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“DANIEL,” Message #9                          Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“WHEN NIGHTMARES COME TRUE” 
(Text: Daniel 4:1-37) 

  
•  The 4th Chapter of Daniel is one of the most unique chapters in all the Bible. 
 -  It’s the testimony of a king – King Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
•  This isn’t written by Daniel about King Nebuchadnezzar. 
 -  This is written by King Nebuchadnezzar about himself and shared not only with Daniel but with  
 his entire kingdom. 
 
•  In fact, he shares this letter with the entire world!  
 
•  This is Nebuchadnezzar’s SECOND DREAM and his THIRD MIRACULOUS ENCOUNTER with God. 
 - Daniel gives no date for the dream.  But there clues as to when it took place. 
  1. His building operations seemed to have ceased (Daniel 4:30) 
  2. There was peace throughout the empire (Daniel 4:4) 
 -  Most scholars believe about 30 years had transpired between the events of Chap. 3 and Chap. 4. 
 -  Daniel would’ve been about 50 years old. 
 
Gleason Archer notes, “this is the only chapter in Scripture composed under the authority of a pagan.” 
 -  There are two doxologies.  One at the beginning, and one at the end. 
 -  The chapter is a first person account from Nebuchadnezzar. 
  •  Although, he changes to third person (vs. 19, 28-33). 
  •  Obviously, he wouldn’t have been a sane witness to his time of madness. 
 
There are four acts to this play: 
1. A king cowering on his bed. 
2. A king crowing on the roof. 
3. A king crawling on his knees. 
4. A king confessing on his throne. 
 
Notice, first of all ... The Introduction. 
 -  This letter was an official Babylonian state document, signed by the king, himself and addressed 
 to the entire world. 
 -  Dr. David Jeremiah said, “If King Nebuchadnezzar had lived in our day, his testimony would  have 
gone out on satellite and been featured in every newspaper.” 
 
Verse 1. “ King Nebuchadnezzar, to the peoples, nations and men of every language, who live in all the 
world:  May you prosper greatly!” 
 -  KJV, “Peace be multiplied unto you.” 
 
•  It almost sounds like an epistle from the Apostle Paul who liked to use the phrase, “Grace and peace 
to you,” (Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 
Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews 13 ends with grace and 
peace.) 
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•  Here’s a king who delighted in war, but now he’s proclaiming peace. 
 -  Something’s happened to him.  He’s had a change of heart. 
 
•  Some people have to learn lessons the hard way. 
 -  God had spoken to King Nebuchadnezzar in a dream (Daniel 2) telling him how his kingdom  
 and ultimately the world would end. 
  •  You’d think he would’ve been humbled by all that.  But he wasn’t. 
  •  In fact, after a few years, he built his own image and forced people to worship himself. 
 -  God spoke to King Nebuchadnezzar in a fire (Daniel 4) and you’d think seeing three men escape 
 a fiery furnace and then, seeing a 4th man in the fire, the Son of God, would’ve humbled him. 
   
But it didn’t.   God would have to speak to Nebuchadnezzar a third time before he finally gets the 
message.  (How many times does it take for you to get the message?) 
 
Verses 2-3.  Check out what King Nebuchadnezzar says here. 
  
•  He’d briefly acknowledged the God of Daniel in Daniel 2:46-48. 
•  He’d acknowledged the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in Daniel 3:28-29.  
 -  It’s obvious something has changed! 
 
Verse 2, “It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the Most High God 
has performed FOR ME!” 
 
•  It took a third helping for Nebuchadnezzar to get it. But he got it. 
 -  Verse 3. 
 
•  Remember, this was a Babylonian king, who’d been surrounded by and saturated with idols and 
idolatry all his life. 
 -  Idolatry was birthed in Babylon under Nimrod (Genesis 10:8-20) 
 -  There were all kinds of gods celebrated and worshipped in and around Babylon. 
  •  Nebuchadnezzar had his own 90-foot idol to worship. 
 
•  But here he wants the world to know about “the Most High God,” whose kingdom is an eternal 
kingdom;” and whose “dominion endures from generation to generation.” 
 
Like the hymn writer said: 
 “O worship the King, All glorious above, O gratefully sing, His power and His love; 
 Our Shield and Defender, The ancient of days, Pavillioned in Splendor, And girded with praise.” 
 
What an introduction!!  But watch what happens next. 
 
 (1) THE COWERING KING (Daniel 4:4-27) 
 First of all, we see ... 
 (a) A terrifying dream (vs. 4-5). 
  •  Notice how it all begins:  “I was minding my own business.  Things were going great.  When  
  all of a sudden I had a dream.” 
  •  This wasn’t the “I had a dream” dream like Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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•  This was a NIGHTMARE! 
 -  Vs. 5.  “I had a dream that made me afraid.  As I was lying in my bed, the images and visions that  
 passed through my mind terrified me.” 
  •  Suddenly, the king’s carefree life came crashing in around him. 
 
•  “But it was just a dream!” 
 -  No.  This was a nightmare. 
  •  Dreams don’t keep you awake all night. 
  •  The more Nebuchadnezzar thought about it, the worse it got. 
 
•  Some dreams are so good, you wake up and try to go back to sleep so you can continue the dream. 
 -  Ever have a dream like that? 
 
•  This wasn’t like that.  This was a nightmare! 
 -  And when Nebuchadnezzar woke up he couldn’t forget any of the details.  As we will see later.  
 
 A terrifying dream ... 
 (b) A troubling decision (vs. 6-7) 
  •  David Jeremiah said, “It has been said that no matter how often the wisdom of the world  
  fails, we run right back to the same quacks who have never had the answers.” 
  •  He repeats the mistake he made in Daniel 2:1-6. 
   -  The wise men of Babylon couldn’t interpret the dream for him. 
   -  So he ordered all of them to be killed.  Including Daniel and his three friends. 
    (Daniel 2:13). 
   
•  Not only was Nebuchadnezzar a hard-hearted king.  He was also a hard-headed king. 
 -  Like you and me. 
  •  Not the king part, but the hard-headed part.  We’ve got that down. 
 
Why do we have to keep reminding people to live for the Lord? 
 -  To do what’s right?  To have a quiet time.  To use our gifts.  To find a ministry.  To be at least a  
 faithful tither of everything God gives us.  To share our faith.  To get involved in a small group. 
  
•  Because we’re hard-headed and oftentimes, hard-hearted and we keep returning to our old ways 
even though we know they didn’t work for us the last time. 
 
•  Nebuchadnezzar makes a troubling decision.  He goes back to the same fools expecting to find fresh 
wisdom. 
  
Albert Einstein defined insanity as “doing the same thing over and over again expecting different 
results.” 
 -  But it wasn’t just Nebuchadnezzar’s decision that was insane.  Soon, he would be as well. 
  •  Bad decisions have a way of doing that. 
 
Verse 7.  This time Nebuchadnezzar told them the dream.  Last time he didn’t (Daniel 2:5-6). 
 -  Desperate times call for desperate measures. 
 -  It’s been years since the first dream, but he doesn’t want to waste time playing around. 
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 A terrifying dream, A troubling decision ... 
 (c) A trustworthy declaration (vs. 8-27) 
  •  King Nebuchadnezzar is going to find out not only what the dream is all about, but also what  
  his response should be. 
  •  Why Daniel didn’t come in with the other wise men is probably due to the fact that they all  
  worked for him. 
   -  He was the master of the magi.  The leading wise man.  The master magician 
   -  This would’ve been a position Daniel had held for some forty years. 
 
  1. An Illumination (vs. 8-18) 
  2. An Interpretation (vs. 19-26) 
  3. An Invitation (vs. 27) 
 
  1. An Illumination (vs. 8-18) 
   -  Vs. 8.  “Finally, Daniel came into my presence and I told him the dream.” 
   -  King Nebuchadnezzar recounts to Daniel what he saw in his nightmarish dream. 
   
•  Belteshazzar was the Babylonian name given to Daniel when he was a young captive years earlier. 
 - Vs. 8.  Nebuchadnezzar called Daniel by his Hebrew name and then by his Heathen name.  
 
Verses 8-9.  Nebuchadnezzar didn’t know any other way to describe Daniel other than to say he had 
“the spirit of the holy gods” and “no mystery was too difficult for him.” 
   -  Vs. 9.  So, Nebuchadnezzar begins to describe the dream in minute detail. 
  
Details of the dream: 
1. There was a giant tree that reached to the heavens and was seen all over the earth. 
2. This tree was abundant with fruit. 
3. Every living thing on earth benefitted from this tree. 
4. An Angelic Messenger comes from heaven and says to cut the tree down. 
5. The leaves were to be stripped and the fruit to be scattered. 
6. Everything that used to depend on the tree would flee. 
7. All that would be left is a stump. 
 
•  In the middle of the dream the tree goes from being an “it” to a him. 
 
8. Whoever this was would live outside among the animals and plants of the earth. 
 -  The only way to be “drenched with the dew of heaven” would be over a long period 
 of time. 
 -  That wouldn’t happen in one night.  (“Covered with dew,” maybe.  But not “drenched.”) 
9. The mind of this man would be changed into that of a beast. 
10. This would happen over a period of seven years. 
 
Footnote:  Apparently, Daniel really loved Nebuchadnezzar.  In spite of everything that had happened 
and everything he’d done. 
 -  How do we know that? 
 -  Verse 19, “My lord, if only the dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to your 
 adversaries!”  BUT IT DIDN’T! 
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  2. An Interpretation (vs. 19-26) 
  3. An Invitation (vs. 27) 
 
 
 
(2) THE CROWING KING 
(3) THE CRAWLING KING 
(4) THE CONFESSING KING 
 


