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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #21                                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE FEEDING OF THE FIVE THOUSAND” 
(Text: Mark 6:30-44) 

 
•  Last time, we saw Jesus had sent out His 12 disciples with the power to heal every sickness and 
disease, cleanse lepers, cast out demons and to raise the dead. (Matthew 10:8). 
 -  They’d gone out in pairs, to villages and towns all over Galilee, “proclaiming the kingdom of God 
 and healing the sick” (Luke 9:2). 
 
•  Herod heard about what was happening and when someone suggested the person responsible for all 
this was none other than John the Baptist having been raised from the dead . . . 
 -  His conscience shook him to the core of his being. 
 -  Suddenly, it all came back to him.  The drinking, the dancing, his drunken decision and the 
 completely unnecessary death of John the Baptist. 
  •  Beheaded and brought to Herod on a platter. 
  
Verse 29 tells us the disciples of John heard about his death and went and took his body and laid it in a 
tomb. 
 -  Matthew’s account tells us they went and told Jesus (Matthew 14:12). 
 
•  We pick up the narrative in verse 30 ... 
 
READ:  Mark 6:30-44 
 
FOUR THINGS stand out from this passage. The first one has to do with: 
(1) THE MINISTRY (Mark 6:30-33) 
 -  Verse 30 begins with these words, “The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had 
 done and taught.” 
 -  “The apostles ... ” This is the first time they were called “the apostles.” 
  •  That’s who they were.   
 -  They had been “disciples.” But now they were APOSTLES.  They had been sent out.  
 -   They were under divine command and had been given divine authority over demons, disease and 
 even death. 
 
•  They came back to Jesus, like boys who’d just been let out of school and couldn’t wait to tell Him 
everything that had happened. 
 -  Wouldn’t it have been something to be a witness to what they said when they first came back? 
  •  The people who had surrendered to God. The people who were no longer sick. 
  •  The lessons that had been taught and the lives that had been changed. 
 
Verse 31.  Jesus said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” 
 
Several points about ministry: 
1. Early triumphs make for easy targets. (It’s easy to get puffed up and proud.) 
2. Ministry can wear you out.  (When you are focusing on others you forget about your own needs.) 
3. Rest and replenishment are important if you want to be used by God again. 
 •  One of Satan’s favorite ploys is to let us wear down so we can’t get back up. 
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ILL.  Churches used to have weeklong revivals. 
 -  By the end of the week, everyone was worn out from the REVIVAL!! 
 
Vance Havner: “If we don’t come apart, we will come apart.” 
 -  He also said: “You can’t tell it like it is, if you don’t believe it like it was.” 
 
•  Jesus was teaching them a very important principle: You need to renew your spirit and refresh your 
body. 
 -  Workaholism is not a spiritual gift or a very spiritual thing to do. 
 -  Ministry can quickly turn to misery if you don’t pay attention to your physical, emotional and 
 spiritual gauges. 
 
Dr. John Phillips: “It is the Bible that divides our days into weeks, each week comprising six days for 
work and one day for rest. It is the wise provision of a loving God. One who knows how we are made 
and who makes provision for us to rest not only between each day but also one out of seven.” 
 
•  One of the reasons Elijah ran from Jezebel was he was worn out. 
 -  An angel came with provisions for his needs and said, “Arise and eat, for the journey is too great 
 for you” (1 Kings 19:7). 
 
•  The Apostles came back, full of energy and excitement. But the Lord said, “You need to get some 
rest.” 
 
Verse 32. “And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves.” 
 -  Luke 9:10 tells us Jesus took them to the town of Bethsaida. (A fishing village on the northeast 
 shore of the Sea of Galilee.) 
 
•  This is the village where ANDREW and PETER and PHILIP and NATHANIEL grew up. 
 -  It’s also the village the Lord pronounced a curse on because of their unbelief: 
 “Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
 they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more bearable in 
 the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you.” 
 
Verse 33.  “Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the 
towns and go there ahead of them.” 
 -  Whatever rest they hoped to get would be short-lived. 
 
Verse 34. “When he went ashore he saw a great crowd ...”  
 -  We’ll see how big this crowd was in a moment. 
 
The SECOND thing I want you to notice is: 
(2) THE MASTER (Mark 6:34) 
 -  Jesus had told the disciples they needed to get away and get some rest. 
 -  But when they reached the shore, for as far as they could see, there were people. 
 -  I want you to notice the Lord’s response (vs. 34). 
  “He saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without 
  a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things.” 
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•  Jesus didn’t view these people as an intrusion or an interruption.  
 -  He saw them “as sheep without a shepherd” 
  
1. Sheep without a shepherd are in trouble. 
2. Sheep without a shepherd will die. 
3. Sheep can’t find good pasture on their own. 
4. Sheep can’t protect themselves from wolves or other predators. 
5. When sheep fall on their back, they can’t right themselves and get on their feet on their own. 
6. Sheep can’t remove bugs, parasites, twigs, stickers or thorns by themselves. 
7. Sheep are totally dependent on the shepherd to find food and water to sustain them. 
8. Sheep can’t rescue other sheep. You need a shepherd for that. 
 •  They are totally and completely dependent on the shepherd. 
 
Isaiah 53:6, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the 
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 
 
Acts 20:28-29, “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. I know that after my 
departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.” 
 
•  Jesus saw this massive multitude as “sheep without a shepherd.” 
 -  So He starts teaching them, feeding them the “words of life.” 
 
Verse 34b.  “And he began to teach them many things.” 
 
The next thing we notice is: 
(3) THE MIRACLE (Mark 6:35-42) 
 -  This is a big miracle. Only 2 miracles are recorded in all 4 gospels. The resurrection, and this one. 
 -  This miracle is so massive and so impressive that John tells us they wanted to make Jesus king.  
  (John 6:14-15) 
 -  You know the miracle as the “Feeding of the Five Thousand.” 
 
•  Who wouldn’t want a king who could heal all your diseases, keep the demons away, raise your dead 
loved ones and provide all the free food you could ever want? 
 
•  Matthew says there were 5,000 men.  Luke says the same thing.  So does Mark. 
 -  But Matthew adds, “besides women and children” (Matthew 14:21). 
  •  So, 5,000 men, 5,000 women. Maybe 10,000  children. 
  •  This was easily a crowd of 20 – 25,000 people! 
 
 (a) The Men He Chose (vs. 35-36) 
  •  The Apostles came to Jesus and said, “Lord, it’s getting late. You need to send these people 
  home so they can get something to eat.” 
  •  Truth is, they were probably hungry. 
 
 (b) The Method He Used (vs. 37-38) 
  1. Their way. “You give them something to eat” (vs. 37). 
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•  Remember, these are the same guys who had just returned talking about all the great things that had 
happened. 
 -  Remember? Casting out demons, healing the sick, raising the dead. 
 
Verse 37. “You give them something to eat.” 
 -  They responded, “All we have is 200 denarii.” (Equivalent to 8 months wages for one person.) 
  •  There’s no way that could buy food for 25,000 people. 
 
•  They essentially said, “Lord, there’s no way we can do this.” 
 -  Which is exactly where He wanted them to be and where He wants us to be, too. 
 
•  As long as we think we can do things in our own strength, we won’t look to Him or depend on Him. 
 
  2. His way. “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” 
   -  “Let me see what you have and I’ll see what I can do.” 
    
•  You’ll be amazed at the miracles God can do when we give Him what we have. 
 -  “Little is much when God is in it.” 
 
   -  John tells us that Andrew found a little boy with 5 barley loaves and 2 fish. 
    •  These were more like barley crackers instead of a big loaf of Wonder Bread. 
    •  The fish would’ve been very small as well. 
 
•  So now you have 5 barley crackers and two little fish and a crowd of 25,000 + people. 
 -  John tells us Andrew looked at the crackers and fish and said, “What are they for so many?” 
   
 (c) The Miracle He Performed (vs. 39-42) 
  •  Remember: “little is much when God is in it.” 
  •  “He commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down in   
  groups, by hundreds and by fifties.”   
 
Verse 41a. He took the five loaves and two fish, looked up to Heaven and said a blessing. 
 
Note: You pray before meals don’t you? Have you ever asked someone else to “say the blessing?” 
 -  There is biblical precedent for that.  JESUS did it. 
  
•  The Bible tells us “all things are to be received with thanksgiving” (1 Timothy 4:3). 
 
Verse 41b.  He broke the loaves, divided the fish and gave them to the disciples to serve to the people. 
 
Sidenote: It was a miracle that Jesus provided food for 25,000 people from 5 little barley crackers and 
two small fish. 
 -  But it was also a miracle the 12 disciples served them all. 
 
Verse 42.  “And they all ate and were satisfied.” 
 -  John 6:35, Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 
 and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 
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•  When you come to Jesus you’ll always be satisfied. 
 -  Whenever you give Him whatever you have, you’re going to see His miraculous power provide 
 for your needs in ways you never dreamed. 
 
One more thing . . . 
(4) THE MEANING (Mark 6:43-44) 
 -  “And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish.” 
 -  This is impossible to miss. The precise number of baskets is not a misprint or some miniscule, 
 unimportant matter. 
 -  This was a deliberate act on the part of Jesus. 
  •  He was drawing a picture of Who He was for these disciples. 
   
•  That’s why John’s gospel tells us that Jesus said, “I am the bread of life come down from Heaven.” 
 -  They were supposed to learn something from this. But apparently didn’t. 
 
•  Next week, Lord willing, we’ll look at what happened next when Jesus comes to His disciples walking 
on the water. 
 -  Verse 52 says, “They were utterly astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves.” 
 
•  They didn’t get the fact that Jesus was God. He was and is JEHOVAH-JIREH. 
 
There was something else here as well ... 
 -  12 baskets full of broken pieces of bread. 
 -  Whenever the number 12 is used it relates to the 12 tribes of Israel. 
  
•  Jesus said He chose 12 disciples so that they might sit upon 12 thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel. 
(Matthew 19:28) 
 -  In Mark 5 we saw Him heal a woman who’d had a blood disease for 12 years, and raise a young 
 girl from the dead who just happened to be 12 years old. 
 
•  Now there are 12 baskets of fragments to be picked up. 
 -  Jesus was reminding these disciples that He was the Promised One Who was to come to Israel. 
 -  He was the Provider sent by God.  He was the Messiah. 
 
Was this a spiritual awakening for the disciples? 
 -  No. They got back in their boat and went to the other side. 
 -  They didn’t fully understand Who Jesus was. 
 
What about you? Will today be a spiritual awakening for you? 
 -  Will you see Jesus for Who He is and will you understand what He can do for you? 
  •  How He can satisfy every need of your heart and life? 
 
•  Or will you get back in your car and head to the other side of town, not knowing Who He is or what He 
can do? 
 


