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“DANIEL,” Message #8                          Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“FAITH UNDER FIRE – Part 2” 
(Text: Daniel 3:1-30) 

  
•  King Nebuchadnezzar was full of pride.  We noticed it in the: 
(1) CONSTRUCTION (Daniel 3:1) 
 -  His pride is obvious in the massive image he builds. 
 -  Verse 1 says, “He built an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide.” 
 -  This enormous statue would’ve been the height of a nine-story building and nine feet wide. 
  •  If it were the image of a man it would’ve appeared monstrous and clearly disproportionate. 
  
Daniel 4:30, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and 
for the glory of my majesty?” 
 
Second, we notice the heathen pride of King Nebuchadnezzar in the: 
(2) CONVOCATION (Daniel 3:2-3) 
 -  Once the image is up and everything is ready to go, the king sends out a summons. 
 -  He convenes all the royalty, nobility, upper crust of society, and the cream of the crop from  
 the Babylonian kingdom. 
 
•  This wasn’t A REQUEST.  It was A REQUIREMENT! It was a legal summons (vs. 2). 
 
Verse 3 says, “They all came and stood before the image.” 
 
•  Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were there. 
 -  We don’t know where Daniel was. 
 
•  Some have suggest he’d retired. 
 -  That seems unlikely if he was taken captive as a 14-15 year old and it’s only 20 years later. 
  •  Would he retire at 34-35? Probably not. 
 
•  Others have suggested he could’ve been away on important business for the King 
 
Daniel 2:48-49 makes it clear the King had placed Daniel in the highest place of authority without 
making him king. 
 -  Daniel was in charge of the royal court, which would’ve included the King’s private quarters. 
 -  It makes sense that Daniel may have stayed behind in Babylon to watch over the king’s  
 things. 
  •  No doubt others would’ve been there as well. 
 
We also notice the pride of King Nebuchadnezzar in the: 
(3) CONSECRATION (Daniel 3:4-7) 
 -  Once everyone was in place, and scholars have estimated there could’ve been over 300,000  
 people gathered on the plain of Dura, the consecration ceremony begins. 
 -  Verse 4-6.  This was a life or death deal. 
  •  This was more than just a political assembly.  It was a religious service, complete with music  
  and a demand for total commitment on the part of all worshippers. 
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•  The word “worship” appears at least 11 times in Chapter 3. 
 
•  The people were forced to worship the image Nebuchadnezzar had built. 
  
 (a) The preparation for worship (vs. 5) 
  •  Nebuchadnezzar arranged for an orchestra to be there. 
  •  This was a weird collection of instruments ranging from a harp to bagpipes, and included  
  wind and stringed instruments as well. 
 
Note:  If Nebuchadnezzar had drawn up the plans for the image and designed the order of service, you 
think he decided which music to use or even wrote it himself? 
 
Verse 7.  As soon as the music started, all 300,000 people hit the dust, “they fell down and worshiped 
the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.” 
 -  That is, every one except 3 men. 
 
 (b) The penalty for not worshipping (vs. 6) 
  •  The herald made it clear that anyone who didn’t fall down and worship the beast would 
  immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace. 
 
•  Did I mention there was a FURNACE of fire there?   
 -  It’s mentioned 11 times: verses 6, 11, 15, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26. 
 
Mesopotamian smelting furnaces were used for smelting ore. 
 -  There would have been a large opening at the top to put fuel, wood, and charcoal in. 
 
•  But there was also a door at the bottom where the metal could be taken out. 
 -  The temperatures in these kilns could reach as high as 1000 degrees centigrade. 
  •  That’s 1800 degrees fahrenheit. 
 
•  That’s why everyone in the crowd hit the dirt the minute the music began. 
 -  Everyone except 3. 
 
(4) CONFRONTATION (Daniel 3:8-12) 
 -  Three men didn’t bow down when the music began:  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 
 -  It wouldn’t have been hard to spot who they were with 300,000 others on their faces in the dust. 
 -  Just in case the king missed it, the Chaldeans (some of the Babylonian wise men) rushed to  
 inform the king. 
 
Note:  These guys would’ve been dead had it not been for Daniel and his three friends. 
 -  But they were insanely jealous of the Jews who had taken their places of prominence. 
 
Verse 12c.  “They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
 -  They embellished the offense to enrage the king. 
  •  And it worked! 
 
Verse 13.  “Furious with rage ... the king summoned the three Hebrew men.” 
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 (a) The rage of the king (vs. 13-15) 
  •  The king is furious but his response is, at best, curious. 
  •  He gives these three young men a second chance. 
   -  The herald had said, “anyone who didn’t bow would burn.” 
  •  But the king gives them another opportunity to save their lives. 
 
•  His arrogance and pride are seen again in verse 15. 
 -  “Once I throw you into the furnace then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand.” 
  •  Nebuchadnezzar has a short memory. 
  •  He’s forgotten that everything his hand has accomplished had come from Almighty God. 
 
Daniel 2:37-38.  Daniel had already made that clear to the king. 
 
Why did King Nebuchadnezzar give these guys another chance? 
1. Perhaps he’d come to appreciate them and their work. 
2. Perhaps he extended them this courtesy because of his relationship with Daniel. 
 
•  We don’t know why he gave them a second chance. 
 -  But it’ absolutely clear he wouldn’t give them a third. 
 
 (b) The resolve of the three men (vs. 16-18) 
  •  This is one of the greatest statements of faith in the entire Bible. 
  •  KJV “We are not careful to answer thee in this matter.” 
  
Translation:  “We don’t even have to think about our response.” 
 
  •  Their minds were made up long before his image was set up. 
    
Three powerful statements are made in these three verses (vs. 16-18). 
1. We answer to a greater king. 
2. Our God is able to deliver us. 
3. Even if our God doesn’t deliver us, He will still have our worship. 
 
Notice how the story ends ... 
(5) CONCLUSION (Daniel 3:19-30) 
 -  There’s a song about Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 
  •  “They wouldn’t bend, they wouldn’t bow, they wouldn’t burn.” 
 -  That’s a pretty good description of what happens in these verses.  
 
 (a) “Throw them in” (vs. 19-23) 
  •  Nebuchadnezzar has the furnace fired up 7 times hotter than normal (vs. 19). 
   -  The soldiers who threw them in, were consumed by the fire (vs. 22). 
 
 (b) “Count them again” (vs. 24-25) 
  •  “Didn’t we put three men in there?  I see four!!” 
  •   When did God get in on all this?   
   -  No one saw God get in, not even Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 
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2 Corinthians 5:7, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 
 
•  Even though you know God will be with you, it still takes faith to step into the fire. 
 -  That’s why it’s called a “step of faith.” 
 -  God wants us to trust Him.  When we trust Him, we’ll see Him. 
 
 “Throw them in,”  “Count them again,” 
 (c) “Count me in” (vs. 26-30) 
  •  This isn’t Nebuchadnezzar’s conversion experience.  But he’s getting close. 
  •  He tells Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to come out. 
  •  They come out and all the other officials gather around them. 
 
Verse 27.  They didn’t even smell like smoke. 
 
  1.  A proclamation (vs. 28) 
   -  King Nebuchadnezzar issues a new proclamation. 
  
  2. A penalty (vs. 29) 
   -  He issues a new penalty. 
 
  3. A promotion (vs. 30) 
   -  He extends another promotion to these three men. 
    •  He’d already promoted them in Daniel 2:49 as administrators. 
    •  Whatever positions these were would’ve been greater than the previous ones. 
 
Two things you can be sure of: 
1. Your FAITH will be TESTED. 
2. Your GOD can be TRUSTED. 
 
Isaiah 43:1-3a 
 
 


