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“MARK” Series, Message #31                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“AFTER THE MOUNTAINTOP” 
(Text: Mark 9:14-29) 

 
Not all mountaintop experiences have good endings. 
 -  What happened two weeks ago on Mt. Everest didn’t end well at all. 
 -  16 Sherpas (guides) were killed in the deadliest fall in 8 years on the world’s highest peak. 
 -  At 6:30 a.m., a massive chunk of ice broke off, sending an avalanche of ice and snow, engulfing  
 the men. 
  •  The worst single day tragedy in the history of Everest. 
 
•  The Sherpas, who only make $125 per climb, were spread out at 19,000 feet when the avalanche hit. 

-  Ordinarily, the guides always try to cross the notorious GOLDEN GATE area before sunrise,  when 
rising temperatures may cause ice shifts. 

  • For some unknown reason, they started late that day. 
  
•  One 22-yr. old survivor recalled being trapped, after the avalanche came crashing down the icy slopes. 
 - The force of the avalanche fractured his ribs and broke his shoulder blades, leaving him buried in 
 neck –deep snow. 
 - “It came out of nowhere,” he said, “this huge block of ice that fell from above, flying right at us. I 
 wanted to run but there was no time, we were just trapped.” 
 
•  In our text this morning, JESUS, PETER, JAMES & JOHN have been on top of Mt. Hermon. 
  
 -  But now, they are coming down the mountain and their mountaintop experience isn’t going to 
 have a good ending. 
 
•  Like MOSES, when he was on Mt. Sinai, and had an incredible mountaintop experience alone with 
God. 
 -  He came down the mountain from being in the fabulous presence of Almighty God to a bunch of 
 faithless  people who’d gotten drunk and were dancing around a golden calf they were worshipping. 
   
•  JOSHUA told MOSES, “There’s the sound of war in the camp . . .” 
 -  Moses said, “That’s not the sound of war, that’s the sound of a party.” 
 -  He was so upset he threw the tablets of stone down and broke them, and had the sons of Levi 
 put over 3,000 people to death for their actions. 
 
Not all mountaintop experiences have good endings. 
 -  That’s certainly what happens in the passage we’re going to examine this morning. 
 
READ:  MARK 9:14-28 
 
Dr. John MacArthur helps set the stage for our study: “The Transfiguration happens on a mountain. This 
happens in the valley below. In the Transfiguration, there is glory. Here there is suffering. In the 
Transfiguration, God dominates the scene. Here, Satan dominates the scene. In the Transfiguration, the 
Father is pleased. In this incident, the earthly father is tortured. In the Transfiguration, there’s a perfect 
Son. Here there’s a perverted son. In the Transfiguration, you have fallen men in holy wonder.” 
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“In this story, you have a fallen son in unholy horror. It’s a dramatic scene, one of the most dramatic in all 
the New Testament. In involves demon possession. A boy filled with a demon, an unclean spirit.” 
 
•  Today, demons like to disguise themselves as angels of light. They like to appear religious and very 
moral. They love to work behind the scenes and not draw any attention to themselves. 
 -  But in Jesus’ day there was an all-out assault against Him. 
 
•  There’s also a Key verse in this passage that unlocks the lesson being taught here: Verse 23, 
 “All things are possible for one who believes.” 
 
The first thing we notice is a: 
(1) TRAGIC DEVELOPMENT (Mark 9:14-16) 
 -  While Jesus and three of His disciples had been up on Mt. Hermon experiencing the triumph and  
 victory of His glory, the remaining disciples were at the base of the mountain under siege from the 
 scribes in a heated argument. 
 -  WHAT WERE THEY ARGUING ABOUT? 
  •  Probably the same things they always argued about: 
   -  Jesus view of God and what He said about the Kingdom. 
   -  The way Jesus mocked and exposed their phony religious system. 
   -  The fact Jesus and His disciples ignored and even mocked the traditions of their fathers. 
 
•  So, there’s a heated debate going on and, to add fuel to the fire, the disciples haven’t been doing very 
well on their own. 
 
Verse 15. When JESUS, PETER, JAMES and JOHN show up, the crowd ran up to meet Jesus. 
 -  The word used here could be translated: “they were awestruck.” 
   
•  Some have suggested the crowd was in awe because of the fact Jesus face must’ve been shining from 
the Transfiguration. 
 -  But in vs. 9, Jesus had told Peter, James and John not to tell anyone what they’d just witnessed. 
 
Verse 16, Jesus asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 
 -  Jesus shows up just in time. 
 -  The disciples are in a desperate situation, as we’ll see in just a moment. 
  •  They haven’t been doing very well and Jesus shows up just in time to rescue them. 
 
•  Now the scribes don’t say a word. But the disciples don’t say anything either. What happened? 
 -  I believe both the Scribes and the disciples were embarrassed. 
  •  You don’t argue with Jesus and win – that explains the silence of the Scribes. 
  •  It’s hard to be haughty when you’ve just been humbled – which explains the disciples. 
   -  Which will see in a moment. 
 -  Suddenly, the argument ends. 
 
Next we meet a: 
(2) TERRIBLE DEMON (Mark 9:17-20) 
 -  Matthew 17 tells us a man came up to Jesus and fell on his knees before Him. 
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•  The man called Jesus, “Lord.” So he had some semblance of faith. 
 -  He had some measure of faith in the PERSON and POWER of CHRIST or he wouldn’t be here. 
 
•  Mark and Luke tell us the man called Jesus, “TEACHER,” too.  
 -  Verses 17-18, he explains to Jesus that his son has a spirit that makes him mute. 
  •  “Whenever the demon seizes my boy, he throws him down, makes him foam at the mouth,  
  grind his teeth, and sometimes the demon throws him into the fire and into the water.” 
 
Here’s the key statement – vs. 18, “I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” 
 
•  That could be said of a lot of Christians and churches today: “they were not able.” 
 -  People come for help, they bring their problems to the average church or the average Christian 
 and they aren’t able to do anything for them. 
 
•  Friend, if your answer is: “you need to call the church,” or “you need to talk to one of our pastors,” 
that’s the wrong answer. 
 -  Every single one of us and every single church ought to be able to help people. 
  •  But, too often we can’t because there’s no power in our lives. 
  •  And there’s no power in our lives because there’s no prayer in our lives. 
 
Why couldn’t the disciples cast this demon out? 
 -  Jesus had given them “authority over the unclean spirits” (Mark 6:7). 
 
SO WHAT HAPPENED? 
 -  Always before, Jesus had been there and they believed. 
 -  Now He was gone from them and they struggled to believe. 
 
Verse 19. Jesus answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to 
bear with you?”  
 -  Luke 9:41 adds, “Oh faithless and twisted generation.” How did you get messed up so fast? 
 
•  They needed to learn how to believe when He wasn’t there. 
 -  Because it wouldn’t be long and He wouldn’t be there any more. 
 
Verse 19. So Jesus said, “Bring him to me.” 
 
Verse 20. Some people brought the boy to Jesus and the demon went nuts. 
 -  It convulsed the young boy, threw him to the ground and he began foaming at the mouth. 
 
At this point, Jesus turns and addresses the: 
(3) TREMBLING DAD (Mark 9:21-22) 
 -  “How long has this been happening to him?”  
  •  Jesus already knew. He just wanted this father to know He cared. 
  •  We have a compassionate Savior, Who cares about our pains and our problems. 
 -  Jesus is not some “higher power.” He’s a PERSON, Who cares about you. 
  •  Hebrews 4:15 tells us we have a sympathetic and merciful High Priest in Jesus. 
 -  Vs. 21. The father responds, “From childhood . . .” (It’s been this way his whole life.) 
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THE DEVIL WANTS TO GET HOLD OF YOUR KIDS WHILE THEY’RE YOUNG. 
 -  Why do you think our kids are exposed to so much filth and evil on a daily basis? 
 -  The vulgarity and obscenity and pornography and wickedness that floods the airwaves. 
  •  Now, it’s not just the TV and the movies you need to monitor. 
  •  Kids have their own handheld TV, their own personal movie theater in their hands. 
 
•  With Smartphones & iPads, kids have access to everything. 
 -  They may not know where it is. But the devil will make sure they find it. 
 
•  We need to determine we’re not going to let the devil have our children. 
 -  That’s why we’re building a new Children’s building. 
 -  That’s why we have all kinds of opportunities for kids & youth here. 
  •  That’s why we have Crossroads’ Sports. 
  •  That’s why we have summer camps and CIY and VBS. 
  •  That’s why we have Connect Groups for kids and teenagers. 
 
•  We want to do everything we possibly can to keep the devil from touching or taking a single young 
person. 
 
Verse 22. This desperate dad says to Jesus, “But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and 
help us.” 
 -  That’s a pretty weak statement of faith. “But if you can do anything ...” 
 
Jesus responds with a: 
(4) TERRIFIC DELIVERANCE (Mark 9:23-27) 
 -  You’re going to love Jesus’ response:  
  NLT: “What do you mean, ‘If I can’? Anything is possible if a person believes.” 
  MSG: “If? There are no ‘ifs’ among believers. Anything can happen.” 
  
•  The man had the wrong “IF.” 
 -  It wasn’t a matter IF Jesus could do anything. Jesus can do everything. 
 -  Jesus created everything. He upholds the universe by the very word of His power. 
  •  He calmed the storm. He walked on water. He turned water into wine.  
  •  He healed the sick and even raised the dead. 
 -  The problem wasn’t IF Jesus could do anything.  
  •  The problem is: IF YOU CAN BELIEVE. 
 
•  Jesus said, “All things are possible for one who believes.” 
 -  That’s the heart of the lesson here: do you have the faith to believe the Lord can do anything? 
 
Verse 24.  “Immediately, the boy’s father cried out, ‘I do believe; help my unbelief!’” 
 -  He didn’t have perfect faith or even a lot of faith. But he had enough to believe. 
 -  All it takes it faith the size of a mustard seed to move mountains. 
  •  It’s not the measure of our faith that matters. But rather, the magnificent power of our God! 
 
Verse 25.  Jesus sees the crowd gathering again and turns to the demon and tells him to come out and 
never enter him again.  
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•  Jesus didn’t wait for the crowd to arrive. He doesn’t need to prove anything to them. 
 -  He cast the demon out and the foul spirit put up one last protest and leaves the boy almost lifeless 
 on the ground. 
  •  Mark says, “the boy was like a corpse” (Mark 9:26). 
   -  People came up and said, “He’s dead.” 
 
Verse 27. “But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up and he arose.” 
 -  Luke 9:42 says, “Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy, and gave him back to his 
 father.” 
 
One final note, we see the: 
(5) TROUBLED DISCIPLES (Mark 9:28-29) 
 -  “And when he had entered the house ...” It’s time for a teachable moment. 
 -  The disciples are alone with the Lord and they ask Him, “So why couldn’t we get rid of that 
 demon?” 
 -  Vs. 29. Jesus said, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”  
 
•  When Jesus said, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer,” He wasn’t talking about a 
specific prayer you pray. 
 -  Jesus didn’t pray a prayer when He cast out this demon. 
  •  He was obviously talking about something else. 
 
Dr. Ray Stedman:  “He wasn’t talking about a certain kind of prayer you pray when you want to help 
someone get rid of a demon. He was talking about a lifestyle of prayer. A lifestyle of daily dependence 
upon God and His power. That’s why Jesus was so powerful. He was always in touch with the Father. He 
was always drawing upon His Father’s power. He always walked in step with the Father, completely 
reliant on Him. He prayed constantly and consistently, maintaining a fresh and ever-expanding 
relationship with  God. 
 
Matthew 17:20, Jesus tells them the reason why they couldn’t cast out that demon was “Because of your 
little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard see, you will say to this mountain. 
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.” 
 
•  Had they tried to cast out that demon in their own strength? 
 -  Had they become overconfident and even prideful because of their success in the past? 
 
•  Jesus was telling them, you’re going to have to learn to live by faith every day. 
 -  We need to learn that, too. 
  Romans 10:17, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
 
Did you come to church this morning, thinking, “Lord, if you can do anything to help me that would 
be great”? 
 -  “Lord, if you can help my marriage? My kids? My job situation? The financial hole I’m in?” 
 -  “Lord, if you can get me out this mess ...” 
 
Here’s the bottom line: We need to walk by faith and remember “all things are possible for one who 
believes.’” 


