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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #2                                     Barry L. Cameron, Pastor 
 
 

“THE PROPHET” 
(Text: Mark 1:1-8) 

 
•  Mark wrote to the ROMANS.  Who were they and why should we care about them or this book? 
 -  If you change it to say, “the AMERICANS,” you’ll understand it perfectly. 
 
•  They were the superpower of their day. 
•  They had the strongest economy in the world. 
•  They had the most powerful military in the world. 
•  They were responsible for the finest roads in the world and for the rise of world commerce. 
•  They were looked up to by all the other nations of the world.  (Feared might be a better term.) 
 
English Historian, Edward Gibbon – The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 
 
Reasons for the fall of Rome: 
1. The undermining of the dignity and sanctity of the home, which is the basis of human society. 
2. The rapid increase in divorce. 
3. Higher and higher taxes; the spending of public money for free bread and circuses for the populace. 
4. The moral degeneracy of society into sexual perversion and homosexuality. 
5. The mad craze for pleasure; sports becoming every year more exciting, more brutal, more immoral. 
6. Political chaos and distrust of political leaders. 
7. The building of great armaments when the great enemy was within; the decay of individual 
 responsibility. 
8. The decay of religion, fading into a mere form, losing touch with life, losing power to guide the 
 people. 
 
•  That’s why MARK wanted to share with them “the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
 -  JESUS isn’t the BEST hope we’ve got.  He’s the ONLY hope we’ve got. 
 
We’ve already seen . . . 
(1) THE PURPOSE OF THIS GOSPEL (Mark 1:1) 
 -  Dr. Paul Rees: “The gospel is neither a discussion nor a debate.  It is an announcement!” 
 -  That’s exactly what Mark does here.  He wastes no time making the announcement. 
  •  It’s the opening sentence of the book. 
 
•  Mark’s PURPOSE is clear:  to show us the good news of Jesus. 
 -  He focuses not so much on what Jesus said but rather on what Jesus did.  
 -  This is a gospel of ACTION.   
 
•  Mark is brief, blunt, pertinent, pithy, short, sweet and to the point. 
 -  His perspective is to show us how JESUS served. 
   
•  Our Lord came for two purposes: to SERVE and to GIVE HIMSELF on the cross as a sacrifice for sins. 
 -  There are some wonderful WORDS of JESUS in Mark’s account. 
  •  But his emphasis is primarily on the WORKS of JESUS. 
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Verse 1, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
  
Notice the names he uses here: 
1. JESUS – that tells us about His PERSON. 
2. CHRIST – that tells us about His POSITION (Messiah). 
3. The SON of GOD – that tells us about His POWER. 
 
THE KEY VERSE is Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
WHO IS MARK? 
•  His name is actually JOHN MARK.  (Mark was his Roman surname.) 
•  The first time we meet him in Scripture is in connection with one of the most remarkable prayer 
meetings ever held in Acts 12. 
 -  Herod had just beheaded JAMES and had arrested PETER. 
 -  So the church gathered in the home of “MARY, the mother of JOHN MARK.”  (Acts 12:12). 
 
•  Mark’s mother was a godly, well-to-do widow in Jerusalem and her house was a favorite meeting place 
for the saints.    
  
•  PAUL tells us in Colossians 4:10 that JOHN MARK’S cousin was BARNABAS. 
 -  JOHN MARK had accompanied PAUL and BARNABAS on Paul’s FIRST missionary journey.   
 •  But he deserted them when they got to Perga and returned home to Jerusalem. 
 
•  When BARNABAS wanted to take JOHN MARK on their SECOND missionary journey, PAUL refused 
and the friction was so great PAUL and BARNABAS went their separate ways. 
 
•  JOHN MARK became a close companion with PETER. 
 -  In fact, PETER referred to JOHN MARK as his son (1 Peter 5:13). 
 
•  Eventually, JOHN MARK was restored to ministry and even a relationship with the apostle, PAUL. 
 -  PETER may have been instrumental in that restoration. 
  •  Remember, Peter was no stranger to failure himself. 
 
(1) THE PURPOSE OF THIS GOSPEL (Mark 1:1) 
(2) THE PROPHET OF THIS GOSPEL (Mark 1:2-8) 
 -  John the Baptist.   
 -  ISAIAH said this prophet would cry out in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
  
 (a) The MESSAGE (vs. 4) 
  •  The message John the Baptist preached was a message of REPENTANCE. 
  1. His BOLDNESS.  He wasn’t afraid to tell people what they NEEDED TO HEAR.  
 
Mark 6:14-20.  John the Baptist called out the King – KING HEROD for his illegal, incestuous marriage to 
Herodias.  
 •  Apparently, John had repeatedly told the king his actions were wrong. 
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•  He wasn’t afraid to preach the truth no matter who was in the audience, whether it was the king or the 
common people. 
 
Luke 3:7-8a, “He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers!  
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruits in keeping with repentance.” 
 
•  Not only his BOLDNESS.  Notice also: 
  2. His BAPTISM (vs. 5) 
   -  The people came . . . by the thousands.  
   -  Someone has estimated as many as 300,000 were baptized by John. 
 
Dr. Jerry Vines: “Whether that figure is correct or not, we do know that the entire land of Judea and all of 
Jerusalem poured out to the Jordan River to hear him.” 
  
•  John baptized repentant sinners in water.  Baptism didn’t produce repentance but was the result of it. 
 -  People confessed their sins, repented and were baptized.   
  •  It was a picture of their repentance and desire for God’s forgiveness. 
 
•  Today, we are baptized to picture the death, burial and resurrection of JESUS CHRIST and to declare 
to the world, because of what Jesus did for us, we have received forgiveness of our sins. 
 -  Baptism doesn’t produce that.  It pictures that. 
 
  (a) The MESSAGE (vs. 4-5) 
  (b) The MAN (vs. 6-8) 
   •  Mark describes John the Baptist in one sentence: “Now John was clothed with camel’s  
   hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey.” 
  
•  Ironically, his dress mirrored that of Elijah, the prophet. 
 -  2 Kings 1:7-8, “What kind of man was he who came to meet you and told you these things?”  
 They answered, “He wore a garment of hair, with a belt of leather about his waist.” And he said, “It 
 is Elijah the Tishbite.”  
 
   •  His DIET and DRESS were both unusual. 
    -  His clothing wouldn’t have been fashionable and couldn’t have been comfortable. 
    -  His food:  locusts with wild honey wouldn’t have been desirable. 
 
•  It was never about John.  It was always about Jesus. 
 
Verse 7.  “And he preached, saying, ‘After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.’” 
 
•  John didn’t get in the way.  He prepared the way. 
 -  He was mighty, but the coming One was Almighty. 
 -  John was a mere man.  Jesus was the Son of Man and more than any man. 
 -  John was a voice.  Jesus was THE WORD made flesh. 
 -  John called for REPENTANCE.  Jesus called for REBIRTH. 
 -  John was a MESSENGER.  Jesus was THE MESSIAH. 
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•  John’s mother and the mother of Jesus were cousins. 
 -  But one could not speak of John’s father in the same breath with the Father of the Lord Jesus  
 Christ. 
 
•  No wonder John declared he was not fit to stoop down and even untie the sandals of the coming One. 
 -  In Matthew 11:11, Jesus said this about John the Baptist:  “Truly, I say to you, among those born 
 of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist.” 
 
John 1:29.  John the Baptist said this of Jesus: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world! 
 -  John 3:29b-30.  John the Baptist said, “Therefore this joy of mine is now complete.  He must 
 increase, but I must decrease.” 
 
Verse 8.  “I have baptized you with water, but he (Jesus) will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
  
•  This didn’t mean that John’s baptism was unauthorized or that water baptism would one day be 
replaced by Sprit baptism. 
  
•  1 Corinthian 12:13 tells us that the Holy Spirit baptizes us all into one body at the moment of  salvation.  
It’s a spiritual transaction. 
 -  You can’t see it when it’s happening.  But you can tell when it’s happened. 
   
•  Water baptism is the outward picture of the inward reality and demonstrates to the world we are 
declaring our eternal allegiance to Jesus and identifying with His death, burial and resurrection. 
 
AGAIN . . . one brief statement:  “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  That was it! 
 -  But there was a world of difference in John’s symbolic baptism with water and Jesus’ 
 supernatural baptism with the Spirit. 
  •  John showed people their NATURAL hearts.  Jesus gave people NEW hearts. 
  •  John brought people to the JORDAN, the river of death. 
   -  Jesus brought people to the river of life. 
 
•  MARK was one of those.  Although he started out poorly, he finished well. 

-  In Paul’s final letter, 2 Timothy 4:11, he told his young son in the faith, Timothy, “Get Mark  and 
bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry.” 

 
•  MARK understood what it meant to have a second chance. 
 -  He’s the man the Holy Spirit chose to write the second gospel. 
 
•  He opens with the words, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
 -  He can’t wait to share the good news. 
 -  He only takes 8 verses to introduce what he’s going to say and then, in verse 9, he says, “In those 
 days JESUS  CAME” and everything changed. 
 
•  That can happen here this morning.  You can have a SECOND CHANCE. 
 -  Jesus can come into your heart and home and change everything.  It’s the good news of the 
 gospel. 
	  


