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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #19                                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“ORDINARY MEN, EXTRAORDINARY MINISTRY” 
(Text:  Mark 6:7-13) 

 
ILL.  How many of you have heard the story of Rachel Beckwith? She’s a 9-year-old girl from Bellevue, 
Washington. And on her 9th birthday, she decided to give up all of her birthday presents to raise $300 to 
help provide clean water for children in Ethiopia. 
 She posted this on Facebook, “I found out that millions of people don’t live to see their 5th birthday. 
And why? Because they didn’t have access to clean, safe water. So, I’m celebrating my birthday like 
never before. I’m asking from everyone I know to donate to my campaign instead of gifts for my 
birthday.” 
 She raised $220 but fell $80 short of her goal. 
 
Show video of Rachel Beckwith. 
 
What does it look like when God uses ORDINARY people to accomplish EXTRAORDINARY things? 
 -  That’s what our passage is about this morning. 
 
•  Last time, we left Jesus, He’d been rejected by His family, His friends and the folks from His 
hometown. 
 - His last statement to them was: “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and 
 among his relatives and in his own household.” 
 
•  He marveled at their UNBELIEF and LEFT. 
 
What would He do now?  
 -  Unbelief can stop the work of God in your life. But your unbelief won’t stop the work of God. 
 
•  His hometown turned Him way. So, He turned to His disciples. 
 
READ:  Mark 6:7-13 
 
The first thing we notice is they were: 
(1) CALLED (Mark 6:7) 
 -  “He called the twelve.” 
 -  Remember these twelve, ordinary guys, seven of which were most likely fishermen? 
  •  Now it was time for them to begin fishing for men. 
 -  One, Matthew, was a tax collector.  
 -  They were a group of common guys no one would’ve ever chosen. But Jesus chose them. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:27, “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong . . .” 
 
Dr. John MacArthur said, “Contrary to popular belief, we do not have to be perfect to do God's work. 
Look no further than the twelve disciples whose many weaknesses are forever preserved throughout the 
pages of the New Testament. Jesus chose ordinary men - fisherman, tax collectors, political zealots - and 
turned their weakness into strength, producing greatness from utter uselessness.” 
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•  Jesus “called the twelve and began to send them out two by two ...” 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil . . . And 
though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him – a threefold cord is not 
quickly broken.” 
 -  Jesus sent them out in pairs.  The reasons are obvious. 
  •  Mutual support and encouragement, protection, and to support each other’s testimony. 
  
•  In Scripture, wherever the disciples are mentioned, it’s always in twos. 
 -  I’ve often wondered how He paired them up. 
  •  Jesus never made a mistake and we can be sure He matched strength with weakness, and  
  made sure they complimented one another. 
 
Verse 7b. When it says He “began to send them out,” it may indicate He didn't send them all at once. 
 -  And it’s reasonable to assume they went to different villages and towns. 
 
•  These were ORDINARY MEN being given an EXTRAORDINARY RESPONSIBILITY. 
 -  There was no plan B. 
 -  There’s no second team to come in if they can’t get the job done. 
 
Verse 7c. “And He gave them authority over unclean spirits.” 
 -  That caught Mark’s interest. 
 -  Apparently, there had been a massive number of demons showing up all over the place. 
  •  No doubt, to fight the threat Jesus posed to Satan’s kingdom. 
  •  So, Jesus equipped the disciples with the power to confront and conquer the enemy. 
 
Luke 9:1-2 says, “And he called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons 
and to cure diseases, and He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.” 
 
Matthew 10:8 tells us Jesus told them to “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, and cast out 
demons.” 
 -  The One Who was Almighty gave them almighty power. 
 
Luke 10. Later on, Jesus sent out seventy-two others, two-by-two, and apparently gave them the power 
to cast out demons and heal the sick.” 
 -  They had that power for a limited period of time. But the Apostles had it for the rest of their lives.  
•  This was a unique designation of power, given by the Lord to the twelve. 
 -  They were given authority and power for the duration of their ministry. 
 
2 Corinthians 12:12/NIV, Paul said, “I persevered in demonstrating among you the marks of a true 
apostle, including signs, wonders and miracles.” 
 
Why were signs, wonders and miracles important back then? 
 -  Because it validated the truth of what they were saying. 
 -  The miracles brought affirmation of what they were teaching. 
  •  Supernatural power authenticated the message these servants were proclaiming. 
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(1) CALLED 
(2) CHARGED (Mark 6:8-10) 
 -  Jesus didn’t just call them, He equipped them. 
 -  Someone said, “God doesn’t call the equipped. He equips the called.” 
 -  He called the twelve and then He charged them. 
 
 (a) A Providential Aspect (vs. 8a)  
  •  They were representing JESUS and needed to trust Him to provide for their needs. 
  •  He wanted them to be adequately supplied, but not to the point of ceasing to live by faith. 
 
 (b) A Practical Aspect (8b-10) 
  1. A staff (physical protection and for traveling) 
  2. No food or moneybag. 
  3. Proper footwear 
  4. One tunic (the wealthy wore two tunics) 
   -  They were to identify with the common people. 
 
Luke 22:35, “When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you lack anything?” 
 -  Their answer was, “Nothing.” 
 
•  Some people believe God could care less about the little things in our lives. 
 -  Friend, He cares about everything in our lives. 
  •  Paul said even in “matters as mundane as eating and drinking, we should glorify God. 
   (1 Corinthians 10:31) 
 
•  God cares about the details of our lives. 
 -  What we wear, how we eat and conduct ourselves; it all affects the kind of testimony we present 
 to a lost and dying world. 
 
(1) CALLED 
(2) CHARGED 
(3) CAUTIONED (Mark 6:10-11) 
 -  There was something else involved here as well. 
 -  The potential for corruption in ministry is HUGE. 
  •  That’s why Jesus said, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there.” 
  •  They weren’t to “pick and choose” when it came to their food and accommodations. 
 -  They were to be faithful servants not pampered celebrities. 
 
•  When someone possessed the power to heal the sick and raise the dead, the potential was there to 
take advantage of people. 
 -  Sick people would pay whatever it took to be healed. (They still do today.) 
 
•  Religious charlatans have always been around.  Paul warned Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:5, about “people 
of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial 
gain.” (NIV) 
 -  In those days, they’d travel on camels and donkeys, wearing double tunics and carrying 
 moneybags. 
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•  Today, they travel around on private jets, wearing $5,000 suits, surrounding themselves with an 
imposing entourage, and a team of people who handle and hide all their money. 
 
•  The false teachers of Jesus’ day would travel from house to house, taking advantage of weak-willed 
women and widows, padding their pockets, and profiting from the very people who thought they were 
genuine. 
 -  The genuine teachers and preachers were set apart by their ability to do miracles. 
 
•  Today, we have the written revelation of God in the Bible as our guide to determine the phony and 
fraudulent from the genuine and authentic.  
 -  It’s amazing to me how gullible Christian people can be even today. 
  •  That’s why we need to know the Word of God. 
 
Verse 7.  The word translated “send” is apostello in the original language. (English: “apostle”) 
 -  It means “to send someone with a special commission to represent another and to accomplish his 
 work.” 
 
•  Jesus called these twelve men and commissioned them to go with apostolic authority and divine 
ability to authenticate who they were and Who they represented. 
 
A final word of caution (vs. 11) 
•  As they ministered from place to place they would encounter hospitality as well as hostility. 
 -  There would be people who would be friendly to them and others who would oppose them. 
 -  When they encountered opposition, they were to “leave and shake the dust off their feet as a 
 testimony against them.” 
 
•  This was a pretty strong statement here. 
 -  That was the traditional way Jews would express scorn toward Gentile countries. 
 -  Jews would travel outside of Israel and when they returned would shake out their robe and their 
 sandals because they didn’t want to bring any Gentile dirt into Israel and possibly contaminate it. 
 
Matthew’s account (Matthew 10:1-15) goes in to even more detail. 
 -  Jesus said, “And if anyone will not receive you or listen to you words, shake off the dust from 
 your feet when you leave that house or town. Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day 
 of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.” 
 
(4) COMMISIONED (Mark 6:12-13) 
 -  They were CALLED, CHARGED and CAUTIONED. 
 -  Finally, they were COMMISSIONED.   
 -  Verse 12 says, “They went out . . .” 
  •  They told people they needed to repent. They cast out demons. Anointed many with oil, and 
   healed the sick. 
 -  Their mission was a magnificent success. 
  •  The darkness was dispelled, demons were cast out and disease was conquered and cured. 
 
•  They did exactly what Jesus told them to do. They preached, delivered and healed. 
 -  These ORDINARY MEN had an EXTRAORDINARY ministry. 
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•  Think how remarkable it was that this unlikely crew of common, ORDINARY men, faithful followers of 
JESUS, had such an EXTRAORDINARY impact on our world. 
 
 -  They represented Almighty God and demonstrated their authority by performing miracles. 
 
Dr. Warren Wiersbe said, “God’s commandments always include His enablements.” 
 
What has God called you to do? 
 -  He hasn’t called us to heal the sick. But to pray for the sick and He will heal them. 
  •  Everyone doesn’t get well that we pray for – some get a better answer and go to Heaven. 
  
 -  He hasn’t called us to raise the dead. 
  •  As we saw last week, even if someone was raised from the dead it wouldn’t cause people to 
  believe.  
  •  Jesus said, “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets . . .” 
   -  We have Moses and the Prophets in the Scriptures. 
 
 -  We have been called to go into all the world and to preach the gospel to every living Creature, 
 to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
 Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that Jesus has commanded us. And He promises, when we 
 do that, to be with us forever. 
 
“But I don’t feel qualified.”  God doesn’t call the “qualified.” He “qualifies the called.” 
 
2 Corinthians 3:4-6, “Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are 
sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, who has 
made us sufficient to be ministers . . .” 
 
God’s still using ORDINARY people to accomplish EXTRAORDINARY things. 
 
•  If an ordinary, 9-year-old girl like Rachel Beckwith could make a difference with her life, you and I can, 
too. 
 
 
 
 


