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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #11                                               Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“MAN ON A MISSION” 
(Text: Mark 3:7-19) 

 
•  Mark tells us about FIVE CONFRONTATIONS Jesus had with the religious leaders of the Jews. 
 -  Four are in Chapter 2.  One is in Chapter 3.  
 
1. When He healed the paralytic at Peter’s house (Mark 2:1-12) 
2. When He called Levi (Matthew) to follow Him (Mark 2:13-17) 
3. When He was questioned as to why His disciples didn’t fast (Mark 2:18-22) 
4. When He was questioned about why His disciples profaned the Sabbath by picking grain  
 and eating it on the Sabbath (Mark 2:23-28) 
5. When He healed the man with a withered hand in the synagogue on the Sabbath (Mark   
 3:1-6). 
 
•  We left last week with these words from vs. 6, “The Pharisees went out and immediately held counsel 
with the Herodians against, him how to destroy him.” 
 
How did Jesus respond?  Verse 7 says, “Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea ...” 
 -  He practiced good old common sense.  He was a wise man. 
 -  Two different times in the book of Proverbs, Solomon issues the same warning: 
  “The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it.” 
  (Proverbs 22:3 & 27:12) 
 
•  They couldn’t deny His miracles, refute His teaching or explain away His power over the forces of Hell. 
 -  Their only option was to get rid of Him – to kill Him. 
  •  So they stormed out of the synagogue and headed for the Herodians. 
 
•  Jesus avoided any further confrontation at this point. Although more would be coming soon. 
 -  He diffused the situation by getting away with His disciples. 
 
But something unusual happened as they tried to get away. They looked up and saw ... 
(1) THE MULTITUDE HE CHERISHED (Mark 3:7-12) 
 -  The people followed Jesus ... by the thousands ... tens of thousands. 
 -  ESV: “A great crowd.”  NAS: “A great multitude.”  So much for the Pharisee–Herodian coalition. 
  
 (a) His popularity (vs. 7-8) 

•  People came “from Galilee and Judea and Jerusalem and Idumea and from beyond the 
Jordan and from around Tyre and Sidon.” 

 
•  We’re talking about a MASSIVE CROWD of people. 
 -  No one was ever as popular as Jesus.  In a matter of a few weeks, the whole world was clamoring 
 for His attention. 
 
•  It all began in Chapter 1, when Jesus was teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum and the people 
were “amazed and astonished at His teaching.” 
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Mark 1:28, “And at once His fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.” 
 
•  Five verses later, Mark says the whole city was gathered together at the door of Peter’s house trying 
to get in to Jesus. 
 -  The people brought all their sick and those who were demon possessed and Luke tells us Jesus 
 healed them all. 
 
•  So this crowd has grown exponentially over the past several weeks. 
 -  People have heard about what He’s been doing and want to see and experience it for themselves. 
 
 (a) His popularity 
 (b) His power (vs. 9-12) 
  •  His popularity was driven by His power.  The miracles attracted the multitudes. 
  
  1. Over disease 
   -  There’s no way to accurately estimate how many people Jesus healed. 
   -  Luke 4:40 says, “All those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought  
   them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them.” 
   
•  The word for diseases in vs. 10 is actually “afflictions” (a whip or a scourge). 
 -  In their religious system, anyone who was sick was under the judgment of God. 
  •  It was seen as a punishment. 
 
  2. Over demons 
   -  Unclean spirits, demons, fallen angels, agents of Satan, were everywhere. 
   -  They were indwelling people.  
 
•  We saw that in Mark 1:23, where the man with an unclean spirit was actually in the synagogue. 
 -  Yes, demons go to church. They can serve, teach, lead worship, greet at the doors and sometimes 
 even preach, write books, have radio and television programs. 
 
James 2:19, “You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe – and shudder!” 
 
Verse 11, “Whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, ‘You are the 
Son of God.’” 
 -  Unlike the Pharisees and the religious leaders, the demons had no problem recognizing Who 
 Jesus was. They fell on their faces and acknowledged His deity. 
 
•  Jesus wasn’t a blasphemer or a lawbreaker, He was God in human flesh and the demons knew it. 
 
Verse 12.  Jesus silenced the demons and told them not to say anything about Who He was. 
 -  He didn’t want people to be confused and somehow think the demons were His allies. 
 
•  Jesus has power over the natural world and the supernatural world. 
 -  The things we can see and the things we can’t see. 
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•  Jesus cherished these people but He was also careful. 
 -  Vs. 9. He told His disciples to have a boat ready so this massive crowd wouldn’t crush Him. 
  •  You can imagine tens of thousands of people all trying to touch Jesus. 
 
Chapter 4 begins with Jesus in a boat again, teaching where they could hear Him, but far enough out in 
the water where He’d be protected from harm. 
 
(1) THE MULTITUDE HE CHERISHED 
(2) THE MISSION HE CHAMPIONED (Mark 3:13-15) 
 -  After what had to be an exhausting day, ministering to the multitudes, probably once it became 
 dark and everyone left, Jesus went up on a mountain. 
  
 What was He doing? 
 (a) Praying (Luke 6:12) 
  •  “He went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God.” 
  •  When morning arrived, He’d be choosing a dozen men to whom He would eventually entrust 
  the greatest enterprise in the history of the universe. 
  •  He was seeking the mind and heart of God, being renewed and refreshed by spending time  
  alone with His Father.  (How often do you do that?) 
 
JESUS was a MAN on a MISSION.  Mark 2:21-22, “No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old 
garment. If he does, he patch tears away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. And no 
one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins – and the wine is 
destroyed, and so are the skins. But new wine is for fresh wineskins.” 
 
One commentator said: Jesus is saying, “The message I bring can’t be connected to Judaism. You can’t 
sew them together. It can’t be contained in Judaism. It is completely separate.” And this poses the 
massive barrier. Jesus never offered Himself as some kind of reformer simply wanting to reform Judaism. 
He did not come as one who was saying, “You’ve got a lot of things that are wrong in your worship and 
I’m here to fix them.” He came to abolish Judaism. He came to abrogate it, to nullify it, to bring it to an 
absolute end. He is the inaugurator of a completely new religion, the New Covenant which would bring 
about the end of the Old...and I mean not just the end of apostate Judaism as it existed in first century 
Israel, but the end of Old Testament Judaism. He came to end Judaism as a religion. And since the 
arrival and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, Judaism is a dead religion...it is unacceptable to God. 
 With the coming of Messiah comes a new Covenant. With the coming of a New Covenant comes a 
new leadership. The Pharisees, the scribes, the Sadducees, the rabbis, priests, they were liars. They 
were false teachers, all of them. They misrepresented the Old Testament. They misinterpreted the Old 
Testament. They corrupted the people. They produced sons of hell. And they’re replaced.” 
 
 What was Jesus planning? A new nation and a new kingdom built on: 
 (b) Preaching (vs. 14) 
  •  His plan is clear in verse 14: 
  “And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and  
  he might send them out to preach.” 
   
PREACHING was “THE” PRIORITY. 
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Mark 1:38, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for that is why I came.” 
 -  Preaching would be the priority of this “new” kingdom – this “new” nation. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:21, “It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe” (KJV). 
 -  Preaching the gospel would be the priority of these “new” leaders (the apostles), who would form 
 the foundation for everything Jesus wanted to do. 
  •  Healing would be secondary. Although it would be important, it would be second. 
   -  Healing of bodies would be secondary to the saving of souls. 
   -  Keeping people out of hospitals isn’t nearly as important as keeping them out of Hell. 
  •  Casting out demons would be secondary.  (Mark 3:15) 
   -  Jesus would give them authority over demons, but that was never the priority. 
 
•  One time, when Jesus sent out the seventy-two to witness, they came back and said, “Lord, even the 
demons are subject to us in your name”(Luke 10:17). 
 -  Jesus answered them, “I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all 
 the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.  Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the 
 spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven” (Luke 10:19-20). 
 
•  Power over demons can’t compare with getting to go to Heaven. 
 -  Without question, there’s still a great deal of demonic activity in our world today. 
  •  Demons are real foes we have to face and fight. 
 -  However, that can’t become the priority of our lives.  The priority has to be preaching the gospel 
 of Jesus Christ. 
 
•  Satan would love nothing more than for us to chase demons instead of preaching Christ. 
 -  John Phillips said some people “see a demon under every bush and in every tree, haunting 
 church buildings and hiding in the baptistery.” 
  •  Preaching must come first. It was Jesus’ mission and must be ours as well. 
 
(1) THE MULTITUDE HE CHERISHED 
(2) THE MISSION HE CHAMPIONED 
(3) THE MEN HE CHOSE (Mark 3:16-19) 
 -  “He appointed the twelve.”  Why 12? 
  • Because they constituted the new spiritual leadership of God’s people. 
 -  This would’ve been an unmistakable message sent to the nation that the corrupt leadership they’d 
 been following had been rejected by God, judged and condemned. 
 -  God started with Jacob’s 12 sons and Israel was chosen to bring the Messiah into the world so all 
 the nations of the world could be blessed (Genesis 12:1-3). 
 
•  But now, the nation of Israel was spiritually corrupt and b to the point they were ready to reject the 
Messiah. 
 -  God had to establish a “new” nation, a holy nation (1 Peter 2:9-10) and the 12 apostles would be 
 the foundation of this “new” nation. 
 
Matthew 21:43, at the end of His earthly ministry, Jesus told the chief priests and elders of the people, 
“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing 
its fruits.” 
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WHO JESUS CHOSE IS ABSOLUTELY REMARKABLE ... 
 John MacArthur: Jesus chose “the most unlikely group of twelve guys, none of whom comes out of 
the religious world. Not one was a rabbi. Not one was a scribe. Not one was a theologian. Not one was 
an academic, a priest, a Pharisee, a Sadducee, not one. Which is to demonstrate not only our Lord's 
scorn for the leadership in general, but is scorned for the whole process of what made a leader in their 
minds. And this is living proof that the Kingdom of Messiah had no relationship to Judaism, that the 
nation and its leaders had no connection to God. They thought they knew God. They thought they had 
the inside track on God. They thought they knew what God desired, what God wanted. They thought 
they were the protectors and purveyors of the will of God. Nothing could have been further from the 
truth. They were of their father, Satan. They were the ones who were of the devil.”  
 
•  The list of the twelve apostles is recorded FOUR TIMES in Scripture: 
 Matthew 10:2-4; Mark 3:16-19; Luke 6:14-16 and Acts 1:13. 
 
•  There’s a political zealot, a tax collector, a bunch of fishermen and farmers, since the area around 
Galilee was pretty much farming community. 
 -  With the exception of JUDAS, they all grew up in Galilee and in the same basic area of 
 Capernaum  and Bethsaida. 
  •  So, they knew each other growing up and several of them already worked together. 
 
•  None of these guys were qualified by human standards. 
 -  They weren’t the “cream of the crop” of anything. 
 -  They weren’t the most skilled, the most educated, or the most gifted. 
 -  They weren’t the most sophisticated, the most noble, the wisest or the best. 
  
•  The one thing they all had in common was this: they were ORDINARY. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:26-27, “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.” 
  
•  Later on, when the religious leaders couldn’t explain how these men were doing what they’re doing, 
Acts 4:13 says, “When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.” 
 
Two Observations: 
1. Our mission must be the same one Jesus had. 
 -  Our #1 PRIORITY has to be preaching the gospel to a lost and dying world. 
  •  We can’t get distracted by side issues that keep us from saving souls. 
 
•  Jesus was consumed with it.  It wasn’t something He did on the weekends – it was His life.   
 -  The Great Co-Mission is in Matthew 28:18-20.  (“Go into all the world and make disciples ...”) 
 
2. Jesus is still looking for ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things. 
 -  Can He use you?   


