
MUSICAL CHAIRS
Have kids place their chairs in a circle and then take 1 of the 

chairs out (so that there is 1 less chair than students). pull up 

Christian music on your phone and play it for the kids. While 

the music is playing kids will walk around the chairs. When the 

music stops kids have to find a chair. 

Whoever does not have a chair at the end of each round is out. 

After each round remove one chair, making the circle smaller. 

Make sure to explain to students if they push or kick people out 

of the way they are automatically out. Make sure you stand firm 

on this rule.

I’M AFRAID
Share about a time when you knew something was coming and 

you were not looking forward to it at all! (shots, spanking, big 

test, etc.) Share what it was and how it made you feel. Allow 

kids to share as well.

Getting shots, taking our STARR test and going to the dentist 

can be no fun at all! But they are things we have to get done. In 

the TRUE story we learned today, Jesus went through a similar 

experience.  

JESUS IN THE GARDEN
Have a few of the kids retell the TRUE story they learned in 

Large Group today. 

1.) How many of you had heard this story before? 

2.) How did it make you feel to hear of Jesus being so sad, and 

scared?

3.) What “cup” was Jesus asking to possibly be “passed from 

Him”?

NOT MY WILL BUT YOURS
Have someone read Matthew 29:39 and 42.

What two statements do these two verses have in common? (1. 

let this cup pass from me; 2. your will be done.) 

When Jesus was saying this to God, He was asking Him if there 

was another way for all the sins of the world to be forgiven. 

Jesus knew the pain, hurt, and sorrow He was about to go 

through and it made Him feel sad and scared. 

But Jesus didn’t just stop with asking God if there was another 

way. He finishes off His question by making a very important 

statement, “Your will be done.” What do you think this means 

when Jesus says this?

When Jesus says “Your will be done” He’s meaning just that. 

He’s talking to God and letting Him know He is sad and very 

nervous to die on the cross, and He wants to make sure there’s 

no other possible way. But not only is He talking to God about 

all of this, He makes sure and says if there’s not another way 

then it’s okay. I want to do it your way God. 

Jesus did not have to die. Jesus did not deserve to die. He had 

never done anything wrong. But He knew that the only way we 

could be saved from our sins and saved from the punishment 

we deserve was by Him dying in our place. So instead of 

focusing on Himself and backing out at the last minute, He 

chose to do it God’s way.

ALL ABOUT ME
We live in a world that’s all about putting ourselves first. We say 

I want to win the game. I want to choose the movie. I want to do 

things MY way. But God wants us to think and act differently. He 

wants us to put others first. Like our Memory verse says. “Do 

nothing from selfish ambition [or conceit, but in humility count 

others more significant than yourselves.” Philippians 2:3

Share about a time you were tempted to hold on to what you 

wanted. Tell kids how you choose to put others first instead. 

Allow kids to share as well.

This week I want to challenge each of us to find ways we can 

put others first by letting go of what you want. To help us for 

sure do this at least once this week (we should do it more than 

once though) we are all going to go around and say one thing 

we can put others first in. 

[You may need to give some kids help in their ideas but this is 

a time for them to make the commitment this week to actually 

do what they are saying. Let kids know next week you will ask 

everyone how they did with their promise.]

PRAYER 
Ask for prayer request & invite students (as well as 
yourself) to pray for God to help you put others first by 
letting go of what you want. 

COMMUNION
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If you’ve ever asked Jesus to be your Savior, to save you 
from your sins, then in just a minute we are going to take 
communion. Communion is a way we worship Jesus and 
thank Him for dying on the cross for our sins. The cracker 
we eat represents His body that was hurt for us and the 
grape juice represents His blood that He bled for us. If you 
have asked Jesus to save you from your sins, then you 
can take communion. If you have never done this before 
or are not ready to take it, then that’s okay! If you have any 
questions or want to know what it means to be a Christian, 
now is a perfect time to ask :) 

Take communion.

(If a student asks a question you don’t know the answer to, 
that’s okay! Let them know you are not sure but you will find 
out. If a student wants to make a decision, make sure you fill 
out a decision card (they are in the Gym/City Hall.) If you are 
uncomfortable doing this come see Pam, Allie or one of the 
coordinators to help.)

MEMORY VERSE
Have students open their Bibles and read our MVOTW out 
loud. Then, practice doing the motions.

“Do nothing [stomp and make an X with your arms] from 
selfish ambition [make a frown face and point with your 
right hand towards yourself] or conceit, [leaving your right 
hand up, point with your left hand towards yourself] but 
in humility [place hands together and bow] count others 
[point around the group] more significant [push hand up 
towards the ceiling palms facing up] than yourselves.” 
[point towards yourself] Philippians 2:3 [do #’s w/ fingers]

BIBLE DRILL
Ask kids to bring their own Bibles to Connect Group each 
week because you’ll be using them. (If they don’t have one, 
have them talk to their parents about going to pick one out 
this week.)

Time kids to see how fast they can put the Books of the 
Bible card in order. Challenge kids to beat their previous 
times each week. (Put these back up in the leader resource 
room when you are done. You will continue to use them)

BIBLE STORY
Follow the Game Plan (Jesus Praying in the Garden) • 
Matthew 26:36-46 (Supporting: Luke 22:39-46)

BOTTOM LINE
I can put others first by letting go of what I want.

PRETEEN CAMP 
Preteen camp is for ALL incoming 4th-6th graders. 
Throughout the week students will make new friends, go 
swimming, engage in amazing worship and teaching, go 
zip lining, stay up late, and play tons of fun games! We want 
everyone to be apart of this amazing week of camp!


