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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #13                                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE PARABLE OF THE SOILS” 
(Text:  Mark 4:1-9) 

 
•  Mark deals more with the WORKS of JESUS than the WORDS of JESUS. 
 -  But here, he diverts from his usual pattern and focuses on the TEACHING of JESUS. 
  •  He’ll do that again in Chapter 13. 
 
•  What Jesus teaches here is incredibly important. 
 Mark 4:13. “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables?” 
 -  In other words, if you don’t get this one you won’t get the others.  
  •  This parable is the key that unlocks all the others. 
 
•  Many have called this THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER, but as we will see, it’s really THE PARABLE OF 
THE SOILS. 
 
Read:  Mark 4:1-9 
 
•  Jesus was asked by His own disciples why He was teaching the people in parables (vs. 10). 
 -  After his confrontations with the Pharisees, there was a definite change in the teachings of Jesus.  
  •  He started teaching in parables. 
 -  PARA - ble (to lay along side).   
 
•  Some have said parables are earthly stories with heavenly meanings. 
 -  But there’s much more to it than that. 
  •  A parable is much more than just an illustration. 
 
Warren Wiersbe: “A parable begins innocently as a picture that arrests our attention and arouses our 
interest. But as we study the picture, it becomes a mirror in which we suddenly see ourselves. If we 
continue to look by faith, the mirror becomes a window through which we see God and His truth. How 
we respond to that truth will determine what further truth God will teach us.” 
 
•  Some of Jesus’ parables were so personal and penetrating that the religious leaders wanted to kill 
Jesus.  
 Matthew 21:45-46, “When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived 
 that  he was speaking about them. And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the 
 crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.” 
 
Mark 4:11. “To you has been given the secret to the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is 
in parables.” 
 
JESUS USED PARABLES FOR TWO REASONS: 
#1 - To conceal the truth from some people. 
#2 - To reveal the truth to other people. 
 
Who’s He Going To Conceal It From?  Those who’d rejected Him and His message. 
 -  Again, Matthew’s account gives us some insight into what Jesus was doing. 
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Matthew 13:11-13, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them 
it has not been given. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but 
from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. This is why I speak to them in parables, 
because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.” 
 
•  Jesus was saying: “Use it or lose it.” 
 -  If you hear the truth and don’t put that truth into practice--you lose that truth. 
 
ILL.  Muscles that atrophy.  (Don’t use your arm--you lose the use of that arm.) 
ILL.  Playing the trumpet.  (You lose your lip.) 
 
•  If you don’t use the truth God gives you, you lose that truth. 
 Matthew 13:12.  But, if you receive the truth, God will give you more. 
 
•  So, the parables were used to conceal the truth from those who’d rejected the Lord. 
 -  They were also used to reveal the truth to those who believed in Jesus and received His 
 message. 
 
•  This parable explains why the whole world is not going to be saved. 
 -  When you hear the Gospel and how wonderful it is, you’d think the whole world would want to 
 be saved.   
 
So what’s the problem?  Why don’t people want to respond to the Gospel? 
 
•  The answer is found in the Parable of the SOILS.  (It’s a simple story.) 
 -  A sower goes out to sow seed. 
 -  Some seed falls on the hard ground (path).  Birds pick it up. 
 -  Some seed falls on rocky ground.  Shallow. No depth.  No productivity. Short shelf-life. 
 -  Some seed falls on the weeds/thorns.  Gets choked out. 
 -  Some seed falls on good ground.  Brings forth fruit. 
 
Well, what’s the problem here?  Let’s analyze the parable and see if we can’t find out . . . 
 
(1) THE SOWER  (Mark 4:3) 
 -  Who’s the “sower?”   
  •  Matthew 13:37,  “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.” (No problem there.) 
 
•  When Jesus was here, He sowed SEED everywhere He went.  The response was disappointing... 
 
ILL.  Sometimes, people will say, “If I could just see Jesus in the flesh . . . I’d believe.”  
 -  Most of the people who DID see Him didn’t believe. 
 
•  Now that Jesus has gone back to Heaven, every believer has the job of sowing the Seed of the Word 
of God. 
 The Bible tells us how we ought to sow: 
 (a) Plentifully  (2 Corinthians 9:6) 
  “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap  
  bountifully.” (Generously) 
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•  That’s why we need to sow a lot of Scripture Seed. 
 -  You never know what’s going to take root and grow.  (ILL. Verses on the back of t-shirts.) 
 -  We never know what the SEED’s going to do. (ILL. Hallelujah Carnival, VBS, concerts, etc.) 
  
 (b) Passionately  (Psalm 126:6) 
  “He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy,  
  bringing his sheaves with him.” 
 
•  Seeds soaked in water, prior to planting, are more productive. 
 -  We ought to pray that God would break our hearts for the lost. 
    
 (c) Patiently  (Ecclesiastes 11:6) 
  “In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your hand, for you do not know  
  which will prosper, this or that, or whether both alike will be good.”    
 
Galatians 6:9. “And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not 
give up.” 
 -  Just keep at it.  Sow plentifully, passionately and patiently.  Don’t give up. 
 
ILL.  You can’t harvest all the time. 
• You’ve got to spend time sowing, cultivating, preparing, watering.  Be patient--the harvest will come. 
 
So, the problem is not the SOWER. 
(2) THE SEED  (Mark 4:4a) Maybe there’s something wrong with the seed? 
 -  Luke 8:11, “The Seed is the Word of God.” 
 
 (a) It’s A Wonderful Seed 
  •  What a privilege we have to sow the Seed of God’s Word into people’s hearts. 
 
ILL.  Seeds have life in them.  (Inside a seed is imprinted a certain genetic code.) 
 -  Some seeds have the code of corn in them.  (Crop of corn.) 
 -  Others have a code of tomatoes in them and you can bring a crop of tomatoes from them. 
  •  There’s life implanted in the genetic code of the seed. 
 
ILL.  Seed in King Tut’s Tomb.  (Estimated 3,000 years old.) 
 -  When they planted that seed, life sprouted from it.  (There’s life in the seed.) 
 
•  The Word of God has the genetic code of eternal life in it. 
 -  When the Seed of the Word is implanted in the human heart, it produces eternal life. 
 -  People come to life when the Seed is planted. 
   
1 Peter 1:23, “Since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the 
living and abiding word of God.” 
 -  We have wonderful SEED in the Word of God. 
  
 (b) It’s A Powerful Seed. 
  •  If a seed drops into a crack in the sidewalk it will grow and buckle the concrete. 
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•  The Word of God is powerful.  It can change a life, a family and a nation. 
 -  This church is full of people whose lives have been powerfully transformed by the wonderful 
 SEED of the Word of God. 
  
 A Wonderful Seed and A Powerful Seed . . . 
 (c) It’s A Fruitful Seed.  It brings forth a crop. 
  •  In an apple orchard, you can take an apple out of it. 
   -  But you can also take an entire orchard out of one apple. 
    •  That’s a picture of the fruitfulness of the Word of God. 
 
So, the SEED’s not the problem . . . 
(3) THE SOIL  (Mark 4:4b-8) People’s hearts. 
 -  The soil represents the different conditions of the human heart. 
 -  The human heart is like soil where Seed can be sown. 
 
•  The human heart has great potential.  It can become a jungle or a beautiful garden. 
 -  Left to itself, the human heart can become a vacant lot of weeds and thorns. 
 
•  That’s why it’s absurd and foolish for a parent to say, “I’m just going to let my kids grow up to believe 
whatever they want to believe and go wherever they want to go.” 
 -  You don’t leave the human heart alone – you need to sow the SEED there. 
 
Parents:  Seed is being sown into the hearts of your children whether you do it or not. 
 
•  The human heart without Christ, without the Word of God, can become a swamp of shame and 
become a jungle of guilt, pain and pollution. 
 -  We need to sow the SEED of God’s Word into the human heart. 
 
•  When you sow the SEED, there are four basic responses: 
 (a) The Unresponsive Heart (vs. 4) 
  •  The hard path.  Seed never makes it past the surface. 
  •  They’ve been hardened and beaten down by everything that comes down the path. 
   -  Birds come and eat it.   
   -  The devil is able to snatch what little SEED has fallen their way. 
 
 (b) The Impulsive Heart (vs. 5-6) 
  •  The rocky ground. There’s soil, but no depth, because of a hard surface just beneath the soil. 
  •  This is the person who makes a quick, emotional response. But they still have a hard heart. 
 
 (c) The Destructive Heart (vs. 7) 
  •  The weeds and thorns choke it. 
  •  “The cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches . . .” (Matthew 13:22) 
   -  This is a heart that has destructive forces that choke the SEED of God’s Word. 
 
 (d) The Productive Heart (vs. 8) 
  •  The person who receives the Word of God in his heart. 
  •  Good soil is evidenced by the fruit it brings forth. 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

Page Five 
 
Fruitfulness is the evidence of a genuine salvation experience. 
 
 #1 - The fruit of a change in attitude – Galatians 5:22-23. 
  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,   
  gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”  
 
 #2 - The fruit of a change in action – Philippians 1:10-11. 
  “So that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 
  filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of 
  God.” 
  
•  When someone’s heart has been changed, there will be some fruits that indicate that change. 
 
What Is Your Heart Like?  What Stage Are You At?   
•  You may go through all of them. 
 
ILL.  The Woman at the Well (John 4) 
  
 #1 - She was cold to Jesus at first  (vs. 9)  
  The Unresponsive Heart. 
  
 
 #2 - “Give me this water . . .”  (vs. 15)  
  The Impulsive Heart. 
  
 
 #3 - Lied about her husbands  (vs. 17-18)  
  The Destructive Heart. 
  
 
 #4 - “Come see a man . . .”  (vs. 29)  
  The Productive Heart. 
 
How do you know what kind of heart you have?  
 
How can you know what kind of SOIL you are? 
 
 
•  You’ll know by how you respond to the SEED that has been sown this morning. 
 

 
 


