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 “MARK” Series, Message #34                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“SOMETHING’S STILL MISSING” 
(Text: Mark 10:17-31) 

 
READ TEXT: Mark 10:17-31 
 
Warren Wiersbe: “Of all the people who ever came to the feet of Jesus, this man is the only one who 
went away worse than he came.” 
 
•  Mark says this young man was in a hurry. He ran up to Jesus and knelt down before Him. 
 -  Apparently, he’d been moved by something Jesus had said or done. 
  
•  He said, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
 
•  This passage is one of the saddest stories in all of Scripture. 
 -  It’s really a contrast between two young men. 
 
“One of them is the rich young ruler; the other is our Lord. The rich young ruler had a lot in this world, but 
nothing in eternity; the Lord Jesus had nothing in this world, yet everything in eternity. The rich young 
ruler had earthly position; the Lord Jesus left a throne of glory, made himself of no reputation, to come to 
this world and have no position here at all.” 
 
•  There is so much RIGHT about this story. 
 -  For instance, the young man came at the RIGHT TIME. 
  •  There’s no better time for people to come to Jesus than when they are young. 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:1, “Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth ...” 
 -  The best time to give your life to Christ is when you’re young. 
 
Dr. Jerry Vines: “Don’t burn the candle of your life for the devil, and then blow the smoke of a wasted life 
in the face of God.” 
 
 -  He came at the RIGHT TIME. 
 -  He came to the RIGHT PERSON, the Lord, JESUS CHRIST. 
 -  He asked the RIGHT QUESTION, a question about the eternal destiny of his soul. 
 -  He received the RIGHT ANSWER. Jesus told him how to go to Heaven. 
 
•  He came at the RIGHT TIME, he came to the RIGHT PERSON, he asked the RIGHT QUESTION, he got 
the RIGHT ANSWER – yet, tragedy of all tragedies – he did the WRONG thing. 
 
Notice THREE quick things ... 
(1) THE SUMMONS OF THE RICH MAN (Mark 10:17-21) 
 -  Luke uses the word ARCHON (R-CONE). “A first one.” A man of prominence. 
 -  The word was used to describe the ruler of a synagogue or an outstanding Pharisee. 
  •  It was also used to designate a member of the Sanhedrin, a great man or a prince. 
 -  This young man was someone of importance, which makes his actions all the more remarkable. 
  •  “He ran up and knelt before Jesus” (Mark 10:17). 
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•  As young as he was, as rich, and influential as he was, he still sensed a need in his life and had the 
good sense to come to Jesus. 
 -  He realized there are some thing that MONEY CAN’T BUY. 
 
ILL.  Someone has said, “Money can buy a bed, but it can’t buy sleep. Money can buy food, but it can’t 
buy an appetite. Money can buy a house, but it cannot buy a home. Money can buy medicine, but it can’t 
buy health. Money can buy fine jewelry and other fine things, but it cannot buy love. Money can buy toys, 
but it can’t buy the cure for the emptiness that comes after they’re gone. And most important of all, 
money can’t buy eternal life.” 
 
•  This young man was well aware of the fact he’d bought all he could buy and done all he could do and  
yet, something was still missing. 
 
 -  He didn’t come to Jesus seeking material benefit, as so many others do. 
 -  He came wanting to know what to do to inherit eternal life. 
  •  He’d inherited wealth, position and influence – all the things people covet. 
   -  But he hadn’t inherited eternal life. 
  
•  So, as rich as he was, he was poor. And, as great as he was, he was lost. 
 
 (a) His Quest (vs. 17) 
  •  “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
  •  He admitted by his question he didn’t know the answer to life’s most important question. 
   -  How to be saved and go to Heaven. 
 
•  With all he had going for him, his view of spiritual things was superficial. 
 -  He obviously had a shallow view of salvation because he thought there was something HE 
 COULD DO to earn or merit eternal life. 
 
The world says, “You can do anything you want.” That’s not true. 
 
ILL.  You can’t tickle yourself. You can’t lick your elbow. 
 -  You can’t sneeze with your eyes open. You can’t slam a revolving door. 
 
•  And, according to one study, you can’t move your leg in a clockwise position in a circle and 
simultaneously draw a six.  (Don’t try to do that now. You may fall out in the aisle.) 
 
Verse 17c. The rich young man uses the word “inherit.” Apparently, that’s how he got rich. 
 -  Ironically, an inheritance is something we receive based on the gift of another. 
  • You don’t do anything to inherit something. 
 
 (b) Jesus’ Question (vs. 18) 
  •  The young man said, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
  •  “Good Teacher” was a title of respect.  (Rabbi) “You’re the One Who knows.” 
   
•  Jesus said, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.” 
 -  That rich young man had no idea he was standing face to face with God. 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

Page Three 
 
Verse 19. “You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not 
bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.’” 
 -  “All these I have kept from my youth.” (vs. 20) 
 
•  Jesus didn’t argue with him or tell him, “No you haven’t kept them all.” 
 -  But He was about to show him that, in fact, he’d broken the very first one. 
  “You shall have no other gods before me.” (Exodus 20:3) 
 
HE HAD ANOTHER GOD!! 
 
Verse 21, “Something’s still missing!” “You lack one thing ...”  Luke: “One thing you still lack.” 
 -  “Go, sell everything you’ve got, give it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and 
 come follow me.” 
 
What happened next is predictable ... 
(2) THE SORROW OF THE RICH MAN (Mark 10:22) 
 -  He was shaken to the core of his being. “He became very sad, for he was extremely rich.” 
 -  Mark says he was “disheartened by the saying and he went away sorrowful, for he had great 
 possessions.” 
 
•  It was written all over the rich young ruler’s face: surprise, struggle, sorrow, and surrender. 
 -  For a brief moment, he felt the pull of Christ’s glorious offer. 
 -  For a brief moment, he knew it was the right thing to do and his heart pounded with excitement. 
  •  Life with JESUS would be an incredible adventure. 
  
•  But then, he thought of his fields, his farms and his finances, AND HIS FACE FELL. 
 -  It would never work. He didn’t want to part with all he’d accumulated and enjoyed. 
  •  He couldn’t do it. He should do it …  But he wouldn’t do it. 
 
Verse 22, “Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.” 
 
I KNOW YOU’RE WONDERING ... “Pastor, does this mean that we have to sell everything we have and 
give it to the poor in order to be saved?” 
 -  No. The Great Physician doesn’t treat every disease with the same prescription. 
  •  This young man HAD ANOTHER GOD. 
 
 (a) The man 
 (b) The message  
  •  This rich man was actually a poor man. 
  •  He went home to a palace of abundance, surrounded by riches and every luxury you could  
  have back then, but he would be forever haunted by all he’d just thrown away. 
   -  He had a full safe but an empty soul. 
 
Then, Jesus turned this into a teachable moment ... 
(3) THE SERMON ON THE RICH MAN (Mark 10:23-31) 
 -  Jesus turned around and said to His disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth 
 to enter the kingdom of God!” 
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One commentator said: “Two worlds exist: this one and the one to come. Two systems exist: this world’s 
system, with its promises, prospects, pleasures, possessions, perspectives, and power; and that other 
world’s system, with its totally different set of values. Wealth tends to ally itself to this world, which is why 
materialism is such a deadly enemy of the kingdom of God. Ultimately, God brings people to Calvary 
where we learn what this world thinks of Christ and what God thinks of this world. Those who have 
riches have a greater stake in this world than do those who are poor. That is why it is harder for those 
who have riches to enter the kingdom of God. Riches tend to blind one’s eyes to ultimate, eternal, and 
spiritual realities by anchoring us to the wrong world.” 
 
Verse 24. “The disciples were amazed at His words.” 
 -  I think a better translation would be, “they were stunned.” (See verse 26) 
 
•  Most Jews believed that the possession of great wealth was the evidence of God’s blessing.  
 -  Many people still believe that today. 
  •  In spite of the message of JOB, the example of Christ and the teaching of the N.T. 
 
John Piper: “Prosperity cannot be a proof of God’s favor, since it is what the devil promises to those who 
worship him.” 
 
•  Jesus used the rich young man as an object lesson (vs. 25). 
 -  He said, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of the needle than for a rich person to enter 
 the kingdom of God.”  
 (Some Bible teachers say there was a “Needle gate” in Jerusalem. But one has never been found.) 
 
•  Jesus was describing an impossibility. A camel can’t go through the eye of a needle, and a rich person 
can’t save themselves. 
 
Verse 26. “Then who can be saved?” 
 -  That’s the whole point. No one can save themselves. That’s why you need JESUS. 
 
Verse 27. “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” 
  
Verse 28. The disciples began to think about all they’d left to follow Christ. 
 -  Peter, James and John had left a very prosperous fishing business. Matthew, the IRS. 
  •  Peter spoke up. “Well, what about us? We’ve left everything to follow you.”                                                                                                                 
   -  He was probably thinking, “What are we going to get out of all this?” 
  
Verses 29-31.  Jesus answered them, “No one has left anything who will not receive a hundredfold now 
in this time (life) and in the age to come eternal life ...”(vs. 29-31) 
 -  That’s a 10,000% return. AND, “many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 
 
Mark Batterson said, “The Rich Young Ruler had everything we think we want. He was rich. He was 
young. And he was in a position of power. What more could he possibly want? What could he possibly 
be missing? And why was he so miserable? The answer is easy: he was following the rules, but he wasn’t 
following JESUS. And I think that is true of far too many people in far too many churches.” 
 
What about you? What’s still missing in your life today?  


