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“MARK” Series, Message #26                                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“HE DOES ALL THINGS WELL” 
(Text: Mark 7:31-37) 

 
•  Mark begins this last section of Chapter 7 with a geographical notation. 
 -  I want to remind you there is nothing insignificant in the Bible.  
  •  This is a perfect illustration of that. 
 
•  JESUS returned from the region of TYRE and went up through SIDON, down to the SEA of GALILEE, in 
the region of the DECAPOLIS. 
 
•  He went NORTH from TYRE, which is on the MEDITERRANEAN coast, up to SIDON. Then down 
through what is now the country of SYRIA, to the TEN GREEK CITIES on the EASTERN SIDE of the SEA of 
GALILEE to the DECAPOLIS. 
  •  The DECAPOLIS was a regional designation for TEN CITIES. 
   -  Ten PAGAN cities, HEATHEN cities, NON-JEWISH cities. 
 
•  So JESUS is all the way up to the NORTHWEST and ends up all the way down on the SOUTHEAST 
side of the SEA of GALILEE. 
 
HE TOOK THE LONG WAY HOME. He went out of His way.  
 -  Jesus went out of His way. 
 
WHY did He do that?  I believe it was for TWO REASONS: 
 1. The PEOPLE He wanted to TEACH. This was a teaching road trip with His disciples. 
 2. The PEOPLE He wanted to REACH.  
  •  The Syrophoenician Woman: “I’m not just a Savior for the Jews. For everyone who calls   
  upon the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13). 
   
•  I love the fact we have a SAVIOR, Who is willing to go out of His way so people can be saved. 
 -  Are you willing to do that? 
  
•  Too many people don’t want to be inconvenienced; they don’t want to be bothered. 
 -  If you’re going to be a genuine follower of JESUS CHRIST, you need to be willing to go out of 
 your way – JESUS did.  
 
ILL. We’ve adopted this theme for our new Children’s building: “Changed lives are worth the sacrifice.” 
 -  It really ought to be the theme of everything we do. 
 -  We’re willing to do whatever it takes; we’re willing to go out of our way so people can come to 
 know Christ – so their lives can be changed for all eternity! 
 
•  JESUS went out of His way to TEACH His disciples. But He also went out of His way to REACH people. 
 -  Like the man in our text this morning.  (You’re going to love this!) 
 
READ:  MARK 7:31-37 
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•  The journey Jesus took was approximately 8 months or more. 
 -  How do we know that? 
 
•  In Mark 6, when Jesus fed almost 25,000 people with five loaves and two fish, He told the disciples to 
have them sit on “the green grass” (Mark 6:39). 
 -  In Mark 8, we’ll see Jesus feed over 4,000 people and there He tells the disciples to have the 
 people “sit down on the ground” (Mark 8:6). 
   
•  In Mark 5, we read about a man who had been possessed by many demons. 

-  Remember the demon, named LEGION, begged Jesus for them to be able to go into a herd of 
pigs nearby? 

  •  The pigs rushed down the steep bank and drowned themselves in the Sea of Galilee. 
   -  Scholars tell us this is the first mention of “deviled-ham” in the Bible. 
 
Mark 5:20 says, “And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done 
for him, and everyone marveled.” 
 
•  So the whole time Jesus has been on this journey up to TYRE, through SIDON and back down to the 
DECAPOLIS on the southeastern side of the SEA of GALILEE, this former demoniac has been telling 
everyone he saw about what JESUS had done for him. 
 
We pick up the narrative in vs. 32 and we notice ... 
(1) THE MAN (Mark 5:32) 
 -  “And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged 
 him to lay his hand on him.” 
 -  This story of this man’s healing is only told here in MARK. 
 -  Matthew 15 sets the scene for us. (READ: Matthew 15:29-31) 
 
•  Jesus found a hillside along the SEA and was no doubt sitting there, resting, when a crowd showed up.
 -  He’d just finished a trip that had been anywhere from 120 – 160 miles ... on foot! 
  •  Huge crowds showed up with all kinds of sick people. 
   -  Matthew mentions the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others. 
    •  And he tells us that Jesus healed them all. 
 
Matthew 15:31, “The crowd wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame 
walking, and the blind seeing. And they glorified the God of Israel.  
 -  They weren’t glorifying their pagan gods. 
 -  They were glorifying the God of Israel. 
 
•  Not everyone who is praising God is praising the God of the Bible. 
 -  When some Hollywood star wants to thank God, you need to ask what God he’s referring to. 
 -  When someone talks about their “higher power,” you need to find out what they’re talking about. 
 
•  “They glorified the God of Israel.” No mistake about it. No question about it.  
 -  There are no other DEITIES. Just WANNABES. 
  
Isaiah 46:9, “For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me.”  
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•  We’re never told the name of the Syrophoenician woman or this man. 
 -  It’s not that they weren’t important. It’s simply the way Mark tells the story. 
  •  He wants people to know about JESUS. 
 
Verse 32. This man was both DEAF and he COULDN’T SPEAK PROPERLY.  
 -  I had a preacher friend years ago, who had hearing aids in both ears and couldn’t speak well. 
  •  Probably a similar situation.  
 
•  His friends and family brought him to Jesus and begged Jesus to heal him. 
 
One commentator said: “Even in Israel, deaf mutes were categorized with the insane because the rabbis 
said, ‘We have no way of knowing what they understand.’ They were not granted normal human rights. 
And in the Gentile world, it was worse. Who knows what life was like for this man or for all the others. 
The Jews would also heap on the person the fact that if they had that kind of malady they were under 
the curse of God and the judgment of God, and would be viewed by the Pharisees and Sadducees as 
unclean because they were under divine judgment. We don’t know what perspective the Gentiles had, 
depending on what deities they worshiped, but these would be people who in any culture were outcast, 
treated with disdain because it was virtually impossible to communicate with them, it was assumed that 
they had these limiting capacities mentally.” 
 
•  There are worse things than having a physical handicap. 
 
Dr. Jerry Vines: “You may not be blinded physically. You may not have difficulty walking. You may be 
able to hear a pin drop a mile away. You may look at people who are physically handicapped and you 
might feel sorry for them. But if you do not know Jesus as your Lord, if you have never accepted Christ 
as your Savior, you have a spiritual handicap that is far more serious than any physical handicap.” 
 
(1) THE MAN 
(2) THE MIRACLE (Mark 7:33-35) 
 -  Jesus took the man aside from the crowds of people.  
  •  This man had already experienced a lifetime of humiliation. 
 
•  The way Jesus healed people is interesting. You never know what He’s going to do. 
 -  Sometimes, He would just speak a word, like the Syrophoenician woman’s daughter. 
 -  Sometimes, He would put clay on the eyes of a blind man. 
 -  One time, a woman touched the hem of his garment and she was healed (Mark 5). 
 -  Sometimes, He would heal someone by placing His hands on them. 
 
•  We can’t restrict Jesus. Jesus is the eternal God. He works as He wills. 
 -  He’ll do what He wants to do, when He wants to do it. And it will always be for our good. 
  •  But we can’t know or say what God will or will not do. 
 
 Notice what Jesus did: 
 (a) He put His fingers in his ears (vs. 33b) 
  •  Jesus was letting this man know what He was about to do. 
  •  He’s speaking without speaking. He’s saying, “I’m going to do something to your ears.” 
   -  It was a symbolic gesture to show what He was about to do. 
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 (b) He spit and touched his tongue (vs. 33c) 
  •  I don’t think Jesus spit, like a baseball player on the ground. 
  •  He put saliva on his finger and touched his tongue. 
  •  As if to say, “I know you’re not insane. You’re not crazy. You’re not mentally deficient. You  
  have a speech problem and I’m about to fix that.” 
 
 (c) He looked up to Heaven and sighed (vs. 34a) 
  •  “What’s about to happen to you comes from Heaven.  
   -  James 1:17, “Every good and perfect gift comes from the Father above.”  
 
John 11:41. When Lazarus had died, Jesus stood before his tomb and lifted His eyes to Heaven and 
prayed before saying, “Lazarus, come out!” 
 
Psalm 121:1-2, “I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come from? My helps comes from 
the Lord, who made Heaven and earth.” 
 
  •  Jesus wanted to make sure this man made the connection. 
   -  We have no evidence this man knew who Jesus was. 
   -  Jesus wanted to make sure he knew this wasn’t some magic trick. 
    •  This was going to be a supernatural miracle. 
 
  •  When Jesus “sighed,” He would have exhaled and the man would’ve felt His breath. 
   -  This was most likely an expression of sympathy, understanding and compassion. 
 
 (d) Then Jesus spoke (vs. 34b) 
  •  He said “Ephphatha” which means “Be opened.” 
  •  Vs. 35, “And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.” 
   
Warren Wiersbe: “The man did not hear Jesus speak, but the creation heard the command of the 
Creator, and the man was healed. Both the tongue and the ears functioned normally again,” 
 
Hebrews 1:3, “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds 
the universe by the word of his power.” 
 
•  ONE word from JESUS and everything changed. (That’s still true today!) 
 -  That’s why we gather for worship and we “preach His Word.” 
 
•  All you need is ONE WORD from JESUS and everything in your life can change. 
 
(1) THE MAN 
(2) THE MIRACLE 
(3) THE MULTITUDE (Mark 7:36-37) 
 -  Jesus turns from the man to the masses of people there on the hillside. 
 -  He tells them to “tell no one” what had just taken place. 
  •  Apparently, there was some kind of dialogue going back and forth, because Mark says, “the  
  more He charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it.” 
 -  Jesus told them, “Don’t tell anyone” and THEY TOLD EVERYONE! 
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•  Jesus tells us to TELL EVERYONE and we don’t tell anyone. 
 
•  Jesus didn’t want them to be telling people He was a healer and a miracle worker for two reasons: 
 #1 – There was more to the story. He didn’t come just to heal people. 
 #2 – If they told everyone that would be all He could do: heal the sick and deal with the sick. 
 
Verse 37. “And they were astonished beyond measure ...” 
  
•  Is that your testimony about Jesus or have you gotten used to it all? 
 •  Do you take Jesus for granted? 
 
•  In the early church, people heard about JESUS and wanted to know, “What must we do to be saved?” 
 -  Today, people hear about JESUS and say, “What can I do to get out of here?” 
 
•  Our world has lost the WONDER and are no longer ASTONISHED by WHO JESUS IS or WHAT HE 
CAN DO. 
 
THE PEOPLE MADE TWO STATEMENTS ABOUT JESUS: 
1. A CONVICTION about the PAST: “He has done all things well.” 
2. A CONFIDENCE for the FUTURE: “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 
 
•  JESUS has done all things well and will continue to do all things well. 
 
•  If you look back at what JESUS has already done, you’ll have faith to move forward. 
 -  “He has done all things well and He will continue to do all things well.” 
 
JESUS IS STILL GOING OUT OF HIS WAY TO TEACH US AND REACH US. 
 
 -  If He’s reached you this morning, it’s time for you to respond. 


