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“DANIEL,” Message #7                          Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“FAITH UNDER FIRE” 
(Text: Daniel 3:1-30) 

  
•  Dr. Adrian Rogers used to say, “A faith that can’t be tested can’t be trusted.” 
 -  In Daniel 3:1-30, we have a picture of one of the greatest tests anyone’s faith could ever face. 
 
•  The 2nd Chapter of Daniel concludes with these words, “The king said to Daniel, ‘Surely your God is 
the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this 
mystery.’” 
 -  Then the King placed Daniel is a high position and lavished many gifts on him. 
 -  And the King appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego administrators over the province of  
 Babylon. 
 
•  What a difference a chapter makes ... 
 -  The 3rd Chapter opens with these words: “King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety  
 feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.” 
 
•  In Chapter 2, Nebuchadnezzar appeared to have made a commitment to God. 
 -  But something has obviously happened as Chapter 3 opens. 
 
 •  First of all, we need to understand approximately 20 years have passed since the end of Daniel, 
Chapter 2 and the opening of Chapter 3. 
 
•  Second, we need to remember it’s foolish to make a role model out of a recent believer. 
 -  1 Timothy 3:6, Paul warns Timothy that church leaders should not be recent converts. 
  •  Why?  Because “he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil.” 
 
•  That’s exactly what happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 
 -  In Chapter 2, Daniel had interpreted his dream about a great statue with a head of gold. 
  
Read again what Daniel told him:  Daniel 2:37-38. 
 -  Apparently, in the 18-20 years or so that had passed since the end of Daniel 2, King 
 Nebuchadnezzar had experienced more success and achieved more victories and it had all gone to  
 his head. 
 
•  Third, we need to remember that Daniel is not only historical, but also prophetical. 
 -  What happened with King Nebuchadnezzar will happen again when the Antichrist sets up the  
 “Abomination of Desolation” in the Temple and demands everyone bow down and worship it. 
 
Dr. J. Vernon McGee said, “In the first chapter of Daniel heathen customs were judged; in the second 
chapter heathen philosophy was judged; and in the third chapter heathen pride is judged.” 
 
We notice the heathen pride of King Nebuchadnezzar, first of all, in the: 
(1) CONSTRUCTION (Daniel 3:1) 
 -  King Nebuchadnezzar’s pride is obvious in the massive image he builds here. 
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•  No telling how many workers it took to build this or how long it took to erect it. 
 -  We do know Nebuchadnezzar would have had more than enough resources to pull it off. 
 
Verse 1 says, “It was an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide.” 
 -  This enormous statue would’ve roughly been the height of a nine-story building and nine feet  
 wide. 
 -  If it were the image of a man it would’ve appeared monstrous and clearly disproportionate. 
 
•  We have our own version of a huge statue of a man right here in Texas. 
 -  But he is designed to be proportionate and to look like a cowboy. 
 
ILL. BIG TEX is the 52-foot tall icon of the annual State Fair of Texas held at Fair Park in Dallas. He wears 
size 70 boots, a 75-gallon hat, a size 100 180/181 shirt and 284W/185L XXXXXL pair of Dickies jeans. The 
pants alone require 72 yards of denim and weigh in at 65 pounds. 
 
 Big Tex’s beginnings were in 1949 as a 49 foot tall Santa Claus constructed from iron drill casing and 
papier-mâché in Kerens, Texas to help encourage holiday sales in the town. In 1951, State Fair president 
R. L. Thornton purchased Santa’s components for $750 and had Dallas artist Jack Bridges transform 
them into a cowboy, and Big Tex was born. Big Tex currently has fiberglass “skin.” 

 Big Tex made his debut at the 1952 fair. He was altered the following year to straighten his nose, 
correct a lascivious wink and allow him to talk. Former disc jockey Al Jones was the first voice of Big Tex, 
but would fill the role for only one season. His most familiar voice is that of radio announcer, Jim Lowe, 
who boomed Big Tex’s signature “Howdy, folks!” for a total of 39 years. 

 In 1958, Big Tex underwent further re-design, bringing him closer to the look of today. The next year, 
a mechanism was installed that allowed his mouth to move in sync with the announcer’s voice. In 1997, 
Big Tex was given a skeletal makeover including a new hand that waved to passersby. Three years later, 
his head was animated, allowing it to turn. 

•  The image Nebuchadnezzar had built was a grotesque looking idol, made of gold and nearly 40 feet 
taller than Big Tex. 
 
•  Some have suggested it could have been a totem pole type of idol. 
 -  Or perhaps the bottom was a base of some sort with only the upper section being the actual 
 statue. 
 
•  Some have suggested Nebuchadnezzar constructed this image in memory of his father, 
Nabopolassar. 
 -  Others say he must’ve made it to Bel, the pagan god of Babylon. 
 -  It’s more likely he made it of himself. 
 
•  Daniel had declared that in the dream (Chapter 2) Nebuchadnezzar was the head of gold. 
 -  Instead of humbling himself, the dream caused Nebuchadnezzar to be filled with excessive pride. 
  
Daniel 4:30, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and 
for the glory of my majesty?” 
 
•  So, Nebuchadnezzar made an entire image of gold to represent the kingdom he had built. 
 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 

Page Three 
 
Some Interesting Facts: 
1. Large statues constructed by kings in ancient times were not unusual. 
 (a)   The Great Sphinx in Egypt is 240 ft. long by 66 ft. high. 
  •  With the body of a lion and a human head. 
  •  It was built in 2500 B.C. and still casts a sightless shadow over the desert sands. 
 
 (b) The Statues of the Pharaohs in Egypt. 
  •  Rameses II and other Pharaohs of Egypt built large statues of themselves.  
  •  These statues were placed all over Egypt. 
 
 (c) The Colossus of Rhodes built in 300 B.C. 
  •  It stood 105 feet tall. 
 
 (d) The great Statue of Zeus built in the 5th century B.C. 
  •  It was 40 feet high and was erected in Olympia, Greece. 
 
 (e) The Statue of Bel (Marduk) in Babylon. 
  •  Herodotus, the Greek historian, said it was 18 feet tall and made of solid gold. 
 
Large statues constructed by kings in ancient times were not unusual. 
2. Nebuchadnezzar’s large statue WAS – unusual – very unusual! 
 -  It was sixty cubits high and six cubits wide. 
 -  The ratio of the image was ten-to-one. 
  •  Which means, if it were a man, it would’ve been an extremely skinny man. 
 -  The average ratio of a person today is five-to-one. 
 
•  This bizarre image of gold would’ve sparkled in the sun above the desert for miles around Babylon. 
 
There’s more ... 
•  It’s no coincidence that the designers of this grotesque image made it sixty cubits high and six cubits 
wide. 
 -  In Revelation 13:18, the number of the beast of the Antichrist was the number of man, 666. 
 
•  Throughout Scripture, numbers have significance. 
 -  Four symbolizes the world. 
 -  Five is associated with grace. 
 -  Six has to do with man. 
  •  Man was created on the sixth day.   
  •  Man works six days. 
  •  The hours of a man’s day are a multiple of six.  (6 x 4) 
 -  The Antichrist is stamped with six, as his fearful mark. 
  •  The number of his name, 666, shows man in all his glory. 
 -  Seven is the number for perfection and reminds us that man always falls short. 
  •  We never come up to the standard. 
 
•  We are therefore reminded that even King Nebuchadnezzar, with all his wealth, position and power 
and with all his pride, was but a man and no match for God. 
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 -  The same will be true of earth’s final leader, the Antichrist. 
  •  He will appear to be a strong, charismatic, leader worthy of following. 
   -  But he will lead people straight to hell and will ultimately wind up there himself. 
 
1. Large statues constructed by kings in ancient times were not unusual. 
2. Nebuchadnezzar’s large statue was unusual. 
3. Nebuchadnezzar’s image serves as a sobering reminder. 
 -  It pictures mankind.  It was an image made of wood and overlaid with gold. 
 -  Man is obsessed with image, presentation, appearances, etc. 
  •  But, like the movie sets built on a Hollywood sound stage, what looks great on the outside 
  is merely a false front – with nothing behind except props. 
 -  Outwardly mankind looks impressive.  Inwardly mankind is empty and inferior. 
 -  We can send two men to the moon, but can’t figure out how to keep two people together in a  
 marriage here on earth. 
 -  Man has figured out how to live longer but still can’t figure out what to live for. 
 
One additional note: 
•  The image King Nebuchadnezzar built was not constructed inside the city of Babylon. 
 -  The image was set up on the plain of Dura.  (Approximately 6-12 miles southeast of Babylon.) 
•  Dura means “a walled-in place.” 
 -  Dr. McGee says the plain of Dura was like a huge airport, flat and expansive, allowing a great  
 multitude of people to assemble in one place. 
•  The image would’ve been tall enough and bright enough (made of gold) to catch your attention from 
miles away. 
 -  Building it so far from Babylon would’ve allowed Nebuchadnezzar to do all this without most  
 people in the city of Babylon knowing about it until he wanted them to know about it. 
 
So, we notice the heathen pride of King Nebuchadnezzar, first of all in the: 
(1) CONSTRUCTION 
 
Second, we notice the heathen pride of King Nebuchadnezzar in the: 
(2) CONVOCATION (Daniel 3:2-3) 
 -  Once the image is up and everything is ready to go, the king sends out the summons. 
 -  He invites all the royalty, the nobility, the upper crust of society, & the cream of the crop from  
 the Babylonian kingdom. 
 
John Phillips said, “When Queen Elizabeth was crowed in Westminster Abbey, she is said to have sent 
royal invitations to the lords and the nobles of the aristocracy; to the leaders of science, art, and industry; 
to government officials; and to selected commoners.  To receive an invitation was a high honor.  Actually, 
it was much more than that because the elegant invitations stated, ‘All excuses easing ...” A royal 
invitation is a command.” 
 
•  King Nebuchadnezzar invited 8 levels of officials in his kingdom.  
1. Satraps (princes) 
2. Prefects (assistants) 
3. Governors (military leaders) 
4. Advisers (assistants) 
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5. Treasurers (handled money) 
6. Judges (led the courts) 
7. Magistrates (attorneys) 
8. Provincial Officials (those who enforced the laws) 
 
•  The important point is not what level of service they rendered to the King in the Babylonian kingdom. 
 -  The important point is what verse 3 says, “They all came and stood before the image.” 
 
•  Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego received invitations as well and were in 
attendance. 
 -  We don’t know where Daniel was. 
 
•  Some have suggest he had retired. 
 -  But if he was taken captive as a 14-15 year old, and it’s 20 years later, would he retire at 34-35? 
 
•  Others have suggested he could’ve been away on important business for the King 
 
Daniel 2:48-49 makes it clear the King had placed Daniel in the highest place of authority without 
making him king. 
 -  Daniel was in charge of the royal court, which would’ve included the King’s private quarters. 
 -  It makes sense then that Daniel may have stayed behind in Babylon to watch over the king’s  
 things. 
  •  No doubt others would’ve as well. 
 
•  Some scholars have estimated there could’ve been over 300,000 people gathered on the plain of 
Dura to witness what was about to happen at the unveiling of this image. 
 
Did I mention there was also a FURNACE of fire there, too?   
 -  It’s mentioned 11 times: verses 6, 11, 15, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26. 
 
Mesopotamian smelting furnaces were used for smelting ore. 
 -  There would be a large opening at the top to put fuel, wood, and charcoal in. 
 
•  But there was also a door at the bottom where the metal could be taken out. 
 -  The temperatures in these kilns could reach as high as 1000 degrees centigrade. 
  •  Which its 1800 degrees fahrenheit. 
 
•  As the great crowd is convening, the huge furnace is burning. 
 -  What takes place next is completely unnerving. 
 
•  But you’ll have to come back next week to find out what happens. 


