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“MARK” Series, Message #27                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“DO YOU NOT YET UNDERSTAND?” 
(Text: Mark 8:1-21) 

 
READ: Mark 8:1-10 
 
Two important clarifications: 
1. The events in our text this morning are related to what just happened in Chapter 7. 
 -  Jesus spent three days healing the sick. 
 -  Matthew 15:30-31 
  “And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, 
  and many others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed them, so that the crowd   
  wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the  
  blind seeing. And they glorified the God of Israel. 
 -  Mark 8:1-2 
  “In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered and they had nothing to eat, he called  

his disciples to him and said to them. ‘I have compassion on the crowd, because they have 
been with me now three days and have nothing to eat.” 

 
•  So these events go together. 
 
2. This isn’t the same story as the Feeding of the 5,000. 
 
Warren Wiersbe: “Those who try to find contradictions in the Bible often confuse this miracle with the 
feeding of the 5,000 which is recorded in all four Gospels. Only Matthew and Mark record this event and 
it is not difficult to distinguish it from the other miracle of the multiplying of bread and fish. 
 The first miracle took place in Galilee, near Bethsaida, and involved predominantly Jews. This 
miracle took place near Decapolis and involved mostly Gentiles. In the first miracle, Jesus started with 
five loaves and two fish, while here He had seven loaves ‘and a few fish.’ The 5,000 had been with him 
one day, but the 4,000 had been with him three days. Twelve baskets of fragments were left over after 
the 5,000 were fed, but only seven baskets after the 4,000 were fed. There were even two different 
kinds of baskets used: for the 5,000, small wicker lunch baskets (kophinos); for the 4,000, large 
hampers, big enough to hold man (spuridas).” 
 
•  We’re going to look at three specific elements in our text this morning: 
 1)  The Meal He Arranged (vs. 1-10) 
 2) The Mess He Avoided (vs. 11-13) 
 3) The Ministers He Addressed (vs. 14-21) 
 
•  One other point I want to make sure you get: verse 2.  “I have compassion on the crowd …” 

-  This is the ONLY place in the 4 gospels where Jesus ever makes this statement:  “I feel 
compassion.” 
-  There are many references made by others about His compassion (Mark 1:41; Mark 6:34; 
Matthew 9:36; Luke 7:13). 

  •  But this is the ONLY reference to Jesus saying, “I have compassion.” 
 
•  Aren’t you glad we have a God Who is compassionate?  A Savior Who has compassion? 
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•  One commentator said:  “This sets God apart from every other false deity on the planet.  Satan, having 
no compassion himself doesn't invent deities that are compassionate.  So you will not find in the religions 
of the world, any deity by the manufacture of Satan that is by nature compassionate.  That is a distinctive 
attribute of the true God.” 
 
His compassion is evident first of all in … 
(1) THE MEAL HE ARRANGED  (Mark 8:1-10) 
 -  There were thousands of people on that mountain, who’d been there for 3 days. 
 -  They’d probably brought provisions when they came, but most likely had run out by now. 
 -  Jesus must’ve been quite a preacher to keep the crowds for 3 days. 
  •  Preachers are lucky today to get people to stay for an hour. 
 -  Vs. 3.  He was concerned if He sent them away, some would faint on the way home. 
 
 (a) The SIZE of the PROBLEM (vs. 4)  
  •  There were so many people there, but their provisions had run out. 
  •  They were in a desolate place.  No cities or villages nearby.  Even the green grass was gone. 
 
Note:  I don’t think the disciples had forgotten how He supernaturally provided before, when Jesus fed 
close to 25,000 people with 5 loaves and two fish (Mark 6). 
 -  I think they were simply acknowledging the SIZE of the PROBLEM. 
  •  They were probably saying, “So how are you going to do this, Lord?” 
 
•  They knew the Lord could do it.  They knew He could do anything. 
 -  They said, “How can one feed these people with bread here in this desolate place?” 
  •  “How can one of us, a man, do this?”  “WE CAN’T!” 
  •  “The only way this is going to happen is if YOU do it.” 
 
•  No man had the power to feed that many people. 
 -  But Jesus was no mere man.  He was the God-man. 

-  One with the power to take bread in His hands, bless it, break it and multiply it where there was 
more than enough left over.  

 
DON’T MISS THIS:  They’ve been on this trip for over 8 months, and now they are in the DECAPOLIS, 
surrounded by Gentiles. 
 - They’ve seen what happened with the Syrophoenician woman. 
 - They've just witnessed what happened with the deaf man who couldn’t speak. 
 
•  Jesus was teaching them, “I’m not just a Jewish Messiah. I’ve come for everyone.” 
 - What better way to show it than by feeding this massive gathering of Gentiles who are hungry. 
 
 (b) The SOLUTION to the PROBLEM (vs. 5-9) 
  -  God always starts with what we have. 
  -  “How many loaves do you have?  (Remember these were like little barley crackers.) 
  -  Vs. 5.  “Seven,” they answered. 
  -  If you look down in vs. 7, they also had a few small fish. 
 
Verse 6.  Jesus has the crowd sit down on the ground, He took the seven loaves and “gave thanks.” 
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•  He prayed before the meal (vs. 6).  DO YOU? 
 
ILL.  I heard about a group of boys who were sitting in a restaurant in a city.  In walked an old farmer who 
sat down in a booth.  The waitress came over.  He ordered and a few minutes later, when his food came, 
he removed his hat, bowed his head and prayed. 
 The boys thought that was funny and one of them blurted out across the aisle, “Hey, old man?  Does 
everybody do that where you come from?”  All the boys started laughing. 
 The old man put his hat back on.  Took a sip of his coffee, and said calmly, “Excuse me?” 
 The boy looked at his friends in disbelief and repeated his question, “Does everybody do that where 
you come from?” 
 The old man said, “Yes, sir. Everybody except the pigs.” 
 
•  After Jesus gave thanks, He gave the loaves to His disciples and had them serve the people. 
 
Verse 7.  They also had some fish and He prayed over them and blessed them as well and told His 
disciples to serve the people fish as well as the bread. 
 
Verse 8.  “And they ate and were satisfied.” 
 
Have you ever noticed that God’s provision is always “more than enough?” 
 -  We used to sing the song, “Little is much when God is in it.” 
 
•  You’ll be amazed at what God can do with whatever you have, if you just put it in His hands and let 
Him bless and multiply it. 
 -  By the way, only what He blesses can multiply. 
 
•  Some people don’t want God touching any area of their life. 
 -  What they don’t realize is that the touch of God is what brings the blessing. 
  •  And the blessing of God multiplies whatever we have into “more than enough.” 
 
Verse 8b-9a.  “And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full.  And there were about 
four thousand people.” 
 -  There were less people here than in Mark 6, but there was more food left over. 
 
How do we know that? 
 -  In Mark 6, when Jesus fed close to 25,000 people, they took up 12 basketfuls of leftovers. 
  •  But the word used there for “baskets” refers to small wicker baskets. 
 -  Here in Mark 8, the word for “baskets” refers to a chest or a hamper.  Large enough for a person. 
 
Why is it important that we know there was more BREAD left over this time? 
 -  We’ll see that in a minute. 
 
Verses 9-10. Jesus sent the crowd away and went and got in a boat with His disciples and they set sail 
for DALMANUTHA, which would have been on the northwest shore by the town of GENNESARET by 
CAPERNAUM, where Jesus had made His home.  (Check out the map.) 

-  This time they took the short way home.  Going diagonally across the big lake (Sea of Galilee) to 
get to DALMANUTHA. 
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They barely get to the other side and guess who’s there to greet them?  The PHARISEES! 
(2) THE MESS HE AVOIDED  (Mark 8:11-13) 

-  The Pharisees, who were still angry because of His earlier indictment of their hypocrisy, met the 
boat as it came to land. 
-  “Give us a sign from Heaven to prove you are from God.” 

•  They didn’t really want a sign from Heaven.  They were trying to trick him into doing 
something he couldn’t do. 

 
READ:  Matthew 16:1-4. 

 
•  They wanted some kind of authenticating miracle, a sign that would validate His ministry. 

-  Today, we can check any message or messenger out with the Word of God. 
-  A lot of people don’t do that. 
 •  If it sounds good or if a lot of people say it’s good or there’s a big crowd affirming it. 
-  No. Here’s what you do: Is it consistent with what the Bible says?  Does it line up with Scripture? 

 •  That’s not hard to do. 
 

Acts 17:11, “Now the Bereans were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with 
all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were true.” 

 
•  Make no mistake, The Creator of the heavens and the earth could’ve given them a supernatural, 
spectacular sign in the heavens and could’ve knocked every one of them to the ground with their own 
personal lightning bolt. 
 -  That wasn’t the point.  It wasn’t a lack of evidence.  They didn’t want to believe. 

 
Dr. Adrian Rogers said, “The ATHEIST can’t find God for the same reason a THIEF can’t find a 
POLICEMAN.  He doesn’t want to.” 

 
Verse 12.  “And he signed deeply in his spirit and said, ‘Why does this generation seek a sign?’” 

- Matthew 16:4, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it 
except the sign of Jonah.” 

 
•  Jesus wasn't about to give these clowns what they were demanding. 
 - He’d healed thousands of people, the crippled, the blind, the deaf and the diseased. 
 -  He’d miraculously fed thousands and even raised the dead. 
 
But it wasn’t enough and it would never be enough because of their UNBELIEF. 
 -  The only sign they would be given was the miracle of Jesus’ resurrection. 
 -  The prophet Jonah was an illustration of that.  3 days and 3 nights in the belly of a huge fish. 
 
Matthew 12:40, “For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will 
the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” 
 
Verse 13.  “And he left them, got into the boat again, and went to the other side.” 
 -  To the northeastern shore which would be near Bethsaida (vs. 22) 
 -  It was an act of Judgment – refusing these clowns, whose actions were beyond laughable. 
  •  They were unforgivable. 
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(1) THE MEAL HE ARRANGED      (2)  THE MESS HE AVOIDED 
(3) THE MINISTERS HE ADDRESSED (Mark 8:14-21) 

-  Verse 14, “Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with them in the 
boat.” 
- Remember the SEVEN HAMPERS full of bread they had left over earlier in the day? 

•  Apparently, they were headed to the other side when someone mentioned being hungry and 
all of a sudden it becomes clear they have no bread. 

 •  Someone may have even said, “Great!  What are we going to do now?” 
-  Jesus said, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” 

 
•  Leaven in the Bible is a symbol of evil and corruption. 
 - The Bible uses leaven as a picture of false doctrine, unjudged sin in the church and hypocrisy. 
 
•  The leaven of the PHARISEES was legalism.  Trying to please God by keeping a bunch of rules. 
 -  The leaven of the SADDUCEES was liberalism.  They didn’t believe in the supernatural. 
 -  The leaven of HEROD represented materialism and worldliness. 
 
•  They’d just witnessed the exchange between Christ and these clowns.  Yet their discussion is about 
food. 
 -  Jesus was concerned about spiritual things, not some mundane physical matter like bread. 
 
Verses 17-21.  He asks them 9 questions in rapid-fire succession. 
 1. Why are you discussing the fact that you have no bread? 
 2. Do you not yet perceive or understand? 
 3. Are your hearts hardened? 
 4. Having eyes do you not see? 
 5. Having ears do you not hear? 
 6 And do you not remember? 

7. When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did 
you take up? 

8.  And the seven for the four thousands, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up? 
9. Do you not yet understand? 

 
Dr. Jerry Vines said, “When Jesus got through, I suspect that all you could hear was those oars in the 
water. The disciples got the message. Jesus was arousing them from their spiritual lethargy.” 
 
Matthew 16:12, “Then they understood that he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of 
the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 
 
Four observations: 
1. Jesus is the Savior for the whole world. “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord …” 
2. We don’t have a need Jesus can’t meet. (Whether it’s healing for our bodies or bread for our next 

meal.) 
3. Spiritual things are always more important than physical things. 
 -  The eternal always takes precedence over the temporal. 
4. The most important issue of all is this:  Do you understand how important it is that you know 

Jesus and that you live for Him? 


