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“The JEHOVAH Names of God” Series, Message #8                                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“JEHOVAH–M’KADDESH: The Lord Our Sanctifier” 
 (Text: Leviticus 20:7-8)  

 
ILL. Several years ago, I attended a pastor’s conference where the speaker told of the remarkable 
conversion of 5 Las Vegas strippers who had come to faith in Christ and were baptized in a fountain 
somewhere on the strip. 
 He went on to tell, with great emotion, how excited he was that those 5 strippers were now going 
back to their respective shows, different because they knew Jesus. 
 
•  A pastor sitting next to me said, “Did he just say they were going back to their old jobs? 
 -  I said, “Yes.” 
 -  My friend said, “So now they’re Christian strippers?” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come.” 
 
•  If you’ve genuinely been saved, you can’t go back to your old way of life. 
 -  The Bible says it’s dead, gone, passed away and the NEW HAS COME. 
   
•  The temptations aren’t gone and won’t be as long as you live in the flesh and in this world. 
 -  But you’ve walked away from them and now, because you’re a Christian, you walk by the Spirit.
 (Galatians 5:16-25) 
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
 
•  A lot of people who call themselves Christians today have basically baptized their bad habits. 
 -  In other words, they confessed Christ, got baptized, joined a church, but nothing changed. 
 
I don’t know what you call that. But don’t call it Christianity. 
 
•  Last week we talked about JEHOVAH–TSIDKENU: The Lord Our Righteousness. 
 -  The Lord our Standard. The Righteous One. The Straight One.  
  •  If you want to KNOW what’s RIGHT – look to the Lord. 
  •  If you want to DO what’s RIGHT – look to the Lord. 
 
This morning, we’re going to look at JEHOVAH–M’KADDESH: The Lord Our Sanctifier. 
 -  Literally, the Lord Who SANCTIFIES us. Or the Lord Who makes us HOLY. 
 
READ: Leviticus 20:1-8, 22-26 
 
•  God didn’t deliver the Israelites from bondage in Egypt just so they could be in bondage in Canaan. 
 
Tony Evans: “God knew that the Israelites were headed into a land of plenty – and a land of temptation. 
In that land would be the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Jebusites, and many more. These people 
wouldn’t be living according to God’s standards. They wouldn’t be making their decisions according to 
God’s standards. They wouldn’t be making their decisions according to His kingdom worldview. 
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 God knew that when His people reached their destiny, they would be surrounded by people who 
thought differently, looked different, walked differently, talked differently, believed differently, and lived 
according to another agenda. God didn’t want their standards to become His people’s standards once 
they arrived in His Promised Land.” 
 
Notice, first of all ... 
(1) THE COMMAND TO BE HOLY  (Leviticus 20:7) 
 -  God told the Israelites, “Consecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for I am the Lord your 
 God.” 
 -  “Because you are My people and you belong to Me and represent Me on the earth, BE HOLY!” 
 -  “That’s a great verse, Pastor, but that’s in the Old Testament and that was for Israel.” 
 
1 Peter 1:16, “As it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.” (Quote from Leviticus 11:44) 
 -  That’s a New Testament scripture for New Testament Christians. That’s US! 
 
•  It wasn’t just the saints of old who were commanded to be holy. 
 -  Every child of God from every country, culture and century since the beginning of time has been 
 and will be commanded to be holy. 
 
ILL. A little girl was on her way home from church with her mom when she turned to her mother and said, 
“Mommy, the preacher’s sermon this morning confused me.” 
 “Oh? Why is that?” she asked. 
 The little girl responded, “Well the preacher said that God is bigger than we are. Is that true?” 
 “Yes, He is,” her mom replied. 
 “And he also said that God lives in us. Is that also true, Mommy?” 
 Again, her mother answered yes. 
 “Well,” said the little girl, “if God is bigger than us and He lives in us shouldn’t He show through?” 
 
•  That’s exactly what God wants to do – show Himself or reveal Himself to the world through us. 
 
One commentator said: “This is one reason God delivered the Israelites from bondage in Egypt, and it’s 
one reason why He delivers us from the bondage of sin today through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ – to 
sanctify us so that in our intimacy with Him, He can ‘show through’ us to others.” 
 
The problem is: we can’t be holy on our own. 
 -  That’s why we need JEHOVAH–M’KADDESH: The Lord Our Sanctifier. 
 
Leviticus 20:7-8 tells us God is the One Who makes us holy. “I am the Lord Who sanctifies you.” 
 - The word for SANCTIFY is used, in its various forms, over 700 times in Scripture. 
  •  Our God is a HOLY God, Who alone is able to make us HOLY. 
 
2 Peter 1:3-4.  “He has given us everything we need for life and godliness and has made it possible for 
us to participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.”  
 
Not only is there the COMMAND to be holy, but there’s also ... 
(2) THE CALL TO BE HOLY  (1 Peter 1:15) 
 - “But as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct.” 
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READ: Romans 12:1-2.  
 
•  We are called to be holy, to present our bodies as living sacrifices, HOLY and acceptable to God. 
 -  Do you think the call to be HOLY is for just one hour a week, one day a week? 
 -  Do you think the call to be HOLY doesn’t apply to Friday and Saturday nights, or out of town  
 trips, or vacations, or when you’re at work or out with friends? 
 
•  What time, what place and what people are exempt from the call to be HOLY? 
 -  Peter said, “But as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct.” 
  •  At all times, in all places and in all things, we are called to be HOLY. 
 
Think about this ... A HOLY GOD WITHIN US WANTS TO REVEAL HIMSELF TO THE WORLD AROUND 
US. 
 -  But He can’t if we look like them, act like them, live like them, and do the things they do. 
 
What’s your testimony to the world? “I’m one of you. I belong with you. I’m just like you.” 
   
•  What if JESUS walked up as you were saying that? 
 -  Would you turn to Him and say, “I belong with you. I’m just like you.” 
   
1 Peter 4:3-5, “For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do – living in 
debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. They think it strange that you 
do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on you. But they will 
have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.” 
 
READ: 1 Peter 2:9-12 
 
The CALL to be HOLY is a serious deal. If we don’t live holy lives, it proves we don’t know God. 
  
“But Pastor, living a holy life is hard.” Not if you know JEHOVAH–M’KADDESH: The Lord Who 
SANCTIFIES You. 
 
HOLINESS is a UNIVERSAL theme that runs throughout Scripture and affects everything we do as 
Christians. 
 
•  Our Bible is called the HOLY Bible. 
 -  God tells us He is a HOLY God (Leviticus 20:26) 
•  Moses stood on HOLY ground (Exodus 3:5) 
 -  The Sabbath was called HOLY and was to be kept HOLY (Exodus 16:23; 20:8) 
•  God gave instructions for the Tabernacle and it would contain a HOLY Place and the HOLY of 
 HOLIES where God would dwell (Exodus 25-31) 
•  The prophets were called HOLY (Revelation 22:6) 
 •  The Apostles are called HOLY (Ephesians 3:5) 
•  The Angels are called HOLY (Luke 9:26) 
 -  Jesus was called “the HOLY Child” (Acts 4:27) 
•  Jesus promised the coming of the HOLY Spirit (John 14:26) 
 -  Our faith is called a “most HOLY faith’ (Jude 20) 
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•  The Bible is referred to as the HOLY Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:15) 
 -  Believers are called to a HOLY priesthood (1 Peter 2:5) 
•  The church is called a HOLY temple (Ephesians 2:21) 
 -  Paul said we are to lift HOLY hands in prayer (1 Timothy 2:8) 
•  The Bible speaks prophetically of the New Jerusalem as a HOLY city (Revelation 21:2) 
 -  We sing songs like HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY 
 
•  So all we have, all we say, and all we sing proclaims the HOLINESS of God. 
 
HERE’S THE QUESTION: 
•  Are the people inside the HOLY church, reading the HOLY Bible, talking about the HOLY God, 
professing to be full of the HOLY Spirit … ARE THEY HOLY? 
 
•  It’s one thing to HEAR the Word. But quite another to DO the Word. 
 -  It’s easy to hear it.  But it’s not EASY to DO IT! 
 
The question is this: Is anyone interested in HOLINESS? 
 -  Certainly, outside the church, people aren’t interested in HOLINESS. 
 
•  Our world is hell-bent on trying everything once, twice if they can get away with it. 
 -  Amassing all the money they can get, living life on the edge. 
 
•  Partying as if there’s no tomorrow and satisfying every urge to splurge and catering to every craving 
no matter the consequences or the cost. 

 
•  They believe they can live for the moment, ignore eternity, and somehow pull it all off without pain, 
punishment or the need for an apology. 

 
THE COMMAND, THE CALL ... 
(3) THE CHOICE TO BE HOLY (1 John 3:2) 
 -  “Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know 
 that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.” 
 -  You want to be holy? Be like Jesus. Whatever He does, we need to do. 

 
•  If we truly want to be HOLY, we need to pattern our lives after JESUS. 

-  Imitate Him. (In thoughts, speech, and actions.) 
 

The fact is, everything we learned we learned by imitation. 
-  We learned to talk by imitation.  (ILL.  Parents talking to their babies.) 
-  We learned to play by imitation.  (ILL.  Playing house, doctor, church.) 
-  We learn sports by imitation. The idea is to watch someone else. Then try to do it ourselves. 

 
•  We learn to DRESS by imitation. 

-  Let some hair-brained designer in New York or L.A. say, “This is the style for this winter,” and the 
stampede is on to get the right clothes so we’ll fit in. 
 •  People will trash a whole wardrobe because no one else is wearing it anymore. 
-  “We want to look right.” (No, we want to look like everyone else.) 
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There’s an interesting Phenomenon in America: 
•  We wear Calvin Klein designer jeans, Liz Claiborne blouses, carry Gucci bags, wear a Tommy Hilfiger 
jacket and wonder why we have an identity crisis. 
 
ILL.  Boy came home from college in the latest designer outfit.  Looked like a cross between a WW1 
fighter pilot and a Hare Krishna. His father came out on the porch. Saw him and said, “Son, you’re 
looking more like a fool every day.” 
 -  A neighbor came by, spoke to the son, “You’re looking more like your father every day.” 
 
WE LEARN BY IMITATION. Parents, what are your kids learning? 
 
1 Peter 1:16.  “You shall be holy, because I am holy.” 
 -  If you want to be holy, imitate Jesus.  He is the example.  He is the standard. 
  •  Don’t conform to the world.  Conform to Jesus (Romans 12:1-2). 
  •  Don’t love the world.  Love Jesus (1 John 2:15-17). 
 
•  Did Jesus pray?  YES. What should you do? 
•  Did Jesus tithe? YES. Being a Jew, He gave between 22-33% of His income to God. 
 
•  Some say, “Why didn’t Jesus say more about tithing?” 
 -  Because tithing was such a commonly accepted practice among Jews, He didn’t have to. 
 -  He rebuked the Pharisees for being proud of the fact they even tithed the smallest spices. 
 (Matthew 23:23) 
 
Malachi 3:8-10.  God says the man who doesn’t tithe is a thief and a robber. 
 -  If you’re not a tither, God’s got your picture on His bulletin board with a MOST WANTED sign. 
 
•  Did Jesus go to church every week? YES. (Jesus remembered the Sabbath and kept it Holy.) 
 -  The O.T. Jews worshipped on the Sabbath (the last day of the week). 
 -  On Saturday, if you wanted to find Jesus, you had to go to the temple. Without fail, He was there. 
 -  On Sunday, if someone wants to find you, where do they go? 
 
Are you interested in being HOLY? You better be. “Without holiness no one will see the Lord.” 
 
•  If you’re not interested in PRAYER … if you’re not interested in GOD’S WORD … if you’re not interested 
in WORSHIPPING GOD in His house on the Lord’s Day … 
 
•  If you’re not interested in giving to God at least a TITHE of your weekly income … if you’re not 
interested in giving more than lip service to the Lord … THAT’S NOT HOLINESS. 
 
•  We need to stop making excuses for people who are unholy. 
 -  They don’t need our rationalizations. They need to REPENT. 
 
•  We need to be HOLY because God is holy.  
 He is JEHOVAH–M’KADDESH: The Lord Our Sanctifier. 
 
We’re COMMANDED to do it. We’re CALLED to do it. We just need to CHOOSE to do it. 


