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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #22                                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER” 
(Text: Mark 6:45-56) 

 
ILL.  Nine-year-old Joey, was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday School on Sunday 
after church. 
 “Well, Mom, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to 
lead the Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to the Red Sea, he had his engineers build a giant pontoon 
bridge and the people walked across safely. 
 Then he radioed for reinforcements and a B2 Stealth bomber came and blew up the bridge and 
killed all the Egyptian soldiers. ” 
 “Now, Joey,” his mom said, “Is that really what your teacher taught you?” 
 “Well no, mom. But if I told you the way the teacher did, you’d never believe it!” 
 
•  Last time, we saw one of the greatest miracles in all of human history. 
 -  Jesus feeding over 20,000 people with 5 small barley crackers and two small fish. 
 
•  As we come to our passage this morning ... 
 -  All the people have eaten and are satisfied (Mark 6:42). 
 -  The 12 disciples have picked up 12 baskets full of broken pieces of bread and fish (Mark 6:43). 
 
READ: MARK 6:45-56 
 
•  We come to the end of the 6th Chapter of Mark.   
 Notice THREE THINGS in verse 45: 
 #1 – Mark’s favorite word: “IMMEDIATELY ...”  
 #2 – They’re getting back in “THE” boat ...” 
 #3 – They’re getting ready for another TEST. 
  “Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat ...” 
 
We begin with: 
(1) HIS PURPOSE (Mark 6:45) 
 -  “Immediately ...” As soon as the people had been fed and the baskets of fragments picked up. 
 -  Jesus “made” His disciples get into the boat to go to the other side.” 
  •  The word for made is a strong word. Similar to when he commanded the people to sit down. 
 -  John tells us after this incredible miracle, the people wanted to make Jesus king (John 6:15). 
 -  So, the first thing He did was get His disciples out of there. 
  •  Some of His disciples would have been susceptible to that idea. 
  •  Jesus didn’t want them getting caught up in the clamor and chaos. 
  
Verse 45. He told them to go to the “other side,” to Bethsaida. 
 -  “Wait a minute. I thought they were already at Bethsaida. Is there one on the other side?” 
 -  John tells us He told them to get in the boat and head for Capernaum – which is on the other side. 
  •  No one has ever found another Bethsaida on the other side of the Sea of Galilee. 
  •  But this isn’t a contradiction. 
 -  No doubt Jesus was saying, “Head off in the direction of Bethsaida and then, past there to 
 Capernaum.” They would have been rowing along the shoreline to the other side. 
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•  So the disciples took off in the boat, rowing up toward the direction of Bethsaida and then heading 
toward Capernaum. 
  
Verse 45-46.  Jesus dismissed the crowd and went up on a mountain by Himself. 
 
The second thing we notice is: 
(2) HIS PRAYER (Mark 6:46-48a) 
 -  It was night now. The disciples were on their way to Capernaum and Jesus is praying. 
 -  Why? What would Jesus be praying for? 
 -  First of all, He loved spending time with His father. 
 -  Second, He loved to pray for people. 
 
Hebrews 7:25, “Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through 
him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.” 
 
 -  No doubt He talked to His Father about the growing enthusiasm of the crowds, who were like 
 sheep without a Shepherd. 
 -  There’s no question, He prayed for His disciples. 
  •  That God would give them strong and enduring faith. 
   -  They were going to need it. Not only that night, but every night and day of their lives. 
  •  He would also pray and ask God to reveal Himself to them so they would know Who He was. 
  
 
Verse 47.  “And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land.” 
 -  Jesus is praying. The disciples are panicking. 
 
•  Instead of being on a shoreline cruise around the Sea of Galilee, they are way off course and are out in 
the middle of the lake. 
 -  Matthew 14:24, “but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, 
 for the wind was against them.” 
  •  They’re in the midst of a ANOTHER STORM!! 
 
Mark 6:48. “And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them.” 
 -  The word used here means “tortured.” 
  •  They were battling a fierce storm. Their arms were aching. Their bodies racked with pain. 
 
How did Jesus see them if He was still on land? 
•  He’s God. He sees everything. 
 
Hebrews 4:13, “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare 
before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
 
Don’t miss this ... They obeyed Jesus and found themselves in the midst of another storm. 
 FOUR THINGS: 
 1. Obeying Jesus isn’t always easy. You may find yourself in a storm. 
  •  Lose a job, get sick, have a financial setback, face a tragedy of some kind. 
 2. Every storm serves a purpose – GOD’S. 
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•  He may not SEND it. But He will always USE it for your good and His glory. 
 
Romans 8:28, “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose.” 
 
 3. Remember: Jesus is always praying for you. 
  •  The Bible tells us God “never sleeps or slumbers.”  
 
 4. Nothing can separate us from Jesus. 
  •  Not demons, not disease, not disasters, not distance, not even death. 
  
Romans 8:38-39. “Nothing in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 
 
Notice ... 
(3) HIS PRESENCE (Mark 6:48) 
 -  This is very intriguing part of the story. 
 -  Verse 48b. “And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea.” 
 -  The fourth watch of the night would’ve been from 3 – 6 in the morning. 
  •  If they left around 8 p.m., and it’s now 5 a.m., they’ve been out there for 9 hours. 
 -  Apparently, Jesus saw their dilemma and waited several hours before going out to them. 
 
That doesn’t mean Jesus didn’t care. It means He had a purpose in delaying. 
•  He saw everything that was happening and He has power over the wind and the waves.  
 
•  Some of the greatest lessons we ever learn come from being in a storm. 
 -  That’s certainly what happened here. 
 
Verse 48. “And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to 
pass by them ...” 
 -  That doesn’t mean He intended to walk right by them.  
 -  It means He literally planned to “come alongside of them.” 
 
You can imagine what that would’ve been like ... “Hey, how are you guys doing? Need some help?” 
 
(1) HIS PURPOSE 
(2) HIS PRAYER 
(3) HIS PRESENCE 
 
Now notice ... 
(4) HIS POWER (Mark 6:49-56) 
 -  Dr. John Phillips says, “Their terror of the storm was swallowed up by an even greater terror.” 
 -  The last time they’d been in a storm like this, Jesus was IN the boat with them. 
  •  Now, He’s outside the boat, standing on the water. But they don’t know it’s Him. 
 -  Vs. 49.  “But when they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost and cried out.” 
  •  The word used in the original language suggests it was more like screaming! 
  •  These are grown men, most of them seasoned fishermen, and they are scared to death. 
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Verse 50. “For they all saw him and were terrified.” (The word means “to throw into a panic.”) 
 -  Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
 -  And He got into the boat with them. 
  •  The storm stopped. Total calm replaced total chaos. 
 
Verse 51-52. “And they were utterly astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves, but their 
hearts were hardened.” 
 -  THEY DIDN’T GET IT. 
 
Mark leaves two important parts of this story out. 
1. Peter walking on the water (Matthew 14:28-31) 
 -  Remember, Peter was Mark’s hero. Perhaps he wanted to leave out the part about Peter’s lack 
 of faith, looking at the wind and the waves and sinking. 
2. The confession of the disciples (Matthew 14:33) 
 -  “And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’” 
  •  They finally got it. 
  •  Now it all started to make sense. 
 
Verse 53. “When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore.” 
 -  How did they get to shore? The disciples could’ve rowed the boat but remember they were 
 completely exhausted from 9-10 hours of battling the storm already. 
 
I think there’s a better answer and it’s another miracle (John 6:21). 
“And immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going.” 
 1. There was the miracle of Jesus walking on the water. 
 2. There was the miracle of Peter walking on the water. 
 3. There was the miracle of the storm instantly ending when Jesus stepped into the boat. 
  
•  Now there’s the miracle of the boat going from the middle of the lake to the shore. Instantly. 
 -  Job 26:14, “But the thunder of his power who can understand?” 
 
Verses 54-56. As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus and ran to get all of the sick 
people. 
 -  They just wanted to touch the fringe of His garment so they could be healed. 
 
Where did they get that idea?  Mark 5:28. (The woman with the incurable blood disease.) 
 -  “And as many as touched it were made well.” 
 
•  The people knew JESUS had the power to heal every sickness and disease. (His POWER) 
  
•  The disciples knew JESUS was God in human flesh. (His PERSON) 
 -  He was the BREAD of LIFE – they would never hunger again. 
 -  He was the WATER of LIFE – they would never thirst again. 
  
The DISCIPLES GOT IT.  DO YOU? 
 
 


