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“MARK” Series, Message #32                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“GENUINE GREATNESS” 
(Text: Mark 9:30-50) 

 
•  The problem in our world is not a lack of self-esteem.  
 -  Our problem is pride and esteeming ourselves too much. 
  •  Most people think way more highly of themselves than they should. 
  •  Too many are consumed and concerned ONLY with themselves, in one way or another. 
  
•  That was the problem facing the disciples in our text this morning. 
 -  They were arguing about who was the greatest. 
  •  So, Jesus uses this opportunity to teach them about humility.  
 
•  We’re looking at the final months of Jesus’ life and ministry on earth. 
 -  Last time it was the Transfiguration where Peter, James & John saw Jesus in all His glory. 
 -  Moses and Elijah were there with Jesus. Representing the Law & The Prophets. 
  
•  Following that mountaintop experience, Jesus, Peter, James and John came down the mountain to find 
the rest of the disciples embroiled in a heated argument with the Scribes. 
 -  A man asked Jesus if He could heal his demon possessed son and told Jesus he’d already asked 
 His  disciples but they couldn’t do it. 
 -  Jesus healed the man’s son and when they were alone the disciples asked why they couldn’t. 
  •  He’d given them power over evil spirits and demons. 
   -  But for some reason they were powerless. 
 
•  They were powerless for the same reason we’re often powerless today. 
 -  You get away from Jesus, you start thinking YOU’RE THE REASON why something happens, 
 and  suddenly, you’ll find yourself paralyzed and powerless. 
  •  John 15:5, “Apart from Me you can do nothing.” 
 -  Jesus told them they needed to be living lives completely devoted to Him. 
  •  They needed to rely on His power and live lives of prayer and complete devotion to Him. 
 
•  Following that experience, they left for Capernaum. On their way, Jesus made: 
 
(1) A PREDICTION (Mark 9:30-32) 
 -  Jesus is on a final journey to Jerusalem, a mission that will not end until He is nailed to a cross. 
 -  His public ministry is over and He’s devoting these final months to teaching His disciples as  much 

as possible. 
 -  The future of the church, the hope of the world, would be in their hands. 
  •  At this point, they had such a long way to go. 
 -  It was far more important for Him to teach and train them than for Him to heal a few more dozen 
 sick people. 
 -  As they went along, He told them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of 
 men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise. But they did not 
 understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him.”  
 
•  He made a prediction. In fact, it was a prophecy, history written in advance. 
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•  The word “delivered” can also be translated “betrayed.” 
 -  Jesus would be “delivered” up (betrayed) by Judas to the Jews. 
 -  Then, He would be “delivered” over, by the Jews, to Pilate. 
 -  And Pilate would “deliver” Him up to be crucified. 
 
•  Here was the greatest Person Who ever lived, predicting He would soon be “delivered up” to be killed. 
 -  Jesus would be the greatest illustration of humility ever. (Philippians 2:5-11) 
  •  The disciples didn’t understand what He was talking about. But they didn’t ask questions  
  because they were afraid. 
   
The next thing we notice is: 
(2) A PREDICAMENT (Mark 9:33-37) 
 -  They got to Capernaum and once they were in the house (most likely Peter’s) where they would 
 normally stay, Jesus asked them a question. (The word can be translated “kept on asking.”) 
 -  Apparently, on the trip they’d gotten into quite a discussion among themselves. 
 -  Jesus knew what they’d been talking about but they weren’t aware of that. 
  •  They kept silent. None of them wanted to admit what they’d been arguing about. 
  •  They’d been arguing about who was the greatest. 
 
•  How did the argument begin? It probably had something to do with what had happened on the 
mountain. 
 
Dr. Ray Stedman: “When Peter, James and John came back, the others probably asked, ‘Well, tell us, 
what happened up there?’ And they said, ‘Oh, we’re not permitted to say. One of these days perhaps we 
might be able to tell you, but you ordinary disciples are excluded from this for now.’ And then, of course, 
the argument readily arose as to who was greater. They began to debate and argue with one another.” 
 
•  Peter had always seen himself as the leader. James and John, the “sons of thunder” would have 
disagreed. Matthew, being a former tax collector, could’ve talk about all he left to follow Jesus. Even 
Judas could’ve staked a claim because he was a Judean and he held the office of treasurer. 
 -  You’ve heard it said, “He who has the gold makes the rules.” 
 
•  But now, standing in the presence of Jesus, it didn’t seem appropriate at all. 
 -  Suddenly, they were ashamed and embarrassed.  (And rightly so.) 
 
•  There’s a lot of things we say and do that wouldn’t seem appropriate in the presence of Jesus. 
 -  You need to know that everything we say and do is done in the presence of Jesus. 
  • He’s always with us. He’s in us. Wherever we go. Whatever we do. 
 
•  Jesus had been talking about being betrayed and being killed. 
 -  The disciples were talking about how great they were and how the rest needed to recognize it. 
 
Verse 35. Jesus sat down. That’s what RABBIS did when they were about to teach. 
 -  Listen to what He said: “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 
 
•  In one short sentence, He turned their whole scale of values upside down. Ours as well. 
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•  The way to genuine greatness in the Master’s service is to become the servant of all. 
 •  It’s the exact opposite of the world’s way of doing things. 
 
•  Since they were acting like children, it’s shouldn’t be lost on us that Jesus picks up a child and uses 
him as an illustration. 
 
Verses 36-37. “And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said 
to them, ‘Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me and whoever receives me, receives 
not me, but him who sent me.’” 
 
Mark will revisit this issue in Chapter 10, and in verse 42, Jesus will say, “For even the Son of Man came 
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
•  This little child, perhaps Peter’s son (at Peter’s house), would serve as an illustration of humility. 
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “This child is an object lesson, a visualization, if you will, a picture. A child has no 
power, no achievement, no accomplishment, no greatness; a child is weak, dependent, ignored, 
vulnerable, nothing to offer. This is a perfect illustration for a believer. ‘Whoever receives one child like 
this in My name.’ We’re not talking about an actual child. We’re talking about a spiritual child of God, a 
child like this, ‘In My name, receives Me.’ What is He saying? When a believer comes to you, Christ 
comes to you. How you treat another believer is how you treat Christ. What a profound lesson this must 
have been if those men got any inkling of what He was intending them to understand. Here you are 
stepping on each other’s necks, here you are trying to promote yourselves above each other, and 
instead of opening up your arms to become the servant of each other, because I come to you in each 
other you’ve rejected Me. This is serious stuff.” 
 
Verse 38. Almost as if he wasn’t listening, or maybe because he was feeling guilty, John spoke up and 
said, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because 
he wasn’t following us.” 
 
(1) A PREDICTION  (2)  A PREDICAMENT  Now ... 
(3) A PRESCRIPTION (Mark 9:38-41) 
 -  There’s no way to know what triggered the thought in John’s mind to bring up this incident. 
 -  Was he trying to change the subject or was he thinking, “as long as we’re dealing with bad stuff, I 
 might as well bring this up,” or was it pure guilt because they’d refused this other guy, too? 
  •  Maybe it was Jesus using the words; “In My name ...” There’s no real way to know. 
  
•  Whatever this guy had done, he hadn’t done it the right way. He wasn’t following the disciples. 
 -  “You didn’t go to our seminary. You don’t belong to our denomination. You’re not one of us.” 
 
Dr. Ray Stedman: “I think John was troubled by the success of this individual. What appalled him was 
that this man was actually succeeding in casting out demons! It was not a phony ministry, he was no 
fake; he was doing it, and doing it in the name of Jesus! Yet John had never heard anything about the 
man before. It was his very success that troubled John. So he asked Jesus, ‘Did we do the right thing?’” 
 
Verses 39-40.  Jesus answered, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will 
be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. For the one who is not against us is for us.” 
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Verse 41. “For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ 
will by no means lose his reward.” 
 
•  Jesus says, “Listen, whether its casting out demons or giving someone a cup of cold water, if people 
are doing it My name, receive them, welcome them, love them as brothers and sisters.” 
  
Philippians 1:15-18. Paul was in prison and people were preaching. But they were also saying bad things 
about Paul. 
 -  “He was in prison because he’d done something wrong. Prison was punishment for a secret life.” 
 -  Paul said, “they were trying to afflict me more even as I was in chains in prison.” 
 
•  “But, he said, regardless of whether they preach in pretense or in truth, I rejoice that Christ is being 
preached” (vs. 18). 
 
 -  We’re to help people, not hinder them. We’re to encourage others not discourage them. 
 -  Jesus sees and knows everything we do and He will reward us even for the simplest acts of 
 kindness. Like giving a cup of cold water to another brother or sister in Christ. 
 
•  Jesus introduces the concept of REWARDS. He has in view the judgment seat of Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10, For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 
receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” 
 -  Every believer will one day discover that no helping hand extended to a fellow believer went 
 unnoticed. Nor will it go unrewarded. 
 
•  The disciples had been thinking in terms of greatness and importance – greatness as envisioned by 
ambitious men. 
 -  The Lord’s scale of values embraced even the humblest, lowliest most insignificant acts. 
 
Then, Jesus gives them ... 
(4) A PRECAUTION (Mark 9:42-50) 
 -  Here’s how serious all this is to God. 
 -  Jesus says, “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better 
 for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.” 
 -  Again, He’s not talking about children who are believers but believers who are His children. 
  •  This isn’t some little rock either. But a millstone that would’ve weighed tons. 
 -  Jesus is calling us to love one another with a fervent love. 
  •  It’s the idea of stretching a muscle to its absolute limits. 
  •  An all-encompassing love that goes as far as it can, reaches as far as it can. 
   -  That’s the love we’re to have for one another. 
  
•  It’s not about competition or “who’s the greatest.”  
 -  It’s about who we can we serve the most and help the most. 
  
How can we cause other people to sin? 
1. Direct temptation – we tempt someone. We invite them to sin. 
2. Indirect temptation – we flaunt what we have and provoke others to jealousy. 
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3. Setting a sinful example – doing things that are sinful and others follow our example. 
 -  Romans 14 warns about abusing your liberty and causing someone else to live in bondage. 
4. Failing to encourage righteousness – Hebrews 10:24-25 
 “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
 together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
 drawing near.” 
 
•  This is serious stuff. How serious? Jesus uses some very strong language here. (Hyperbole) 
 -  Metaphoric hyperbole. Illustrating the seriousness of how we ought to view sin in our own life. 
 
•  Jesus talks about HELL and judgment and punishment here. 
 -  Verses 44 & 46 are omitted because they aren’t in the earliest, most reliable manuscripts. 
 
•  Jesus says we are to deal radically and dramatically with the sin in our own lives. 
 -  When you allow sin in your life you don’t end up being a carnal Christian or a second-class 
 Christian. No. If you do this ... YOU END UP IN HELL! 
  •  That’s why HELL is mentioned in vs. 43, 45, & 47. HELL is at stake here. 
 
1.   Your hand (vs. 43) – representing WHAT YOU DO. 
2. Your feet (vs. 45) – representing WHERE YOU GO. 
3. Your eye (vs. 47) – representing WHAT YOU SEE.  
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “This is the strongest call to discipleship, maybe the strongest our Lord ever gave. 
You either deal radically with issues of sin in your life, or you end up in the eternal dump, the garbage pit, 
punished forever where there will be darkness, weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth in isolation, 
according to what we read in so many places in Matthew.” 
 
2 Corinthians 7:1, “Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 
defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.” 
 
Romans 12:1, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” 
 
Verse 49. Salt was added to O.T. sacrifices as a symbol of God’s enduring covenant. Salt is a 
preservative.  
 -  Having been salted, a sacrifice was rendered acceptable to God. 
 
•  There’s a sense in which all believers will be purified through the fire of persecution and suffering. 
 
Here’s the bottom line ...  
•  We need to deal with the sin in our lives, get clean before God. Then, we’ll have a salty nature. 
 -  When we come in contact with others, there ought to be a flavor in our lives that’s attractive to 
 those who don’t know Christ, and affirming to those who do know Him. 
 
•  Don’t argue about “who’s the greatest.” Love and serve each other and be at peace with each other. 
 
 -  When that happens ... that’s GENUINE GREATNESS. 


