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“The JEHOVAH Names of God” Series, Message #7                                             Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“JEHOVAH–TSIDKENU: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” 
 (Text: Jeremiah 23:1-6)  

 
ILL. Tony Evans tells the story about a time when his father had been sick for several weeks. Tony went 
to see him in Baltimore and asked if he had gone to the doctor. His dad said he’d gone. So Tony asked 
what the doctor had told him. His dad gave him a detailed overview of what the doctor had diagnosed 
and instructed him to do. 
 “So is that what you’re doing?” Tony asked. 
 “No,” he said. 
 “So what are you doing?” Tony asked, perplexed. 
 “I’m changing doctors.”  
 
Lots of people do that with doctors.  
 -  They don’t hear what they want to hear. So they go find someone else. 
 
Lots of people do that with churches, too! 
 
 -  Do you have any idea how many people have quit going to a church because they didn’t hear 
 what they wanted to hear? 
  •  “I’ll just find another church.” 
 
Paul told Timothy: “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths” (2 Timothy 4:3-4). 
 
•  The ISRAELITES did that with God. 
 -  They turned their back on the one true God and started following foreign gods. 
 
Jeremiah 23:13-14, “In the prophets of Samaria I saw an unsavory thing: they prophesied by Baal and led 
my people Israel astray. But in the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen a horrible thing: they commit 
adultery and walk in lies; they strengthen the hands of evildoers, so that no one turns from his evil; all of 
them have become like Sodom to me, and its inhabitants like Gomorrah.”  
 
One commentator said: “One of the reasons Jeremiah is so depressing is that it chronicles a time when 
JUDAH (the southern kingdom) was wandering from God and experiencing a decline. ISRAEL (the 
northern kingdom) had long since departed from God and been deported by the king of Assyria. Now 
the remainder of God’s people were about to go under the judgment of the king of Babylon because 
they too, had chosen to turn from God.” 
 
 Nothing good ever happens when you turn away from God. Nothing! 
 
We get an idea of how serious the situation was in our text today: 
 READ: JEREMIAH 23:1-6 
 
•  God declared that the spiritual leaders of His people were failing miserably at what He had called them 
to do.  (Verse 2d, “Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds.”) 
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Verse 4. “I will raise up new leaders (new shepherds) who will lead my people according to My plan. 
 
A better day is coming! Verses 5-6. 
 -  “I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall 
 execute justice and righteousness in the land.” 
  •  This is a reference to the coming of the Messiah: JESUS! 
 
Verse 6. “In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he 
will be called: JEHOVAH–TSIDKENU: The Lord is our righteousness.” 
 
•  The word TSIDEK means “to BE STIFF or STRAIGHT.” 
 -  Essentially, it means “to BE RIGHT.” 
 
Literally, the Lord is our STANDARD. 
 -  If you want to KNOW what’s RIGHT – look to the Lord. 
 -  If you want to DO what’s RIGHT – look to the Lord. 
 
(1) THERE HAVE TO BE STANDARDS. 
 -  Every one wants standards. 
 -  You can’t have a civilization without people acting civilized. 
  •  If people are to act civilized, you have to have standards that dictate what that looks like. 
  
 -  That’s why we have stoplights and speed limits, laws and law officers to make sure people abide 
 by the laws. 
 
HERE’S THE PROBLEM:  We want standards but we want them to be “OUR” standards. 
 
For example: 
 -  We want stoplights to regulate traffic. But we want the light to be green when we get there. 
 -  We want speed limits and police officers to control reckless drivers.  
  •  But we don’t want any cops on the highway when we’re speeding. 
 
That’s the problem in our world today. 
 -  Our world doesn’t really want standards. We want people to be free to be themselves. 
 -  “Let me be me.” “No judging.” “You have your truth and I’ll have mine.” 
  
Robin Roberts on GMA last week summed it up: “Whatever works for you!” 
 -  Really??? 
  •  What if stealing your car is whatever works for your neighbor? 
  •  What if draining your bank account and taking your retirement is whatever works for   
  someone? 
Bruce Jenner: “It’s about all of us accepting one another.” (Accept lunacy and idiocy? I don’t think so.) 
 
•  This isn’t some modern day social experiment. It’s already been tried before and didn’t work. 
 - Judges 21:25, “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own 
 eyes.” 
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•  We’ve turned away from God and turned our world into complete chaos. 
 -  We’ve forgotten JEHOVAH—TSIDKENU: The Lord Our Righteousness. 
 
•  God is the “entirely JUST One.” “The STRAIGHT One.” “The RIGHTEOUS One.” 
 -  Righteousness is straight and narrow. 
 
•  Everyone understands that measurements have to be exact. 
 -  A pound is 16 ounces. Never 15 ounces or 17. A foot is 12 inches. Never 11 inches or 13. 
 
ILL. The National Institute of Standards and Technology is in Gaithersburg, Maryland. It’s a federal 
agency, funded by your tax dollars, to make sure we’re all on the same page.  
 -  Here’s how they describe it: “The Office of Weights and Measures promotes uniformity in U.S. 
weights and measures laws, regulations, and standards to achieve equality between buyers and sellers 
in the marketplace.” 
 -  Why? So that 12 inches in Florida is the same as 12 inches in South Dakota or California. 
 -  So that a pound of hamburger in New Mexico is the same as in New Jersey. 
  •  Wherever you go in the U.S., you can count on it being the same because of the standard. 
 
There have to be standards. (That’s one thing our government gets right.) 
 
(2) GOD IS THE ONE WHO ESTABLISHES THE STANDARDS. 
 -  Proverbs 16:11, “Honest scales and balances are from the Lord; all the weights in the bag are of 
 his making.” (NIV/1984) 
 
 Proverbs 20:10, “Unequal weights and unequal measures are both alike an abomination to the 
 Lord.” 
 
 Romans 13:1, “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
 except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.” 
 
•  God’s measurements and standards are exact. He requires righteousness. 
 -  He is JEHOVAH—TSIDKENU: The Lord Our Righteousness. 
 
•  Because He’s righteous, that’s what He demands of His people. 
 -  Matthew 5:48, “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 
 -  1 Peter 1:15-16, “But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it 
 is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’” 
 
That’s what God was saying to the shepherds. 
 -  “You have scattered my flock and have driven them away.”  
  •  They didn’t just ignore God’s standards, they turned people completely away from them. 
 
•  Adam and Eve were created “righteously.” Exactly as they should be created. 
 -  They were created in the image of God – created, as they ought to be. 
   
•  The devil came along and sought to make them something else. 
 -  He began by questioning the standard Maker: “God didn’t really say that.” (Genesis 3) 
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•  Our goal in life ought to be – to be what we ought to be.    
 -  We ought to strive to be just exactly who God wants us to be. 
 
•  When Jesus was here on earth, He did everything God wanted Him to do. 
 John 17:4, “I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.” 
 John 4:34, “My food is to do the will of Him Who sent Me and to finish His work.” (NIV/1984) 
  
•  JESUS knew His Father was JEHOVAH—TSIDKENU: The Lord Our Righteousness. 
 -  And He knew His Father would expect righteousness from Him. 
 
•  Our task is not to conform to each other. Our assignment in life is to conform to the image of God. 
 -  God said, “Be holy, because I am holy.” 
 -  Hebrews 12:14, “Without holiness no one will see the Lord.” (NIV/1984) 
 -  1 John 3:10, “Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God.” 
 
Are you righteous? Are you as you OUGHT TO BE with God? 
 -  Righteousness is living by God’s standard – not man’s. 
 
THE BIBLE IS “THE STANDARD” of measurement for RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
•  Time, culture, distance, a change in public opinion or a ruling by a court somewhere, does not affect 
God’s standard of righteousness. 
 
ISAIAH 5:20, “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.” 
 
Proverbs 14:34, “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach (disgrace) to any people.” 
Proverbs 11:10, “When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices, and when the wicked perish 
there are shouts of gladness.” 
 
(3) JESUS DOESN’T RAISE THE STANDARD. HE IS THE STANDARD. 
 -  Read: Romans 14:17-18.  The Kingdom of God is not a matter of obeying a bunch of rules and 
 regulations in regard to what we eat and what we drink. 
 -  The Kingdom of God is RIGHTEOUSNESS, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
 -  The STANDARD in God’s Kingdom is RIGHTEOUSNESS. Life as it OUGHT TO BE. 
  •  And JESUS is the PATTERN. 
   -  Not Billy Graham, Mother Theresa, Oprah or your great grandmother. 
 
JESUS is the STANDARD. 
 
•  Why does the LGBT community hate the Bible? (Queen James Bible – 2012) 
•  Why do the secular humanists hate the Bible? 
•  Why does the A.C.L.U.,  (Anti-Christ Lawyers United) hate the Bible? 
•  Why does the liquor industry hate the Bible? Why does the tobacco industry hate the Bible? 
•  Why does the majority of the Hollywood crowd hate the Bible? 
 
•  I’ll tell you why . . . because, according to the Word of God, which is the standard of righteousness, 
what they are doing is wicked and wrong and what they have to say is garbage. 
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Why do so many people hate the Bible and the Gospel? 
 -  Because the Bible is a book of righteousness. The Gospel is a Gospel of righteousness. 
 -  It’s a gospel of “the way things ought to be” and they want to live the way they think “things  ought 

to be.” 
 
The Bible says: 
 “The soul who sins shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4). 
 “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end leads to death” (Proverbs 14:12). 
 “So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin”(James 4:17). 
  •  The ungodly and the wicked don’t like to hear that. 
   
•  They like to hear: “It doesn’t matter what you do. Whatever works for you is good enough for me. 
 
WRONG. You’re either saved or lost. You’re either with Jesus or you’re one heartbeat from Hell. 
 
John 3:18, “Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe in him is 
condemned already because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.” 
 -  In other words, if you don’t know Jesus, you’re a dead man looking for a grave to fall into. 
 
JESUS is the STANDARD! 
 -  Not your good works, good thoughts, good deeds, or even the fact you hang around some good  

people.  (It won’t even help you if you join a good church.) 
 
ILL.  You can push a wheelbarrow through the General Motors plant here in Arlington, but its not going 
to come out the other side a brand new, Cadillac Escalade. 
 -  Associating with holy things won’t get you into Heaven. 
  •  Lot’s wife went to hell holding the hand of an angel. 
 
•  Hanging out with holy people or holy things won’t cut it. 
 -  Paul said in Colossians 1:27, it’s “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 
 
RIGHT is not what I say it is or what you say it is. Right is what GOD’S WORD says it is. 
 
God is JEHOVAH—TSIDKENU: The Lord Our Righteousness. 
 -  And He, alone, sets the standard for righteousness. 
 
So what should we do? 
•  We’re not going to lower the standard so everyone can sit in comfort on Sundays & enjoy the services. 
 -  We’re going to hold up the Standard, the Name of JESUS CHRIST and His Word. 
 
•  The Bible says our citizenship is in Heaven.  We’re aliens and strangers here.  Heaven is our home. 
 -  While we’re here, our assignment is to live by this book – the standard of righteousness. 
 -  We’re to be like JEHOVAH—TSIDKENU: The Lord Our Righteousness. 
 
•  Ira Stanphill wrote a song: “It is no secret what God can do.” 
 -  But, it is a secret because most people don’t know God. 
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•  If you don’t know WHO GOD IS, you can’t possibly know WHAT HE CAN DO. 
 
JESUS promised a special blessing on the people who would be serious about JEHOVAH–TSIDKENU: 
The Lord our Righteousness. 
 
 “Blessed are those who HUNGER and THIRST for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied” 
 (Matthew 5:6) 
 
•  Friend, you’ll never be SATISFIED until you’re living RIGHT and doing RIGHT. 
 -  You’ll never be SATISFIED until you’re RIGHT with GOD. 
 
JEHOVAH–TSIDKENU: The Lord our Righteousness. 
 


