 
  •  He would be identified with the sins of the whole world. 
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•  He, who knew no sin, would be made sin for us. The Lord of life would taste of death for every man, 
woman, boy and girl who ever lived. 
 -  To grasp the full terror of that baptism one only need to listen to His anguished cry from the  cross, 
“My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” 
 
•  The cup spoke of His inward sufferings; the baptism spoke of His outward sufferings. 
 -  Thus, He challenged James and John and their ambitious mother. 
 
NOTICE THEIR ANSWER – Verse 39: “Yes, we can! We are able.” 
 -  That was the answer of ignorance. 
 -  Like the Israelites in Exodus 19:8 when they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do.” 
  •  They hadn’t even heard what the Law commanded.  
   - Yet, they said, whatever it says, we’ll do it. 
 
•  They’d heard what Jesus said was about to happen to Him and somehow assumed their road would 
be easier. 
 
Verses 39-40.  Jesus said, “You will drink the cup I drink and you will experience the same baptism I will. 
But to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been 
prepared.” 
 -  They would indeed drink the cup and be baptized with the same baptism. 
  •  James was the first apostle to be martyred (Acts 12:1-2). 
  •  John was banished to an island and tradition says he was eventually boiled in oil. 
 -  Their assignment would include suffering. So will ours. 
  •  John 16:33, “In this world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the   
  world.” 
 
Isaiah 53 pictures the sufferings of Christ. “He had no form or majesty, no beauty that we should desire 
him, despised and rejected, a man of sorrows and griefs, one from whom men hide their faces, he was 
stricken, smitten by God, afflicted, pierced, crushed, chastised, wounded, oppressed, like a lamb that is 
led to the slaughter, like a sheep to the shearers, he was cut off from the land of the living, killed, put in a 
grave, numbered with the transgressors, bore the sin of many.” 
 -  That’s an incredible list of sufferings. 
 
Verse 41. They still didn’t get it. The other disciples heard what had been said and got mad at James and 
John. 
 -  None of them had paid close attention to the Lord’s announcement that He was headed for great 
 suffering, even death. 
 -  They were mad at James and John for asking for the best seats . . . before they did. 
 
So, Jesus calls them together and gives them ... 
(3) AN ASSIGNMENT (Mark 10:41-45)  
 -  Jesus set before them the terms and titles of His kingdom. 
 -  They are diametrically opposed to the terms and titles of the kingdoms of this world. 
 -  “You know that those who are considered RULERS of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
 great ones exercise authority over them.” 
  •  Rulers, Lord it over them, exercise authority. (Thrones, crowns, servants, perks, privileges.) 
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• Just about the time they would’ve been thinking, “Yeah, we know about all that. That’s what we’re 
talking about ...” 
 
“BUT IT SHALL NOT BE SO AMONG YOU! (vs. 43) That’s not the way God’s people do business. 
 -  Rather, “whoever would be great among you must be your servant and whoever would be first 
 among you must be slave of all” (vs. 43-44). 
  •  You talk about deflating egos and ruining org charts. 
 
•  Jesus said, “Here’s the way it works in God’s kingdom: greatness comes through serving. If you want 
to be first, make sure you’re last.” 
 -  As for titles, here are 4 N.T. terms used for servant: 
  1. DIAKONOS (DEE-AH-KO-NAUS) – table waiter  
  2. OIKONOMOS  (OY-KON-O-MAUS) – house servant 
  3. HUPERETES (HUPER-ATAYS) – an under-rower in a galley ship pulling oars down on  
  the bottom. 
  4. DOULOS (DOO-LOSS) – slave 
   -  Those are the titles of greatness in the Kingdom of God. 
 
Jesus said, “Here’s your assignment ...” and He gives the same assignment to us: “Be a servant. Be a 
waiter, an under rower, a slave.” 
 
•  Before anyone could say, “But ...” 
 -  Verse 45. “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
 ransom for many.” 
 -  The One Who had 10,000 times 10,000 angels, waiting for one single word to do His bidding . . . 
 came to serve. 
 
•  This is the KEY VERSE to the entire GOSPEL of MARK: JESUS came NOT to be SERVED but to 
SERVE.  
 -  If you’re not serving, you’re not following Jesus. 
 
•  The word RANSOM means, “to release by the payment of a price.” 
 -  We are all SLAVES to sin. Sin makes a SLAVE out of you. Did you know that? 
  •  You start playing around with sin and, like a boa constrictor, it will wrap itself around you  
  and eventually, crush the life right out of you. 
 
•  Jesus came to this earth to pay the RANSOM for you and me. To REDEEM us. To BUY us out of the 
SLAVE MARKET of SIN. 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19, “You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST, like that of a lamb 
without blemish or spot.” 
 
Who did JESUS pay the RANSOM for? 1 Timothy 2:5-6, “There is one mediator between God and man, 
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all . . .” 
 
Do you know JESUS?  If not, you need to get to know Him today and start serving! 


