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“DANIEL,” Message #6                           Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“A TROUBLING DREAM – Part 3” 
(Text: Daniel 2:1-49) 

  
•  Last time we saw THREE THINGS happen: 
 (a) An Intervention  (b) An Intercession  (c) An Interpretation 
   
 (c) An Interpretation (vs. 24-45) 
  •  Daniel interpreted the dream for the king. 
   
The details of the dream:  (Show artist rendering of the statue) 
1. The dream was a vision of a huge statue of a man. 
2. The head was made of pure gold. 
3. The chest and arms were made of silver. 
4. The belly and thighs were made of bronze. 
5. The legs were made of iron.   
6. The toes were made partly of iron and partly of baked clay. 
7. Out of nowhere came a huge rock and hit the statue in the feet. 
8. The entire statue crumbled into a worthless pile of dust blown away by the wind. 
9. There was no trace left of any part of the statute. 
10. The rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain that filled the whole earth. 
 
Verse 36b.  Don’t miss what happens next: “Now, we will interpret it to the king.” 
 
READ:  Daniel 2:36-45 
 
What did the dream mean?   
•  God used the image of a man to illustrate what happens when man is in control of the world. 
 
Four metals represent four successive kingdoms and four empires.  (Show artist rendering.) 
1. The head of gold represented Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian Kingdom. 
2. The chest and arms of silver represent Darius the Mede and the Medo-Persian Kingdom. 
3. The belly and thighs of bronze represent Alexander the Great and Greece. 
4. The legs of iron and feet mixed with iron and clay represent Rome. 
 
Dr. John Phillips: “The only empire that will, in fact, rule the whole world will be the last one, the empire 
of Antichrist.  In his day, too, all Gentile world rule will suddenly cease at the coming of Christ. The 
destruction of the image represented the coming of Jesus Christ – the Stone – who would judge His 
enemies and establish His universal kingdom.” 
 
•  The explanation of the dream is simple.  The lessons, however, are profound. 
 
Seven Lessons from King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream: 
1. God is in control. 
 -  Daniel 2:37-38.  God gave Nebuchadnezzar his throne and ability to rule. 
 -  God also took it away (Jeremiah 50-51). 
 -  Daniel 2:39, Nebuchadnezzar’s rule and reign was replaced with an “inferior” king and kingdom. 
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Psalm 2:1-12.  “The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.  Then He rebukes them in 
his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, ‘I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
 
2. Human government has a shaky foundation.  (Daniel 2:33-34) 
 -  The statue of gold, silver, bronze and iron, stood upon a pedestal of clay. 
  •  A monument based on mud – literally. 
 -  Human governments are, at best, temporary. 
  •  Why?  They’re based on the unstable and unpredictable foundations of human philosophy. 
 
3. The kingdoms of men are deteriorating. 
 -  The descending scale of value from gold to clay suggests the deterioration of the human race. 
  •  Contrary to the evolutionists – things are not getting better with time. 
 -  Each kingdom is built on the ruins of the previous one. 
 -  The quality of the metals in the statue suggest deterioration: 
  a. Gold is finer than silver. 
  b.  Silver is finer than bronze or brass. 
  c. Bronze is finer than iron. 
  d. Iron is better than clay 
 -  The weight of the metals in the statue suggest deterioration: 
  a. Gold has a specific gravity of 19.3. 
  b. Silver has a specific gravity of 10.51. 
  c. Bronze has a specific gravity of 8.5. 
  d. Iron has a specific gravity of 7.6.  (Clay 1.9) 
 -  So, from the very beginning, the image was doomed to collapse.  It was only a matter of time. 
 
•  God was planning a spectacular end to Gentile world domination (Daniel 2:34-35). 
 
4. The kingdoms of men are growing more violent 
 -  David Jeremiah said, “The prophecy of the statue shows the developing force of human  
 government.  Look down the image and see how each metal, from gold to silver to bronze to  
 iron, increases in strength.  It is an overwhelming thought to realize that as we degenerate in  
 morality, we increase in force.  All of this reminds us that we are living on the threshold of the 
 end of the age.” 
 
5. Everything will be coming apart as the end times come together.  
 -  Daniel 2:34-35.  The feet of the statue were composed of iron mixed with clay. 
 -  Iron is strong and durable.  But clay is weak and unstable. 
 -  Iron gives the appearance of strength.  Clay, just the opposite. 
 
Warren Wiersbe: “Society is held together by treaties that can be broken, promises that can be ignored, 
traditions that can be forgotten, organizations that can be disbanded, and money-making enterprises 
that can fail – all of it iron mixed with clay!” 
 
6. Every form of human government will fail. 
 -  Babylon was a monarchy, ruled by the iron hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 
 -  The government of the Medes and Persians was an Oligarchy, ruled by a small group of men. 
 -  Greece was an aristocracy, rule by the nobility. 
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 -  Rome was an imperialistic government ruled by the military. 
 
•  Some people say the ideal form of government is democracy.   
 -  But that’s not God’s form of government. 
 -  Theocracy is God’s form of government.  Where He alone, rules. 
 
ILL.  When the 13 Colonies were still a part of England, Alexander Tyler wrote about the fall of the 
Athenian republic over a thousand years ago. 
 
“A democracy cannot exist as a permanent form of government.  It can only exist until the voters 
discover that they can vote themselves money from the public treasure.  From that moment on the 
majority always votes for the candidates promising the most money from the public treasury, with the 
result that a democracy always collapses over loose fiscal policy followed by a dictatorship.  The average 
age of the world’s great civilizations has been two hundred years.  These nations have progressed 
through the following sequence:  from bondage to spiritual faith, from spiritual faith to great courage, 
from courage to liberty, from liberty to abundance, from abundance to selfishness, from selfishness to 
complacency, from complacency to apathy, from apathy to dependency, from dependency back to 
bondage.” 
 
Dr. David Jeremiah asks the question: “Where are we?  We have a deteriorating form of government, no 
matter what party is elected or who is president.” 
 
7. Jesus will return to earth destroying His enemies and establishing His Kingdom. 
 -  Daniel 2:34-35 & 44-45. 
 - The ROCK/CHRIST (Daniel 2:35) will crush all the other kingdoms (Daniel 2:44) and His 
 kingdom will endure forever. 
 -  This is a reference to the Second Coming of Christ. 
  •  It’s described in Revelation 19:11-21.  
 - His coming is going to be climactic, catastrophic, and cataclysmic. 
  (Zechariah 14:1-3; Joel 3:2, 9-16; Isaiah 34:1-8; Psalm 2) 
 
“On Christ, the solid ROCK I stand, all other ground is sinking sand.  All other ground is sinking sand.” 
 
(1) THE KING’S DREAM 
(2)   THE KING’S DEMAND 
(3) THE KING’S DELIVERANCE 
(4) THE KING’S DECLARATION  (Daniel 2:46-49) 
 -  When Daniel finished the interpretation of the dream, the king got up from his throne and got 
 down on his knees (vs. 46). 
 -  Warren Wiersbe said,  “Nebuchadnezzar was so overwhelmed by what Daniel did that he treated  
 him as though he were a god!” 
 -  The king fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor. 
   
Note: 
•  Cornelius, the Roman centurion honored Peter that way (Acts 10:25-26). 
•  The people of Lystra regarded Paul and Barnabas as gods (Acts 14:8-18). 
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 Two things I to make sure you notice: 
 (a) The King praised God (vs. 46-47). 
  -  Nebuchadnezzar was acknowledging the God of Daniel in the best way he knew how. 
  -  He ordered an offering to be brought and incense to be burned. 
   •  An offering was an expression of thanks. 
   •  Burning incense was an expression of worship (Exodus 30:37). 
    -  Only to be used in the worship of God. 
    -  Vs. 47, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings.” 
   
•  This is not King Nebuchadnezzar’s personal profession of faith. 
 -  That will come later in chapter 4. 
 -  Now, he is at least making a declaration acknowledging God’s power and preeminence. 
 
 The King praised God ... 
 (b) The King promoted Daniel (vs. 48-49) 
  Notice:  
  1.  Daniel rewarded (vs. 48) 
   •  Just as Pharaoh promoted Joseph in Egypt (Gen. 41:39-43), Nebuchadnezzar promotes 
   Daniel to a position of prominence. 
 
Don’t miss this: 
•  Daniel stood for God and for the truth of God and ultimately was rewarded for that. 
 -  He humbled himself before God (Daniel 2:18) and God exalted him. 
 
  We see ... 
  1. Daniel rewarded (vs. 48) 
  2. Daniel remembered (vs. 49) 
   •  Daniel didn’t forget his friends.  He didn’t pass over his prayer partners. 
    -  He remembered who helped him get where he was. 
 
Genesis 40:23, “The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.”  
 - In the next chapter, the cupbearer remembers Joseph and tells Pharaoh about him. 
 
   •  Daniel requested that his three friends be given positions of authority within the  
   kingdom and King Nebuchadnezzar made the appointments. 
 
 
Three powerful verses: 
Job 36:7, “He does not take his eyes off the righteous; He enthrones them with kings and exalts them 
forever.” 
 
Matthew 23:12, “For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted.” 
 
Proverbs 16:7, “When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, He makes even his enemies live at peace 
with him.” 
 


