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“MARK” Series, Message #30                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“GLORY ON THE MOUNTAINTOP” 
(Text: Mark 9:1-13) 

 
•  We come in our study of the Gospel of Mark to one of the most magnificent events in all of Scripture. 
 -  Ranking perhaps only behind the crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord. 
 -  It’s the TRANSFIGURATION of Jesus. 
 
•  It follows Jesus’ announcing to His disciples that the CROSS was coming and what it would COST to 
faithfully follow Him (Mark 8:31-38). 
 
• JESUS knew the TRANSFIGURATION was coming, because He announced it six full days before it 
happened. 
 -  Most likely, the TRANSFIGURATION took place on MOUNT HERMON. 
  •  That beautiful snow covered mountain north of the Sea of Galilee. 
 
Jesus explains the REASON for this EVENT before it happens: Verse 1 
 “And he said to them, ‘Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death 
 until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.” 
 
•  Some liberal commentators have misinterpreted this passage and claimed it’s an obvious contradiction 
because Jesus was predicting His Second Coming within the lifetime of those standing there. And it 
obviously didn’t happen. 
 -  Some have gone so far as to speculate that Jesus didn’t even know the exact timing of His 
Second  Coming. 
 
•  If you keep reading, it’s obvious Jesus was speaking about the TRANSFIGURATION. 
 -  He was saying that some who were standing there at that moment, wouldn’t die until they saw 
 this manifestation of the kingdom of God, of His coming, and of His glory. 
 
Remember: He’d just been talking to them about how He was going to suffer many things, be rejected 
by the chief priests, the elders and the scribes and then be killed. Three days later, He would rise again. 
 -  Remember how Peter said, “Lord, we’re not going to let that happen!” 
  •  And Jesus rebuked him, “Get behind me, Satan.” 
 -  Then, Jesus went on to tell them what it was going to cost to follow Him (Mark 8:34-37). 
 
•  He was simply saying, “Before you see all the suffering, I’m going to show you the glory to come.” 
 
•  He’d just referred to this at the close of Chapter 8: “For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:38). 
 
•  That’s the event they were going to see. It was going to be a PREVIEW of COMING ATTRACTIONS. 
 -  JESUS chose PETER, JAMES and JOHN to be with Him on the mountaintop. 
 
READ: Mark 9:1-13 
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Peter was the only one to refer to this event later on when he wrote:  
 
 “For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming 
 of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor and 
 glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is my 
 beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. We ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, 
 for we were with him on the holy mountain” (2 Peter 1:16-18). 
 
One more thing ...  
 -  This was a PREVIEW not only of what it was going to be like when Jesus came back to REIGN 
 on earth, but also of what awaits every believer upon death. 
 -  Notice JESUS said, “There are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the 
 kingdom of God after it has come with power” (vs. 1), 
   
  •  The implication is that it’s ordinarily by tasting death that the believer sees the kingdom of  
  God come with power. 
  •  Paul said, “To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8). 
  •  Acts 7:55, When Stephen was being stoned to death, Luke says, “But he, full of the Holy  
  Spirit, gazed  into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of  
  God.”  
 
•  When a Christian dies, the event which greets them instantly, the first thing he or she sees, as they 
leave time and space behind and step out into eternity, is the coming of the Lord with His angels. 
 
Notice, first of all ... 
(1) THE VISION (Mark 9:2-3) 
 -  The purpose of the TRANSFIGURATION was to encourage the disciples. 
 -  Jesus had just announced the way of the cross, certain suffering and His own death to come. 
 -  So, He gives them a glimpse of glory on the mountaintop to strengthen their faith. 
 
•  Jesus gave them this magnificent vision to encourage them and strengthen them during the dark days 
to come. 
 -  It’s not going to end in darkness, discouragement, doom and death. 
  •  It’s going to end in triumph, victory and glory for all eternity! 
 
 (a) The MEN (vs. 2) 
  •  Only three of the disciples were allowed to go up on the mountain with Jesus. 
  •  The same three that were often seen alone with Jesus. 
   -  Peter, James and John were allowed into the home of Jairus when Jesus healed his  
    daughter (Mark 5:22). 
   -  In the Garden of Gethsemane, Peter, James and John went further with Jesus than the  
   other disciples. 
  •  There was a special bond between Jesus and these three. 
   -  They weren’t His favorites. But they favored Him more than the others. 
 
•  You and I are as close to Jesus as we want to be. 
 -  James 4:8, “Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.” 
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 (a) The Men 
 (b) The MASTER (vs. 3) 
  •  Luke tells us this experience happened while Jesus was praying. 
   (Great things always happen when we pray!) 
  •  “Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. And as 
  he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling  
   white” (Luke 9:28). 
  •  His face began to shine. His garments became white, and His whole being radiated glory. 
  •  Jesus was TRANSFIGURED before them. 
   - The word is a translation of the word from which we get METAMORPHOSIS. 
 
METAMORPHOSIS is a process in the world of nature when a CATERPILAR, wraps a cocoon around itself 
and after a period of time a beautiful butterfly comes out. 
 -  It means an outward change that comes from the inside. 
 
•  When the Bible says that Jesus was TRANSFIGURED, it means that He became on the OUTSIDE what 
HE was on the INSIDE. 
 
Philippians 2:6-8, “Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking on the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 
of men. And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.” 
 
  •  His countenance was altered. His face shone like the sun. His clothing glistened; it was   
  whiter than white. 
  •  The glory of God was being manifested in the humanity of the Lord Jesus. 
 
•  The same word is used with reference to believers: 
 

Romans 12:2, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be TRANSFORMED by the renewal of  your 
mind ...” 

 
 2 Corinthians 3:18, “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
 TRANSFORMED into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from 
 the Lord who is the Spirit.” 
 
John 17:22, “The glory that you have given me I have given to them ...” 
 -  God wants people to see Jesus in our lives. 
  •  There ought to be something different about our countenance and our conduct because we 
  are Christians – because JESUS lives in us. 
  • Our lives ought to give people a glimpse of the glory of God. 
 
(1) THE VISION 
(2) THE VISITORS (Mark 9:4-6) 
 -  As Jesus was praying and changing, being TRANSFIGURED, before their very eyes, TWO  
 OTHERS appeared with Him: MOSES and ELIJAH. 
 -  It’s interesting to me that the disciples had no difficulty instantly recognizing these two men. 
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•  Jesus didn’t introduce them. They knew who were they were. 
 HOW IS THAT POSSIBLE? This is a preview of what Heaven will be like. 
 
 (a) WHO were they? 
 
  •  Why MOSES & ELIJAH? Why not ISAIAH and JEREMIAH or ABRAHAM and DAVID    
  or NOAH and GIDEON? 
  
  #1 – They represent the LAW and the PROPHETS. 
   -  MOSES, the great lawgiver. 
   -  ELIJAH, in many ways the greatest of the prophets. 
  #2 – They also picture the two ways believers go to Heaven. 
   -  MOSES, died in the arms of God here on earth and was buried. 
   -  ELIJAH, was caught up to Heaven, without dying, in a fiery chariot. 
 
 (b) WHAT were they were doing? 
  •  Luke 9:31, “They were speaking about His departure, which He was about to accomplish at  
  Jerusalem.” 
  •  They were talking about the CROSS. 
   -  The CROSS wasn’t some tragic accident. It was the Providential plan and purpose of  
   Almighty God from the very beginning. 
 
Dr. Ray Stedman: “I am always intrigued by the fact Moses is here because it means that he finally made 
it to the Promised Land! In the wilderness, because he got angry and disobeyed the Lord, God told him 
that he would not be permitted to lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land. He could see the 
land, but he could not enter. But that prohibition was only in time. Now, in eternity, he was permitted to 
enter the land. And here he is on the mountaintop. I can just see him looking all around, looking over that 
land, and saying, “So there it is! I’ve been wanting to come here for ages, and I’ve finally made it!” 
 
  •  Luke tells us they were talking about how Jesus would leave the earth by means of a CROSS 
  and a RESURRECTION. 
 
•  When Jesus was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Father, if there is any other way, let this cup 
pass from me (the suffering to come), but not My will, but your will be done.” 
 -  Luke 22:43, “And there appeared to Him an angel from Heaven, strengthening Him.” 
 
•  Here on the Mount of Transfiguration, two of the great veterans of the faith, come and stand on either 
side of Jesus to encourage Him. 
 -  Wouldn’t you like to know what they told Him? 
  •  Just being there would be enough. 
 
Don’t ever underestimate the importance of being an encouragement to others. 
 -  Especially older believers for younger believers. 
 
Verses 5-6. Obviously overwhelmed by the moment, Peter speaks up. 
 -  Luke tells us they had been heavy with sleep. Apparently, Jesus had been praying for a while. 
 
 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 

Page Five 
 
•  Peter wakes up, sees Moses and ELIJAH with JESUS and says, “This is awesome, Lord. We ought to 
build three tabernacles, three tents, right now for YOU and MOSES and ELIJAH. 
 -  Peter didn’t understand the Kingdom and how it was going to work and when it was going to 
 happen. 
 -  He also didn’t realize you don’t build tabernacles and put JESUS in one alongside other men. 
 
•  Mark makes it clear that Peter spoke up out of fear.  Verse 6, “For he did not know what to say, for 
they were terrified.” 
 
(3) THE VOICE (Mark 8:7-13) 
 -  “And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud.” 
 -  You can almost imagine a huge storm cloud appearing over their head and a voice speaks. 
  •  Like a thunderclap that jolts you out of bed. 
 -  Guess Who this is?  This is ANOTHER VISITOR: MOSES, ELIJAH and now ... GOD! 
 -  They’re engulfed by this enormous storm cloud and a voice thunders out of the cloud: “This is my 
 beloved Son; listen to him.” 
  •  In other words, God tells Peter, “Shut your mouth, Peter.” (It’s a direct rebuke.) 
  •  “Listen to My Son.” Listen to what?  
   -  “Listen to what He has to say about His death.” 
 
Matthew 17:6-8 says, “When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus 
came and touched them, saying, ‘Rise, and have no fear. And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no 
one but Jesus only.” 
 
Mark 9:9. Jesus tells them not to tell anyone what they’ve just witnessed until He has risen from the 
dead. 
 -  Why? Because there was more for them to learn. They didn’t have the full picture yet. 
 -  Vs. 10. They kept it to themselves but kept questioning what He meant about rising from the 
 dead. 
 
Verses 11-13. They also asked Him about Elijah and what the Scribes said about Elijah coming first. 
 -  They were still confused about the Kingdom. 
 -  So, Jesus pointed them back to the Scriptures and what He was saying to them now. 
 
•  There was a sense in which John the Baptist fulfilled the coming of Elijah, since he came in the spirit 
and power of Elijah. 
 -  Later, there would be a fulfillment as Elijah will come prior to the return of Christ to the earth. 
 
•  Jesus turned their attention away from speculation about Elijah to what He had come to do and what 
He was going to do: Die for the sins of the world, be buried and rise again. 
 
Four observations: 
1. Whatever you’re going through right now, it WON’T END in darkness, doom and death. 
 -  That’s not the script God has written for you. There’s glory and victory to come. 
2. JESUS stands ALONE as the ONE we need to LISTEN to.   
3. We need to GET BACK to the Scriptures and LISTEN to what Jesus is saying to us now. 
4. We need to do more than LISTEN to what Jesus says. We need to DO what He says. 


