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“MARK” Series, Message #28                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE TURNING POINT” 
(Text: Mark 8:22-30) 

 
Rick Garmon opened his gun cabinet and took a long look at the weapons inside it.  He lifted his best 
rifle and began polishing it. He had been doing all he could do to hide the rage inside him, but people 
knew. 
 What they could not know was that the fantasy of vengeance that had crept into his mind months 
ago had put down roots and grown into a genuine intention. He was going to take this gun, place it on 
the floor of his car, and drive slowly through the college campus. Sooner or later he would see him – the 
student who had raped his daughter Katie. Then he would calmly pick up the gun, aim it, and deliver 
justice. 
 His sweet Katie had been only eighteen, a college freshman. She couldn’t tell anyone for a long 
time. Instead, she switched schools, developed eating disorders, and fought severe depression. It was 
Katie’s mother – Rick’s wife – who finally got the truth out of her. She told her mother about the date 
rape and gave her the name of the boy. But it didn’t help. Katie became more and more withdrawn. It 
took a year of prayer and therapy before she finally began to turn the corner and get on with her life. 
 But her protective father did not turn that corner. He seethed with ever-deepening fury over the 
punk who had devastated his daughter. First Rick merely daydreamed about revenge, but at some point 
he found himself making solid plans. 
 Now he stood at the gun cabinet, ready to turn those plans into action. That’s when his young son, 
Thomas came up behind him. “You going hunting, Dad? Cleaning your guns? Can I help you? 
 For a moment, Rick just stood without responding. When he turned around, he saw tears in his son’s 
eyes. He knows, Rick thought. Dear God, I think my son knows my plan. 
 Some kind of spell broke at that moment.  It was a TURNING POINT. 
 “Come here, son. Give me a hug.” 
 Thomas ran over to his dad and then wrapped his arms around his father, hugging him with all the 
love and affection he could muster. And that was when the father realized the truth. He had thought his 
bitterness defined him – that nothing could stop the overwhelming hatred from growing stronger in his 
heart. Now he knew he was wrong. LOVE WAS STRONGER. A son’s love. A Savior’s love. It took a great 
deal more strength to restrain one’s rage than it did to act it out. That strength could only be found in 
love. 
 As Rick replaced the gun and locked the cabinet decisively, he also locked away something within 
himself. He would not exercise his anger. He would not be judge and jury; he would be a servant of God 
instead, and that meant forgiving. It would be the hardest thing he had ever done, and it might take 
several months, and innumerable prayers. But through the power of God’s love, Rick Garmon was going 
to forgive the man who violently abused his daughter. (Source: David Jeremiah, God Loves You) 
 
Everything changes when you come to a TURNING POINT.  
 -  That’s what happens in our study this morning. 
 
•  This is the high point in the Gospel of Mark. It marks the halfway point in the teaching of this book. 
 One commentator said, “This is such a significant point historically that it could be called The 
 Continental Divide of the gospel of Mark. Everything before this is leading up to it and everything 
 after it falls from it.” 
 
READ: Mark 8:22-30 
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Bethsaida was the place where Jesus had performed some of His greatest miracles. 
 -  He fed the 5,000 near Bethsaida. 
 -  It was also the place He went when He heard of the murder of John the Baptist. 
 
•  Now He’s back and “some people brought to him a blind man and begged him to touch him.” 
 
•  In our passage, Mark records two miracles that aren’t found in the other gospel accounts:   
 #1 – The healing of the deaf man who had a speech impediment (Mark 7:31-37) 
 #2 – The healing of the blind man outside Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-26) 
 
Dr. Warren Wiersbe said: “Perhaps we can see in these two men illustrations of the disciple’s spiritual 
condition described in Mark 8:18.” 
 “Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear?” 
 
There are actually THREE TURNING POINTS in our passage. 
 
First of all, we see a TURNING POINT for: 
(1) THE BLIND MAN (Mark 8:22-26) 
 -   “And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and begged him to  
  touch him.” 
 -  Bethsaida was a fishing village. It was also the home of Andrew, Peter and Philip. 
 -  The people brought this blind man to Jesus and asked Him to touch him. 
  •  Jesus touched those nobody else wanted to touch. 
  •  The religious establishment wouldn’t touch people like this. 
   -  People who were under the curse of God’s judgment and ceremonially unclean. 
 -  Jesus didn’t keep His distance from the people who needed Him the most. 
  •  He touched people and people knew they could touch Him. 
 
 Two things stand out in the text: 1) A process and 2) A prohibition  
 (a) The process (vs. 23-25) 
  •  The process Jesus used here is unique. No other miracle is like this one. 
  •  Jesus took this man out of the village of Bethsaida. 
 
Why is that an important detail? Jesus has already pronounced coming judgment on the village of 
Bethsaida because of their chronic unbelief.  
 
 “Woe to you Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
 would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more bearable on the 
 day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you.” (Matthew 11:21-24). 
 
•  So, Jesus wouldn’t perform a miracle in that city or allow any kind of further witness there. 
 
  1. This healing was unusual. 
   He spit on the man’s eyes (vs. 23c) 
   -  In the healing of the deaf man, Jesus spit on his fingers first. 
   -  In John’s gospel, He spit on the ground, mixed it with clay and used it to put on a   
   blind man’s eyes. 
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William Barclay suggested this was done as an accommodation to the people’s belief that there is 
something therapeutic about human saliva. 
 -  People do put a hurt finger that is cut or burned in their mouth instantly. 
 
   He laid His hands on the man (vs. 23d) 
         He asked Him, “Do you see anything?” (vs. 23e) 
   -  The man answered, “I see people, but they look like trees.” 
    •  Which tells us he hadn’t been blind his whole life. 
   
  1. This healing was unusual 
  2. This healing was unprecedented. 
   -  In every other healing in Scripture, the healing was immediate and instantaneous. 
   -  Here it’s in two stages. Even though it’s probably only a matter of few seconds. 
 
•  It’s true Jesus couldn’t do many mighty works in His hometown of Nazareth because of their unbelief  
 -  It could’ve been there was an unusual satanic presence there. 
 -  It could’ve been Jesus was using this man’s healing as a teachable moment for His disciples.  
    
Verse 25. “Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, 
and he saw everything clearly.” 
 
 (a) The process 
 (b) The prohibition (vs. 26) 
  •  Jesus tells the man to go home and not to even go near the village. 
  •  Bethsaida was under judgment. They’d had plenty of evidence but refused to believe. 
 
•  It’s a dangerous thing for anyone to reject the message of God and harden your heart in unbelief. 
 
This was a TURNING POINT for the BLIND MAN. This was also a TURNING POINT for: 
(2) THE LORD (Mark 8:27) 
 -  This is the final miracle in Galilee recorded by Mark. 
 -  It follows Jesus’ final conflict with the Pharisees and Sadducees. When He left them on the shore. 
 -  Jesus left Galilee and went to the northeast shore, still technically in Galilee but near the village 
 of Bethsaida. (He’s moving away from Galilee.) 
 
Dr. John Phillips: “He had no more to say or to show to the people in that place. The coming storm 
clouds were now beginning to build upon the horizon. The forces of the foe were to become increasingly 
evident. The Lord could now see Calvary clearly on the skyline.” 
 
Verse 27. “And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi.” 
 
Dr. Warren Wiersbe: “Jesus had been preparing His disciples for this private meeting at which He 
intended to reveal to them what would happen to Him at Jerusalem. He had given hints along the way, 
but now He would explain matters to them more fully. For the site, He selected Caesarea Philippi, a town 
about twenty-five miles north of Bethsaida, sitting at the top of beautiful Mt. Hermon. The town was 
named after Augustus Caesar and Herod Philip, and it contained a marble temple dedicated to 
Augustus.” 
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This was a TURNING POINT for JESUS. He was making the turn toward the cross. 
 -  The first part of Mark dealt with His public ministry. 
 -  The second part deals with His private ministry. 
 -  The final part will focus on His passion. Why He came: “To die for the sins of the world.” 
 
Verse 31.  “And he began to teach them that Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders and the chief priests and the scribes ...” 
 -  Essentially, the entire religious establishment is going to turn on him and kill Him on a cross. 
  
Mark 9. The transfiguration. They will see Jesus in His glory like never before. 
 
•  The disciples have been with the Lord for two and a half years. 
 -  Luke 9:18 adds that Jesus had been praying, and when He came back He questioned them. 
 -  For two and a half years, they’d witnessed Him teach as no man had ever taught. 
  •  Divine revelation – the most profound teaching imaginable. 
 -  For two and a half years, they’d witnessed thousands of miracles. 
 
•  Now, we’re nearing the end of Jesus’ life and the events of His final days will unfold in rapid fashion. 
  
John 15:15, which comes just before the cross, is a very revealing statement about where the disciples 
are now. 
 “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have 
 called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.” 
 
•  That’s what’s happening here.  
 
This is a TURNING POINT for the BLIND MAN & THE LORD, and for: 
(3) THE DISCIPLES (Mark 8:27-30) 
 -  Jesus asks them TWO QUESTIONS. 
 -  The FIRST QUESTION is: “Who do people say that I am?” 
 -  Verse 28, “And they told Him, ‘John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the  
 prophets.’” 
 
What difference does it make what people say or think about Jesus? 
  
 Dr. Warren Wiersbe said, “Your confession concerning Jesus Christ is a matter of life or death.” 
 
 There were three primary opinions offered: 
 (a) John the Baptist. Probably because of his preaching. 
  •  Some thought Jesus was John the Baptist raised from the dead. (Herod/Mark 6). 
   •  Although they were seen together in public and John never did any miracles. 
 
 (b) Elijah.  
  •  Maybe because of His miracles, or His prayers. (Elijah prayed and fire fell from heaven.) 
  •  Malachi 4:5 says that Elijah will come to the earth just prior to the Messiah’s arrival. 
 
 (c) One of the Prophets. (Matthew 16:14 mentions JEREMIAH) 
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  •  Jeremiah was known as the weeping prophet. 
   -  Maybe they thought Jesus was Jeremiah because of His compassion. 
 
 -  The SECOND QUESTION was: “But who do you say that I am?” 
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “That is the most important question you will ever answer. That is the most 
important question that any human being will ever answer ... who is Jesus Christ? Everybody on this 
planet is accountable to God eternally for the answer to that question. Wrong answer means Hell. Right 
answer means Heaven. Common people have answers to that. Philosophers have answers. Pseudo-
scholars have answers. Liberal theologians have answers. Muslims have answers to that. Jews have 
answers to that, secularists, atheists, religionists – answers however, that condemn them. Wrong 
answers.” 
 
•  The disciples came to the exact conclusion John says the gospels were written for. 
 -  He wrote the wrap up to the gospels and also the book of Revelation. 
 
John 20:31, “These things are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 
 
•  Peter was the spokesman for the group now and he said, “You are the Christ.” 
 -  Matthew 16:16 tells us Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
 
•  We ask people here, when they’re baptized, “Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
living God?” 
 
Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:17-18). 
  
•  Simon Peter passed the test with flying colors. 
 -  The Spirit of God illuminated his heart and he was able to say, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
 living God.” 
  •  That’s what Jesus had been trying to get them to understand. 
  •  He wasn’t a mere man. He wasn’t one of the prophets. He was God in human flesh. 
 
Verse 30.  “And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him.” Why? 
 -  For starters, they had more to learn. The day would come when they would tell everyone. 
  •  There would be more teaching, more training and more testing. 
 -  For now, they knew everything they needed to know. 
 -  They would have more questions, for sure. But for now, they’d answered the most important one. 
 
Have you? Jesus is asking you, “WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?” 
 -  He’s a LEGEND, LIAR, LUNATIC or LORD. 
 
Why don’t you let today be A TURNING POINT for you? 


