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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #18                                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“PROPHET WITHOUT HONOR” 
(Text:  Mark 6:1-6) 

 
Mark 6 records for us the last time Jesus went to His hometown – the tiny town of Nazareth. 
 -  This was the place where the Bible says, “He grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And 
 the favor of God was upon Him.” (Luke 2:40) 
 
Robert Frost: “Home is the place where, when you have to go there, they have to take you in.” 
 
John Maxwell: “I once heard someone joke that home is the place where family members go when they 
are tired of being nice to other people.” 
 
Bill Cosby: “Human beings are the only creatures on earth that allow their children to come back home.” 
 
John Ed Pearce: “Home is a place you grow up wanting to leave, and grow old wanting to get back to.”  
 
•  Jesus was raised in Nazareth, but He’d been gone for a while. 
 -  He’d made Capernaum His headquarters and had just completed a successful tour of ministry that  
 concluded with the healing of a woman with an incurable blood disease, as well as the daughter of 
 Jairus, the synagogue ruler. 
 
•  Someone said, “As a rule, one has a sense of anticipation about going home, especially to a place 
where one has had a happy childhood. Home is a place where one is loved, known, and accepted at 
face value, a place where one can take off one’s shoes and snoop around, looking for something to eat. 
Home is the place of a thousand memories. Home is where one walks down the street and sees old 
friends, familiar sights and greets neighbors and acquaintances at every turn.” 
 
READ TEXT: Mark 6:1-6 
 
Notice, first of all ... 
(1) THE COMPASSION OF CHRIST (Mark 6:1) 
 -  Why did Jesus go home again? I think you’re going to be surprised by the answer. 
 -  Luke describes an earlier visit Jesus made to Nazareth about a year earlier (Luke 4:16-21). 
  •  He went to the synagogue, as was His custom, on the Sabbath. 
  •  He was handed the scroll of Isaiah and read from Isaiah 61:1-2. 
  •  When He sat down, He said to them “Today, this Scripture has been fulfilled in your   
  hearing.” 
 -  The people in the synagogue were livid and filled with wrath. 
 -  So they grabbed Him and took Him to the top of a hill intending to throw Him off a cliff. 
  • Luke 4:30 says, “But passing through their midst, He went away.” 
 -  They couldn’t take His life. 
   
John 10:18, “No one takes it (my life) from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 
down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 
 -  Jesus was God in human flesh. 
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•  So WHY would God go back? Why did Jesus head back home to Nazareth? 
 
 (a) His PATIENCE (vs. 1) 
  •  There can be no other explanation than His patience. 
  •  “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward  
  you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 
 
•  How patient has God been with you? How many opportunities has He given you to become all He 
wants you to be? 
  
 (b) His PURPOSE (vs. 1) 
  •  He would give them one more opportunity. Maybe someone there would respond. 
  •  John 4:34, “My food is to do the will of Him Who sent me and to finish His work.” (NIV) 
  •  Luke 19:10, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 
 (c) His PERSISTENCE (vs. 2a) 
  •  “As His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day.” 
  •  Jesus identified Himself with a place where the Word of God was proclaimed. 
  •  It’s a great thing when a man of God takes the Word of God and teaches the children of God 
  in the power of the Spirit of God in the house of God for the glory of God. 
  
•  It’s equally great when we identify ourselves with the place where the Word of God, the Bible, is 
taught. 
 
Note:  The synagogues, in those days, were constructed in such a way that they pointed toward 
Jerusalem. 
 -  So, when the Lord stood up to teach in the synagogue that day, He would’ve been facing 
 Jerusalem. 
 -  He would’ve been facing Calvary, facing the Cross, where He was going to die for the sins of the 
 whole world. 
 
•  So, in that setting, here was Jesus standing in their midst, teaching the Word of God. 
 -  He was being persistent, hoping there would be someone who would believe. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 
 -  “Grace that will pardon and cleanse within. Grace that is greater than all our sin.” 
 
•  So what would be the response of the people to the patience, purpose and persistence of a 
compassionate Christ? 
(2) THE CRITICISM OF THE CROWD (Mark 6:2-3) 
 -  “And many who heard him were astonished . . .”  
  •  The word means to be “struck by a blow.”  (Mark 1:22/in the synagogue – his teaching.) 
 -  They were flabbergasted, shocked, and amazed by three things: 
  #1 – His Words 
  #2 – His Wisdom 
  #3 – His Works 
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•  Jesus didn’t do any mighty works while He was there. So they must’ve been referring to reports they’d 
heard. 
 -  He was teaching and they couldn’t comprehend His wisdom and authority. 
 
 (a) “Isn’t this the carpenter?” (vs. 3) 
  •  Nazareth was probably a village of about 500 people. 
  •  Joseph was probably the village carpenter. 
  •  After his death, Jesus was most likely the one who took over the business. 
   -  So they knew Him well. He’d built chairs and tables and yokes and plows for them. 
   -  He’d probably done some remodeling projects for them and may have built a few   
   houses. 
  •  Scripture doesn’t say. But we know He was there for approximately 30 years.  
 
•  The day came when Jesus walked out of that old carpenter’s shop and walked out into the world, no 
longer to build plows, yokes, and chairs. Instead, He would build lives and build His church. 
 
•  The day would come when He would be nailed to a cross prepared by another carpenter. 
 -  But He is still building today. He’s still at work – building lives and building His church. 
  •  Souls are being saved. Eternal destinies are being changed forever. 
 
 (b) “Isn’t this the child of Mary?” (vs. 3b) 
  •  This was actually a slanderous comment. 
  •  The first time Jesus came back to Nazareth, they’d said, “Is this not the son of Joseph?” 
   -  Now the common gossip about the origin and birth of Jesus was coming out. 
 
John 8:41. Jesus was confronting the Jewish leaders and said to them, “You are doing the works of your 
father ...”  He would go on to say, “You are of your father, the devil” (vs. 44).  
 -  Their response to Him was, “We were not born of fornication.” 
 -  Joseph wasn’t the father of Mary’s baby. So they were saying Jesus was an illegitimate son. 
 
Verse 3c. They bring up his brothers and sisters, too. 
 -  Remember Mark 3:21? They thought He was out of His mind. 
 
Verse 3d.  “And they took offense at him.”  (SKANDALIZOMAI) 
 -  This was scandalous. It was absolute blasphemy that He would claim to be the Son of God. 
 
•  It’s the same word used in 1 Corinthians 1:23 where Paul says, the GOSPEL is “a stumbling block to 
the Jews and folly to the Gentiles.” 
 -  Over and over, the Bible talks about how they stumbled over Jesus and the Gospel. 
 
ILL.  The small town phenomenon: where no one is expected to ever rise above anybody else. 
  
•  But this was so much more than that. This was BLATANT UNBELIEF and ANTAGONISM. 
 
 -  They couldn’t REFUTE the MESSAGE or RENOUNCE the MIRACLES. 
 
  •  So they RIDICULED the MESSENGER. 
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(1) THE COMPASSION OF CHRIST 
(2) THE CRITICISM OF THE CROWD 
(3) THE CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR CHOICE (Mark 6:4-6) 
 -  Three things happened next. 
 
 The first was: 
 (a) A REBUKE (vs. 4) 
  •  Jesus responds with one sentence. A pointed proverb that pinpointed the real issue: their  
  unbelief. 
  •  Unbelief obscures the obvious, elevates the irrelevant and resents the messenger. 
   -  They hated the message and ultimately would hang the messenger on a cross. 
 
•  “A prophet is not without honor except in his own hometown, among his own relatives and in his own 
household.” 
 -  His own brothers and sisters didn’t believe in JESUS, and wouldn’t until after the resurrection 
 (Acts 1:14) 
 
 (b) A RESTRAINING (vs. 5) 
  •  “And He could do no mighty work there ...” 
  •  It wasn’t a power problem. It was a people problem – the people didn’t believe. 
   -  The purpose of miracles was to attest to the truth. They refused to believe. 
   -  When people decide to reject the truth, all the miracles in the world won’t help them. 
     
Luke 16:19-31.  The parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus. 
 -  The rich man went to Hell. Lazarus went to Paradise (Abraham’s side) 
 -  The rich man begged to have Lazarus just bring a drop of water on his finger. 
 -  Then, he begged Abraham to send Lazarus back to earth to warn his 5 brothers. 
 
Luke 16:29-31, “But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ And he 
said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ And he said to 
him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise 
from the dead.’” 
 
•  Because of their UNBELIEF, Jesus was unable to do any mighty works there. 
 -  I wonder how many times God wanted to do more in our midst. But because we didn’t believe 
 He couldn’t do what He wanted to do? 
 
 (c) A REMNANT  (vs. 5b) 
  •  You’ve heard the old saying, “God always has a remnant.”  (He does!) 
  •  Even in the midst of the darkness of unbelief, demonstrated by his own family, friends 
  and folks from his hometown – there were a handful who did believe. 
 
Verse 5b.  Jesus laid hands on those who did believe and were sick, and healed them. 
 
Two closing thoughts ... 
(1) “And He marveled because of their unbelief” (vs. 6a) 
 -  He was amazed at the fact they didn’t believe. His own family. His friends. His hometown. 
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Have you ever considered how foolish UNBELIEF is? 
 -  Unbelief chooses an ETERNITY in HELL over an ETERNITY in HEAVEN. 
 -  Unbelief chooses SATAN over JESUS. (Pardon me, but that’s unbelievable.) 
 -  Unbelief chooses SIN over SALVATION.  DARKNESS over LIGHT. 
 -  An everlasting, BURNING FIRE, instead of STREETS of GOLD, JOY UNSPEAKABLE, and  full of 

GLORY. 
 
•  Only TWO TIMES in Scripture does it say Jesus “marveled” at someone. 
 -  On two different occasions we’re told that Jesus was amazed. 
  #1 – Luke 7:9.  Jesus marveled at the great faith of a Roman Centurion, a Gentile, who had a  
  servant sick at home and had come to ask Jesus to heal him. 
  #2 – Mark 6:6. Jesus marveled at their unbelief. 
 
(1) “And He marveled because of their unbelief” (vs. 6a) 
(2) He left (vs. 6b). 
 -  “And he went about among the villages teaching.” 
 
•   Jesus never returned to Nazareth. (Let that sink in for a moment.) 
 -  His family finally came around, after the resurrection (Acts 1:14) 
 -  But Scripture never tells us what happened to his friends and the folks from His hometown. 
 
UNBELIEF is a horrible sin. 
 
 John 3:18-19, “Whoever believes in him (Jesus) is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
 is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is 
 the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light 
 because their works were evil.” 
 
 Revelation 21:8, says that no unbelieving person will ever enter into Heaven. 
 
•  My concern this morning is not your HOMETOWN or even your own HOME. 
 
 -  My concern is your HEART – don’t let JESUS be a “prophet without honor” in your own heart. 
 
 
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever BELIEVES in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


