
© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #16                                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“TRIUMPH OVER DEMONS” 
(Text:  Mark 5:1-20) 

 
Chapter 4 ended with us seeing JESUS’ triumph over DANGER. 
Chapter 5 begins showing JESUS’ triumph over DEMONS. 
Chapter 5 will end telling us about JESUS’ triumph over DISEASE. 
 
•  Last week, we saw JESUS asleep in the back of the disciple’s boat in the midst of a ferocious, life-
threatening storm. 
 -  JESUS had no fear. No storm, not even Satan, himself, concerned Him. So He slept. 
 -  He got up rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” 
  •  The wind and the water recognized the voice of their CREATOR. 
  •  Instantly, the entire lake became as placid as a pond. 
 
 Chapter 5 opens with these words, “They came to the other side of the sea.” 
 -  They made it through the storm. They made it to the other side. 
 
HOW’D THEY DO THAT? 
 
Isaiah 41:10, “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 
help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
 
2 Corinthians 2:14, “But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and 
through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere.” 
 
•  Aren’t you glad we serve a God Who is able not only to get us through the storms of life, but to take us 
to the other side? 
 -  A God, Who always leads us in TRIUMPH and VICTORY! 
 
 
Mark Chapter 5 is an incredible chapter. 
 -  It describes three unique situations that, from a human perspective, were incurable. 
  1) A man who was demon possessed (vs. 1-20) 
  2) A woman who had a crippling disease (vs. 21-34) 
  3) A girl who was dead (vs. 35-43) 
 
•  The demon possessed man would be sent to a mental institution. 
•  The woman would be assigned to hospice. 
•  The girl would be taken to a cemetery. 
 
 -  But all that changed when JESUS entered the picture.  
  
•  HE CHANGES EVERYTHING. EVERY SITUATION and EVERY SINGLE PERSON. 
 -  And He wants to change YOU this morning. 
 
READ TEXT:  Mark 5:1-20 
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•  It had been a wild and stormy night for the Lord and His disciples. 
 -  Now it was going to be a wild and stormy morning. 
 
•  Jesus had just dealt with BAD WEATHER. 
 -  Now He’d be faced with BLATANT WICKEDNESS. 
 
Notice, first of all ... 
 
(1) THE CONFRONTATION (Mark 5:1-5) 
 - Matthew tells us, “And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gerasenes, two 
 demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that 
 way.” (Matthew 8:28) 
 -  There were TWO demon-possessed men who came running down the hill. 
  •  Mark and Luke (8:26-39) focus on just one of the men. 
 -  We don’t know what happened to the other demon-possessed man.  
  
•  Personally, I think once they came racing down the hill, as they’d done hundreds of times before to 
people in the village to harass and horrify them, when he realized WHO THIS WAS – he ran off. 
 -  These two demon-possessed men had terrorized this village for a long time. 
 -  Apparently, they were very violent and incredibly strong. 
  •  People had tried to restrain them with shackles and chains.  
   -  But they’d just bust them loose. 
 
•  They lived among the tombs, in a graveyard of dead bodies that were decomposing. 
 -  The stench and smell had to be repulsive and overwhelming. 
 
•  For whatever reason, Mark and Luke only focus on ONE of the two men. 
 -  Maybe he was the stronger of the two. (vs. 3 tells us he had “supernatural strength.”) 
 
•  Luke tells us, “for a long time he hadn’t worn any clothes” (Luke 8:27). 
 -  So he would’ve looked disgusting, been covered with dirt and filth and, most likely, had a number 
 of sores and infections all over his body. 
 
•  Mark tells us that, “Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out 
and cutting himself with stones.” 
 -  He’d become a madman, a maniac, a monster. 
 -  He would’ve been completely irrational, unapproachable, anti-social (since all the people wanted 
 nothing to do with him and had chained him often to try to restrain him. 
 -  He’d become a very evil man. 
 
Dr. Phillips said, “This was no ordinary demoniac, possessed by an evil spirit. This was Satan’s prize 
exhibit, a man tormented and driven by a vast number of fearful evil spirits. 
 
•  These two demon-possessed men come running down the hill thinking these are some more people 
they can harass and hurt. 
 -  But all of a sudden, they are stopped in their tracks, when the demons realize, “This is not just 
 another man from the village. This is the SON of MAN from HEAVEN. This is JESUS! 
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(2) THE CONVERSATION (Mark 5:6-13) 
 -  “And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him, And crying out with a loud 
 voice he said, What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?” 
 -  Suddenly, this demon-possessed man isn’t interested in harming Jesus, he’s coming to bow down 
 before Him. (The word used here literally means “to worship,” “to demonstrate submission,” “to 
 show respect to one greater than yourself.” 
 -  No one else could restrain him. But when he came face to face with Jesus, he fell to his knees. 
  •  And a conversation ensues. 
 
•  Jesus begins by addressing the demon, the “unclean spirit” in the man (vs. 8). 
 -  That’s why the man asked, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?” 
 -  He was demon-possessed and it was actually the demon who was speaking. 
 
How do demons know WHO Jesus is? 
 -  James 2:19, “Even the demons believe – and shudder.” They know Who Jesus is. 
 -  At one time, every unclean spirit, every demon was an angel serving in Heaven in the presence of 
 God. 
 -  Lucifer (who became Satan) rebelled against God and a third of the angels joined him. 
  •  So God kicked them all of out of Heaven (Ezekiel 28:12-19; Isaiah 14:12-17). 
 -  Matthew 25:41 tells us that Hell was created for “the devil and his angels.” 
 -  1 Peter 2:4 tells us that some of those angels (now demons) are already chained in Hell. 
 
Demons are still with us today! 
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “Don’t kid yourself about Satan. It’s not always this blatant. It’s not always this overt. 
But we have enough people that show up in society like this to understand that behavior, don’t we? How 
else can you explain a Charles Manson? How else can you explain a Dahmer? How else can you explain 
somebody that kills relentlessly and eats the victims? How do you explain that? That is not psychological 
deviation. That is demonic possession. We see enough of it to understand it’s there. We even use the 
word monsters, maniacs. We run out of adjectives to describe people like that whose lives have been 
literally taken over by demons.” 
 
1 John 3:8 tells us, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.” 
 
Verse 9.  So, Jesus speaks to the demon and says, “WHAT IS YOUR NAME?” 
 -  The demon replied, “My name is LEGION, for we are many.” 
 
•  Jesus didn’t ask because He needed the information. He knows all things. 
 -  He asked as a matter of clarification. As if to say, “I know you’re all in there.” 
 
LEGION is really not a name. Rather, it’s a military designation. 
 -  A legion of Roman soldiers would’ve been 6,000 men. 
 -  This man had 6,000 demons in him. 
  •  “And you thought you have problems!!” 
 
•  These demons were squatters. They were invaders and intruders. They had no right to this man’s 
heart. 
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•  God created every living thing. Every man, woman, boy and girl. 
 -  The human heart was created for God, not for Satan and his demons. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:11, “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human 
heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.” (NIV) 
 
Blaise Pascal (Philosopher): “There is a God shaped vacuum in the heart of every man which cannot be 
filled by any created thing, but only by God, the Creator, made known through Jesus.” 
 
•  These demons had set up shop in the life of this man and turned him into a monster. 
 -  When you crack the door open to the devil, you have no idea what all you’re letting into you life. 
  
•  Why in the world would you lock your doors at night, to keep you and your family safe from intruders 
and invaders, who would hurt you and harm you, but not guard your heart and your mind? 
 
Verse 8. Jesus told all the demons they had to leave the man immediately. 
 -  Verse 10. So the main demon began to plead with Jesus not to send them “into the Abyss” where 
 they’d be chained with the other demons who are already there (Luke 8), or “out of the country” 
 they were in – which was most likely GENTILE territory. 
  
Verses 11-13. Instead, the demon asked Jesus if they could be allowed to enter a herd of pigs nearby. 
 -  According to vs. 13, there were “about two thousand pigs.” 
 
Why did the demons want to enter the pigs?   I have no idea. 

-  I can tell you this, the instant the demons entered the pigs, the pigs rushed down the steep bank 
in the sea and drowned themselves. 

 -  The pigs preferred DEATH over DEMONS. 
 
Watch what happens next ... 
(3) THE CONGREGATION (Mark 5:14-17) 
 -  The herdsmen, who were in charge of the pigs, ran into the city and into the country to tell 
 everyone what had happened. 
 -  This tells us two things: 
  #1 – They were probably covering themselves and letting people know they weren’t    
  responsible for the pigs dying. 
  #2 – This pig enterprise was probably something all the people were involved in. A village  
  business or a city business. (A source of income for the community they lived in.) 
 -  Verses 14-15. The people came from all over to see what had happened. 
  
Matthew 8:34 tells us “all the city came out ...” 
 
Verse 15.  They see the demon-possessed man they were all afraid of, sitting there, clothed, in his right 
mind and now they’re REALLY SCARED. 
 
Verse 16. The ones who’d seen what happen to him and to the pigs share all the details. 
 
 ... and the result was a city-wide praise service to thank JESUS for what He’d done. 
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•  Sorry, that’s how the story should end. But it’s not how the story ended. 
 -  Quite the opposite. 
 
Verse 17.  Mark tells us the people begged Jesus to leave. 
 -  They were more comfortable with SATAN than with JESUS. 
 -  They were more comfortable with SIN than SALVATION. 
 -  They were happier with HELL in their city than HEAVEN in their hearts. 
 
John 3:19, “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness 
rather than the light BECAUSE THEIR WORKS (deeds) WERE EVIL.” 
 
 Verse 18. So Jesus left. But as He was getting into the boat, something happened. 
 
(4) THE CONSUMMATION (Mark 5:18-20) 
 -  The man who had been demon possessed begged Jesus if he could come with him. 
 -  Jesus said, “No!” 
 
My first thought was: “If you let the demons go into the pigs, why wouldn’t you let this man get into the 
boat? 
 
Verse 19.  Jesus told him to go home and tell his family and friends all great things the Lord had done for 
him and how he’d received mercy. 
  
Verse 20.  That’s exactly what he did. 
 -  In fact, he went to ten different cities to tell people.  (That’s what the Decapolis means.) 
  •  A region of ten cities. 
 
•  This former demon-possessed maniac was actually the FIRST MISSIONARY ever commissioned for 
mission work. 
 -  In Mark 7, Jesus goes back to that Gentile region, the region “of the Decapolis.” 
 -  And they brought a deaf man to Jesus for Him to heal him (vs. 32). 
 
•  How’d they know what Jesus could do? He’d never been there before. 
 -  But His missionary had been. 
 
Mark 8:1. “In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered ...” 
 -  That former demon possessed man had quite a ministry. 
 
Chapter 5 ends with these words ... “and everyone marveled.” 
 
Two closing observations: 
1. If JESUS can use that demon-possessed man, He can use you. 
2. Jesus came all the way across that lake and through a storm just so that man could be saved. 
 -  He’ll do whatever it takes to take you to Heaven. 
 
•  Like the demon-possessed man in Mark 5, we have to come to Jesus. 
 


