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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #3                                     Barry L. Cameron, Pastor 
 
 

“THE PERSON OF THIS GOSPEL” 
(Text: Mark 1:9-13) 

 
ILL.  Dr. David Jeremiah (God Loves You): I would not have wanted to be President of the United States 
on February 3, 1994. Or, Vice President.  Or a Senator or Congressman or any other high-ranking 
government official that day. 
  A tiny woman from India made the leaders of the most powerful government in the world feel much 
smaller.  She didn’t mean to.  She didn’t berate or criticize them.  In fact, she spoke quite lovingly.  She 
simply stood up for what she believed in. 
 She was invited to speak at the National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, D.C.  Even standing on a 
platform, the tiny nun’s head was barely visible over the top of the podium.  But the room was so quiet 
that no one failed to hear her message, loud and clear. 
 Mother Teresa talked about the dignity and value of all life, the worthiness of all human life to be 
loved, something that everyone gathered at the prayer breakfast could agree with.  But halfway through 
her talk she said: 
 “I feel that the greatest destroyer of peace today is abortion, because it is a war against the child, a 
direct killing of the innocent child, murder by the mother herself.  And if we accept that a mother can kill 
even her own child, how can we tell other people not to kill one another.” 
 And then, speaking directly into the room filled with some of the world’s most powerful people, she 
pleaded: 
 “Please don’t kill the child.  I want the child.  Please give me the child.  I am willing to accept any 
child who would be aborted and to give that child to a married couple who will love the child and be 
loved by the child. 
 From our children’s home in Calcutta alone, we have saved over 3,000 children from abortion.  
These children have brought such love and joy to their adopting parents and have grown up so full of 
love and joy.   
 If we remember that God loves us, and that we can love others as He loves us, then America can 
become a sign of peace for the world.  From here in Washington, D.C., a sign of care for the weakest of 
the weak –the unborn child – must go out to the world.  If you become a burning light of justice and 
peace in the world, then really you will be true to what the founders of this country stood for.  God bless 
you!” 
 
•  John the Baptist was like that.  He was “the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of 
the Lord.” 
 -  It didn’t matter whether he was confronting the King (Herod) or the common people, he 
 preached the same message – a message of REPENTANCE (vs. 4). 
 
•  Mother Teresa was known for her SENSITIVITY, SIZE, and SIMPLE LIFE. 
 -  John the Baptist was known for his BOLDNESS and his BAPTISM. 
  •  His clothing made of camel’s hair, his leather belt, and his diet of locusts and wild honey. 
 
•  John wasn’t the FIRST BAPTIST.  They actually called him “John, the Baptizer,” because that’s what 
he did.  (And he baptized several hundred thousand people.) 
 -  Mark said, “all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being 
 baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.” (vs. 5) 
•  But it was never about John.  It was always about Jesus. 
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•  One of my favorite verses is John 1:37, where it says, “they heard John and followed Jesus.”  
 -  That’s exactly what’s about to happen here. 
 
Read:  Mark 1:9-13 
 
•  In verse 9, everything changes with TWO WORDS:  “JESUS CAME.” 
 -  Things change when Jesus shows up.  They always have – they always will. 
 
Notice first of all . . . 
(1) THE CONSUMMATION (vs. 9) 
 -  “In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.” 
 -  Mark leaves out the first 30 years of Jesus’ life and begins with His first public act of ministry. 
  
Dr. Jerry Vines: “Jesus walked on foot to get to that place.  He walked approximately seventy miles to 
be baptized . . . Does it matter whether a Christian believer is baptized or not?  Nothing is unimportant if 
Jesus walked seventy miles to do it.  Jesus had only three years to work in his earthly ministry here.  He 
didn’t have time for trivia.  So we can conclude that there is nothing minor or unimportant about 
baptism.” 
 
 -  He came to the JORDAN from a despised town and a despised province to a despised river. 
 
•  Remember NAAMAN, the leper?  When ELIJAH told him he must dip himself 7 times in the Jordan 
river if he wanted to be healed of his leprosy?  (2 Kings 5:10-12) 
 
 -  And NAAMAN said, “Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters 
 of Israel?” 
 
•  Mark already told us JOHN’S BAPTISM was a baptism of REPENTANCE. 
  •  So what would JESUS be repenting for?  NOTHING!  He was the sinless Son of God. 
  •  Even JOHN was horrified at the very thought of it. 
 
Matthew 3:14, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
 -  Jesus overruled all of his objections and said, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill 
 all righteousness.”  (vs. 15) 
 
•  When Jesus was baptized, He was not ADMITTING He was a sinner.  Rather He was ACCEPTING our 
sins. 
 Isaiah 53:12 says, “He was numbered with the transgressors.” 
 
•  Paul said, “For our sake he (God) made him (Jesus) to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
Isaiah 53:6, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned – every one – to his own way; and the 
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  
 
• Jesus’ first public act of ministry was IDENTIFYING with us. 
 -  He stepped into the dirty Jordan and identified Himself with the ruined race He’d come to save. 
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•  That’s why John said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 
 -  He took our sin upon Himself. 
 -  It was the CONSUMMATION of His ministry.  It’s how it all began.   
  •  Taking our sin.  Taking our place.   
 
But it wasn’t just the CONSUMMATION of His ministry.  Notice also: 
(2) THE CORONATION (vs. 10-11) 

-  “And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and 
the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven “You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.” 
-  God, the Son, came up out of the water. God, the Holy Spirit, descended out of the sky.  God, the 
Father, spoke from Heaven. 

•  Three Persons.  One God.  Each member of the Godhead is actively involved in bringing 
salvation to a lost and dying world. 
 

•  Jesus went into the water, picturing His death.  He went under the water, picturing His burial.  He 
came up out of the water, picturing His resurrection. 

-  His sacrificial death on CALVARY would provide atonement for our sins and the sins of the whole 
world. 

 - His baptism would picture his identifying with us, declaring what He would do for all of us. 
 
•  When we are baptized, we’re identifying with Him and declaring what He has done for us. 
 -  We’re declaring our allegiance to Him and identifying with His death, burial and resurrection. 
 
 Notice three things Jesus witnessed: 
 1.  The heavens opening 
 2.  The Spirit descending 
 3.  The Father speaking 
 
Dr. John MacArthur:  “Now remember, God hasn’t spoken in 400 years.  Four hundred years of divine 
silence until an angel comes and talks to Zechariah and Elizabeth.  Ad another angel comes and talks to 
Joseph and Mary but none of that is public.  The heavens have been closed for 400 years.  And now 
they split.  He saw the heavens opening, and Mark uses a verb that Matthew and Luke do not use: 
SCHIZO, which means to rip.  It’s dramatic.  The heavens rip open.  It’s only used one other time in the 
New Testament, when the veil in the temple at the death of Christ was ripped from top to bottom.” 
 
•  Jesus also sees “the Spirit descending on him like a dove.” 
 -  Mark isn’t saying the Holy Spirit IS A DOVE.  The Holy Spirit is a PERSON. 
  •  He descended upon Jesus “like a dove.”  How does a DOVE descend? 
   -  He doesn’t come crashing down.  The dove is the gentlest of birds. 
   -  So He would descend lightly, delicately, and gently to rest in its place. 
 -  That’s how the Holy Spirit came. 
 
Isaiah 42:1, “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my 
Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.” 
 
John 3:34 tells us that God gave Jesus the Spirit “without measure.”  (Without limit.) 
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•  When Jesus came up out of the water, God declared His approval and absolute affirmation: 
 “You are My beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
  •  I don’t believe this was just an affirmation of His baptism. 
   -  I believe God was rendering His verdict on all thirty years of Jesus’ life. 
 
John 4:34, Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of Him Who sent Me and to accomplish (finish) His 
work.” 
 - Barely three years later, from the cross, Jesus would say, “It is finished!”  (John 19:30) 
  •  He wasn’t talking just about His death.  He was talking about our salvation. 
  •  He had done the will of the Father.  He had accomplished His work. 
 
Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 
 
(1)  CONSUMMATION 
(2)  CORONATION 
(3)  CONFRONTATION (vs. 12-13) 
 -  Notice vs. 12, “Immediately … the Spirit immediately drove Him out into the wilderness.” 
 -  Jesus moved from the testimony of Heaven to the tests of Hell. 
  •  He went from the BLESSING right into the BATTLE. 
 
•  That’s always the way it is, isn’t it? 
 -  Right after the BLESSING comes the TESTING. 
 
•  The word used here for “drove” in vs. 12 is a very strong verb in the original language. 
 -  It means to “cast out” or to “throw out.” 
  •  Same word used when Jesus cast out demons Mark 1:34, 39. 
 
Dr. John Phillips:  “The economy of words in Mark’s account of the temptation is startling.  It is all over 
and done within one verse!  Matthew gives us the fullest account; Luke’s account is fairly brief.  John 
does not mention it at all because John was concerned with the deity of Christ, and the Lord, as God, 
could not be tempted (James 1:13).” 
 
•  This is by no means the FIRST temptation of Christ, nor is it the LEAST or the LAST. 
 -  Hebrews 4:15 says, “He was tempted in all points like we are.” 
  •  He was tempted the way any human being is tempted from birth through His death. 

•  He was tempted the way little children are tempted and older children and teenagers and 
young adults and old adults. 

 
•  All along the way, Jesus was tempted just like we are, yet without sin. 
 
Please understand this … 
•  God is not the tempter.  The Holy Spirit is not the tempter.  James 1 tells us that God tempts no man. 
 -  God cannot be tempted and He does not tempt anyone. 
 
•  But God allows His own to be tempted in order that through the victory, in that temptation, they may 
triumph. 
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Dr. Adrian Rogers:  “A faith that can’t be tested can’t be trusted.” 
 
Proverbs 24:10, “If you faint in the day of adversity, your strength is small.” 
 -  NIV: “If you falter in times of trouble, how small is your strength.” 
 
•  You don't’ know what you know until you’re tested. 
 -  That was true in school.  That’s true in life. 
 
Verse 13.  Jesus was out in the wilderness for 40 days with wild animals. 
 -  He wouldn’t have been scared of the animals.  He created them all (Col. 1:16). 
 -  Heaven and hell and angels and animals were all there to see if Jesus could stand the test. 
 
•  The FIRST ADAM, in a perfect environment, failed the test. 
•  The LAST ADAM, in a pernicious environment, aced the test. 
 
•  Matthew and Luke fill in the blanks for us about the temptations. 
 1.  The first temptation had to do with FOOD.  (In the wilderness.) 
  “Turn these stones into bread.” 
  •  “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes form the mouth of God.” 
 
 2. The second temptation had to do with FAME.  (A high mountain.) 
  “I’ll give you the kingdoms of the world.  Just worship me.” 
  •  “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.” 
 
 3. The third temptation had to do with FASCINATION. (Pinnacle of the temple.) 
  “If you jump off the temple, people will be in awe and bow down and worship you.” 
  •  “You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.” 
 
•  Remember:  Mark is presenting Jesus as the SUFFERING SERVANT. 
 Can JESUS do the job? 
 -  Other men had failed:  They couldn’t stand up under the temptation. 
  •  Adam failed.  Noah made it through the flood and fell on his face and failed miserably. 

•  Moses failed.  He led the children out of Egypt but wasn’t allowed to enter the Promised 
Land. 

  •  David, Israel’s greatest king, failed. He couldn’t resist Bathsheba. 
 
•  But JESUS passed the test.  He emerged victorious. 
 -  And the Bible says the ANGELS came and ministered to Him.  (Angel food cake?) 
 
Here’s the bottom line:  A tempted Christ can understand a tempted people. 
 -  Jesus understands temptation and the pressure to give in. 
 
Hebrews 4:15-16, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence 
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 
 


