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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #14                Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL” 
(Text: Mark 4:21-34) 

 
•   Last time, we saw Jesus teaching the PARABLE of the SOULS (Mark 4:1-20). 
 -  Verse 13, “Do you not understand this parable?  How then will you understand all the parables?” 
 
•  In other words, if you don’t get this one you won’t get the others. 
 -  This parable is THE KEY that unlocks all the other parables. 
 
Matthew 13:37, “The ONE who SOWS the good seed is THE SON OF MAN.” 
Luke 8:11, “The SEED is the WORD OF GOD.” 
 
When you sow the SEED (the message of the Gospel), there are four basic responses: 
(1)  The Unresponsive Heart (vs. 4) 
 -  The hard path.  Seed never makes it past the surface. 
 -  They’ve been hardened and beaten down by everything that comes down the path. 
  •  Birds come and eat it. 
  •  The devil is able to snatch away what little SEED has fallen their way. 
 
(2)  The Impulsive Heart (vs. 5-6) 
 -  The rocky ground.  There’s soil, but no depth, because of a hard surface just beneath the soil. 
 -  This is the person who makes a quick, emotional response.  But they still have a hard heart. 
 
(3)  The Destructive Heart (vs. 7) 
 -  The weeds and thorns choke it. 

-  Verses 18-19, “They are those who hear the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness 
of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.” 
 •  This is a heart that has destructive forces that choke the SEED of God’s Word. 

 
(4)  The Productive Heart (vs. 8) 
 -  The person who receives the Word of God in his heart. 
 -  Good soil is evidenced by the fruit it brings forth. 
 
The point is: the majority won’t respond positively to the message of the Gospel. 
 
Matthew 7:13-14, “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to 
life, and those who find it are few.” 
 
•  The problem is not the SOWER or the SEED. And the problem isn’t the GOSPEL. 

- Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 

 
•  The problem is PEOPLE’S HEARTS. 

-  Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand 
it?” 
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John 3:19-20, “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things 
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposes.” 
 
•  Most people don’t thing about death or eternity until it’s staring them in the face. 
(Car accident, death of a friend or family member, diagnosis of Cancer, wake up one day and realize you 
don’t have many years left.) 
 
•  The fact most people won’t get it can be very discouraging. 

-  Sometimes, people think we need to repackage the gospel or add something to it to make it more 
palatable or exciting. 

 
2 Corinthians 4:1-6 
 
•  Jesus knew disciples could get discouraged and might even begin to doubt the power of the Gospel. 
 - So He gave them three examples to encourage them. 
 
(1)  A LIGHT THAT SHINES (Mark 4:21-25) 
  -  This is more accurately “a candle.” Their lamp would’ve been a clay bowl with a wick and oil. 
 -  It was actually a remarkable invention. 
 
 (a)  It eliminates (vs. 21) 
  •  It’s a simple instrument for eliminating the darkness. 
   -  The function of a candle, to eliminate the darkness, comes at great expense to itself. 
  •  It gives itself up to the flame and commits to being completely consumed by it. 
 
•  Jesus is the “Light of the World” and He brought the light at great cost to Himself (John 8:12). 
 -  When we come to Him we become “light bearers,” who must bear the price of shining that light. 
 
  •  Our light isn’t to be hidden (Matthew 5:14). 
   -  The purpose of a lamp (candle) is to be in the midst of the darkness. 
   -  The purpose of a Christian is the same. 
 
•  Some will be drawn to the light. Others will hate the light, ignore it, or attempt to extinguish it. 
 
 (b)  It illuminates (vs. 22) 
  •  The world loves the darkness because it is under the control of the prince of darkness. 
  •  But the LIGHT exposes the darkness of men’s souls and the darkness of man’s sins. 
 
•  At the GREAT WHITE THRONE judgment (for sinners/Rev. 20) and the JUDGMENT SEAT OF 
CHRIST (for saints/2 Cor. 5) everything hidden will be exposes. 
 -  Those who thought they hid under the cover of darkness will be exposed by the Light. 
 
Hebrews 4:13, “And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of 
him to whom we must give account.” 
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REUBEN was exposed in Genesis 49:3-4. 
ACHAN was caught, even though he thought no one saw what he did in the dark. (Joshua 7:1-26) 
ANANIAS and SAPPHIRA were exposed for what they had conspired in secret. (Acts 5:1-11) 
 
Verse 23, “If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
 -  Jesus used these words before (vs. 9).  “You really need to get this.” 
 
  1. A word of CAUTION (vs. 24a) 
   “Pay attention to what you hear ...” 
   -  There are many voices out there.  False words, foolish words, filthy words. 
 
  2. A word of COUNSEL (vs. 24b) 

“With the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you.” 
   -  We should measure our words to make sure they are wholesome and true. 
   -  We should be extremely careful and responsible when passing on God’s divine truths. 
 
2 Timothy 2:15, “Do your best to present yourself to God and one approved, a worker who has no need 
to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.” 
 
1 Timothy 1:6-7, “Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain discussion, 
desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they are saying or the things about 
which they make confident assertions. 
 
James 3:1, “Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you  know that we who teach will 
be judged with greater strictness.” 
 
  3. A word of CLARIFICATION (vs. 25) 

“For to the one how has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he 
has will be taken away.” (Those who listen to God will want to hear more.) 
- John 4:7-29. The woman at the well called Jesus a JEW, then SIR, then a PROPHET, and 
finally, the CHRIST (MESSIAH). 

 
•  If you don’t listen to God, you’ll neglect the things of God. Your soul will shrivel up and the result will be 
a carnal, worldly Christian. A spiritual pauper when you could’ve been a prince or a princess. 
 -  It’s an either/or proposition. We either USE or LOSE what we’ve been given. 
 
(1) A LIGHT THAT SHINGS  
(2) A HARVEST THAT COMES (Mark 4:26-29) 
 -  Jesus turns from the necessity of spiritual growth to the mystery of spiritual growth. 
 -  Every farmer knows the process. 
 -  You plow the ground, you sow the seed, you do everything you can do and then, you wait. 
 -  The farmer can water and fertilize all he wants. But he can’t make anything grow. 
  •  Only God can do that. He, alone, has the secret to all life and growth. 
 -  Vs. 27.  Several days go by and the seed takes root and grows. 
  •  The farmer doesn’t know how.  No one does. 
   -  No one knows WHAT will grow or WHEN it will grow. 
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Verse 28. There’s a process, but it’s really a miracle. 
 -  A farmer might be the most intelligent farmer around and have the finest equipment. 
  •  But ultimately, he owes it all to God. Without God, he can produce nothing. 
 
•  As followers of Christ, we are to sow the seed wherever and whenever we can. 
 -  We need to plow the ground, sow the seed, water and fertilize it all we can. 
 -  But realize there’s a reason why it’s called “the miracle of the new birth.” 
  •  We can no more force spiritual growth than someone can force a plant or tree to grow. 
 
•  Jesus is saying, “Just keep sowing the good seed of the gospel, because the HARVEST will come.” 
 - God will guarantee it. 
 
(1) A LIGHT THAT SHINES 
(2) A HARVEST THAT COMES 
(3) A KINGDOM THAT EPANDS (Mark 4:30-34) 
 -  “So what can we compare the kingdom of God? How about a mustard seed?” 
 -  God’s kingdom is unlike any earthly kingdom. So how would He illustrate it for them? 
  •  A mustard seed. 
 
•  That had to shock everyone who heard it. 

-  The mustard seed wasn’t the smallest of all seeds. But, in comparison to all other seeds in that 
day, it would’ve been considered the smallest. 

 
•  The disciples had to be astonished when they heard what He said. 

-  They had envisioned a global empire with ivory palaces and majestic thrones, unrivaled wealth 
and opulence. 
-  An invincible army ready at a moment’s notice to be dispatched by the King. 
-  Multitudes of servants waiting and serving the whims and wishes of the King and His court. 

 
Then Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is like a grain of MUSTARD SEEDS.” 
 -  “What?” 
 
•  Jesus was using hyperbole for emphasis. 
 -  The kingdom of God starts out small and insignificant in the eyes of men. 
  •  But, when it grows, it will become the most significant enterprise in all the earth. 
 
Note: Some scholars have struggled with verse 32. Some translations say it became a mustard tree. 

-  There’s no such thing as a mustard tree.  A mustard bush can grow to 15 ft. high and 6 ft. in 
diameter, and have branches. 

 
•  Jesus was simply saying, “This is going to be like nothing else in the universe.” 

-  “The birds nesting in its shade” comes from Ezekiel 17 where there is a messianic prophecy that 
says, “Under the rule of Messiah, nations will come to salvation.” 
-  Daniel 4:10-11, Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom was pictured as a tree and the birds in that tree, 
represented peoples and nations. 

 
•  This was a staggering statement. These 12 men were going to reach nations with the gospel. 
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•  That’s exactly what has happened. 

-  You and I, and millions like us from every nation, in every century, since Jesus appointed these 
disciples, have been a part of this ever-expanding kingdom! 

 
Revelation tells us when we get to Heaven, we’re going to find innumerable multitudes of people from 
every tongue, tribe, nation and people. 
 
Verses 33-34.  Here’s Mark summarizing again. Remember: short, simple, to the point. 
 
•  He wants to get to the bottom line and here it is: Jesus said, “Sow the good seed of the gospel and 
watch what God does.”  
 -  His kingdom is unlike any other kingdom. 
 -  And it’s going to be an ever-expanding kingdom that grows every day. 
 
Including today! 


