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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #1                        Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE BEGINNING” 
(Text: Mark 1:1-8) 

 
There are THREE BEGINNINGS in Scripture: 
1.  John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 
 -  This beginning goes back to a beginning before all time.  There is no date. 
 -  Our finite minds cannot possibly comprehend a dateless beginning – but it’s there. 
 
ILL.  Like seeing an airplane in the air.  You have to assume there’s an airport somewhere. 
 -  We may not know where that airport is or when that plane took off. 
  •  But we know it had to take off from somewhere, sometime, someplace. 
 
•  So, when we look at the world around us and the universe above us, we know it took off from 
somewhere and that somewhere ... there is a God. 
  -  But we don’t know anything about that beginning.  God just steps out of eternity to meet us. 
   •  As far back as we can think, we have to realize ... God was there before that. 
 
•  Some have attempted to explain that beginning as a BIG BANG, billions of years ago, out in outer 
space somewhere. 
 -  Others have explained it as a cosmic accident of some kind that resulted in the world we live in. 
 -  Darwin attempted to explain it with his theory of evolution. 

•  Which is about the most bizarre, irrational and completely illogical explanation of the universe 
I’ve ever heard. 

 
•  Everything we have today evolved from a cosmic bubble in a pond somewhere and that bubble 
became a tadpole that became a frog that crawled out on the ground and became a lizard that morphed 
into a monkey and over time became a man.  Really??? 
 
Two questions for the evolutionist: 
 (1)  When did evolution stop?  (“Everything’s been evolving from chaos to complexity.”) 
 (2)  Why aren’t things still getting better? 

-  The second law of thermodynamics declares the universal principle of continuous decay seen in 
nature. 
 •  In other words, things don’t keep getting better and better.  They get worse. 

 
ILL.  If you have an old Volkswagen beetle and you leave it out in a field behind your barn, you’re not 
going to walk out there one day and discover it turned into a brand new Cadillac Escalade. 
 -  No.  What you’ll find is your VW Beetle.  The paint has faded, the metal rusted, the tires deflated, 
the leather seats split apart, the lining sagged and the whole car became a piece of junk. 
 
ILL.  If you don’t brush your teeth ... things don’t get better and better.  (They get worse.) 
 
Dr. Adrian Rogers:  “The atheist can’t find God for the same reason a thief can’t find a policeman.  He 
doesn’t want to.” 
 •  People who want to cling to theories and fantastical speculations rather than believing in God do 
so because they choose not to believe in God.  Not because the evidence supports their unbelief. 
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There’s a better explanation – a more rational, logical explanation for all that: 
2.  Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  
 -  This is where we move out of eternity into time. 
 -  Again, with our finite minds, it’s impossible to pinpoint the exact date in time. 
  •  Some say 6,000 years ago, others billions of years ago. 
 
Two statements for atheists and agnostics: 
(1)  God can do anything He chooses to do.  He’s God. 

-  Just like a model railroad enthusiast who has his own train set up in his garage.  He can put the 
trains where he wants and the track where he wants.  He can add trees and houses and even little 
people and animals. 
-  Why?  Because those are his trains in his garage and he can do whatever he wants to do. 

 
Why is it so hard for people to believe God could do that? 
 -  After all, it’s His world and His people and His animals and His creation. 
  •  “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 
 
(2) If God can create a baby giraffe that’s already 6 ft. tall at birth, God can create a man 6 ft. tall 

(Adam) and can also create a world fully grown as well. 
 
There’s a THIRD beginning: 
3.  Mark 1:1, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
 -  This is the same thing John spoke about in 1 John 1:1, “That which was from the beginning, which 

we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with 
our hands, concerning the word of life ...” 

 -  This gospel, just like the creation of our world, has a beginning. 
 
•  It goes back to Jesus Christ, at the precise moment He took on human flesh and became a man. 
 -  JESUS CHRIST IS the gospel!  He IS the GOOD NEWS!! 
 
I want you to notice a couple of things quickly this morning: 
(1)  THE PURPOSE OF THIS GOSPEL (Mark 1:1) 
 -  Dr. Paul Rees: “The gospel is neither a discussion nor a debate.  It is an announcement!” 
 -  That’s exactly what Mark does here.  He wastes no time making the announcement.  
  •  It’s the opening sentence of the book. 
 
•  Jesus never wrote a book.  But the Holy Spirit selected four men to write about His life, work, death, 
burial and resurrection. 
 -  They are MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE and JOHN. 
 
2 Peter 1:20-21, “Knowing first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own 
interpretation.  For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “Matthew, Mark, Luke and John wrote their histories independently of each other at 
different times and in different places, the four are in perfect harmony because the divine author, the 
Holy Spirit, superintended each writer.” 
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“But here you have in these four gospels, as they are called, historical accounts that are perfectly 
compatible; the story of the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God as Mark puts it, from 
four perspectives.” 
 
 (a) Matthew – wrote primarily for the Jews. 
  •  He presents JESUS as the MESSIAH of the Jewish people. 

•  So he begins with genealogy.  It would be imperative for the Jewish people to know Jesus 
was the rightful heir to David’s throne. 

 (b) Mark – wrote primarily for the Romans. 
  •  He presents JESUS as the SUFFERING SERVANT. 
  •  A servant needs references, not a birth certificate. 
   -  It’s not a question as to His ancestors, rather it’s His actions – can he do the job? 
  •  So Mark begins with the baptism of Jesus and the beginning of His service here on earth. 
 
 (c) Luke – wrote primarily for the Greeks. 
  •  He presents JESUS as the SON OF MAN and emphasizes His humanity. 

•  He begins with the birth of John the Baptist and proceeds to show how Jesus was related to 
John and how He’s one of us. 

 
 (d) John – wrote for the whole world. 
  •  He presents JESUS as the SON OF GOD. 

•  He begins in eternity and pictures Jesus Christ as the eternal God, the One Who came into 
time, wrapped Himself in human flesh and dwelt among us. 

 
•  Mark’s PURPOSE is clear:  to show us the good news of Jesus. 
 -  He focuses not so much on what Jesus said but rather what Jesus did. 

-  This is a gospel of ACTION.  In fact, you’ll notice the word “IMMEDIATELY” is used over 40 
different times. 
 •  Someone has counted the word “and” being used in Mark’s gospel over 1300 times. 

 
•  Mark is brief, blunt, pertinent, pithy, short, sweet and to the point. 
 -  His perspective is to show us how JESUS served. 

•  Our Lord came for two purposes: to SERVE and to GIVE HIMSELF on the cross as a sacrifice 
for sins. 

  •  There are some wonderful words of JESUS in Mark’s account. 
   -  But Mark’s emphasis is primarily on the WORKS of JESUS. 
 
Verse 1, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
 
 -  Notice the names he uses here: 
  1.  JESUS – that tells us about His PERSON. 
  2.  CHRIST – that tells us about His POSITION (Messiah). 
  3.  The SON of GOD – that tells us about His POWER. 
 
THE KEY VERSE is Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 
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(1) THE PURPOSE OF THIS GOSPEL (Mark 1:1) 
(2) THE PROPHET OF THIS GOSPEL (Mark 1:2-8) 
 -  Mark’s gospel begins with John the Baptist. 
 -  He introduces John, the prophet, with two prophetic Scriptures: 
  Malachi 3:1, “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.” 

Isaiah 40:3, “A voice cries: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God.’” 

 
•  MALACHI predicted that before Jesus came there would be an introducer, a forerunner, a messenger, 
one who would prepare the way. 

-  In ancient times, before a king visited any part of this realm, a messenger was sent before him to 
prepare the way.  This included both repairing the roads and preparing the people. 

 
•  ISAIAH talked about the fact this prophet would cry out in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the 
Lord.” 

-  When John the Baptist called the nation to repentance he was preparing the way for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Before we talk about the MAN, notice: 
(a)  The MESSAGE (vs. 4) 
 •  The message John the Baptist preached was a message of REPENTANCE. 
  -  That’s not what you’ll hear from many preachers today. 

 
INSTEAD ... they preach and teach a hybrid gospel of self-help, feel good motivational speeches that 
promise everything from new jobs to never getting sick to financial prosperity so you can get that new 
car and that big home you’ve always dreamed of. 
 
•  “God’s best is coming your way!  Don’t give up.  Keep believing.  God’s favor has your name on it.  The 
check is in the mail.  Your ship is coming in.” 
 -  They have an endless array of Christian clichés and can-do affirmations for you. 
  •  It’s a spoonful of Scripture with some Tony Robbins and Oprah mixed in. 
 
•  It’s all about God serving you.  God blessing you.  God showering you with His favor.  
 -  And their churches are packed with people service after service. 
 
WHY?  Because those people are craving a carnal counterfeit that caters to the most selfish, self-serving, 
fleshy appetites of fallen man. 
 -  It’s the same principle that sells magazines:  tell people what they want to hear. 
  •  “Eat whatever you want and still lose weight.” 
  •  “You can get rich without changing a single thing in your life.” 
  •  “You can have the most romantic marriage in the world tonight by doing these two things.” 
 
•  Tell people what they want and they’ll always want you to tell them “what’s next.” 
 
2 Timothy 4:3-4, “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching 
ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” 
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•  People want preachers today who will pacify and satisfy their passions. 
 -  John the Baptist didn’t do that. 
 -  He didn’t tell people what they WANTED to hear.  He told them what they NEEDED to hear. 
 
Mark 6:14-20.  John the Baptist called out the King – KING HEROD for his illegal marriage to Herodias.  
(She was the wife of his half brother, Phillip.) 
 
•  The marriage was not only illegal but incestuous because Herodias was the daughter of Aristobulus, 
another half-brother of Herod, making her Herod’s niece. 
 -  Apparently, John the Baptist had repeatedly told the king his actions were wrong. 
 
What a contrast to so many of today’s preachers and pastors. 
 -  “Well, that’s not really what I focus on.  I just want to love people and tell them about Jesus.” 
 -  “I think preachers ought to stay out of politics and the church should stay out of government.” 
 
That’s our problem!  We’ve kept our mouths shut and have removed ourselves from having any kind of 
influence or impact upon our culture. 
 
WE SURE COULD USE SOME PEOPLE LIKE JOHN THE BAPTIST RIGHT NOW ... WITH A MESSAGE 
OF REPENCTANCE! 
 
•  You don’t have to be Daniel to see the handwriting on the wall here in America: 
 
For those who call themselves “Christians,” especially pastors, who were silent on the issue of “same-sex 
marriage” or worse yet, enthusiastically promoted it under the guise of grace, tolerance or “something 
Jesus would do ...” (that’s a popular one). 
 
HERE’S WHAT’S COMING NEXT:  (Show picture of Time Magazine cover.) 
 
“We don’t want churches meeting in public schools or on city owned property.” (That one is already 
happening.) 
 
“We don’t want ‘In God We Trust’ on our money.  That’s intolerant of people’s views that don’t believe in 
God and is a blatant endorsement of one religion over all the others.”  (That one is in process now.) 
 
“We don’t want tax advantages for charitable contributions.  Everyone should pay their fair share and 
churches should pay property taxes like all other businesses.”  (In process now.) 
 
“We don’t want school teachers, professors, preachers or teachers in a church, synagogue or any public 
venue saying anything negative about gay rights, homosexuals, lesbians, their beliefs or practices, as 
that constitutes ‘hate speech.’  Any occurrence should be punishable by law.”  (That’s already happening 
in other countries like Canada and is in process her in the U.S.) 
 
So what can we do? 
 -  Our world needs the gospel – the GOOD NEWS of JESUS CHRIST. 
 -  Our world needs more people like John the Baptist who will prepare the way for the Lord. 
  Warning:  John the Baptist was beheaded for what he believed and how he lived. 


