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“DANIEL,” Message #5                          Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“A TROUBLING DREAM – Part 2” 
(Text: Daniel 2:1-49) 

  
(1) THE KING’S DREAM 
(2) THE KING’S DEMAND 
(3) THE KING’S DELIVERANCE (Daniel 2:14-45) 
 -  Nebuchadnezzar was convinced that no one could help him with his dream so he ordered all of  
 the wise men in Babylon to be killed. 
 -  But God had another plan.  He always does.  (God’s always working behind the scenes.) 
  
 Three things happen in these next 32 verses: 
 (a) An Intervention 
 (b) An Intercession 
 (c) An Interpretation 
  •  God’s going to intervene and God’s man will interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 
 
 (a) An Intervention (vs. 14-16) 
  •  There was a death sentence hanging over Daniel and his three friends. 
  •  Verse 13, “So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and men were sent to look 
  for Daniel and his friends to put them to death.”  
  •  Arioch, the commander of the King’s palace guard, was on a mission to round up all the wise 
  men and kill them. 
 
•  There are actually TWO INTERVENTIONS here. 
 -  God intervenes and Daniel intervenes. 
 -  God intervenes on Daniel’s behalf.  Daniel intervenes on behalf of all the wise men. 
 
Verse 14.  When Arioch arrives, Daniel greets him with “wisdom and tact.”  
 -  Daniel isn’t in the corner cowering in fear. 
  •  He’s calm and even courageous in the face of the man who has come to kill him. 
 -  Where do you get that kind of courage and confidence?  Faith in God.   
 
Daniel’s commitment to God gave him courage concerning God’s commitment to him. 
•  In Daniel 3, when Daniel’s three friends are about to be thrown into a fiery furnace, they answer the 
king, “The God we serve is able to save us from it and he will rescue us from your hand.  But  even if he 
does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold 
you have set up.”  (Daniel 3:17-18). 
 
•  Daniel responds with a question that clearly disarms Arioch. 
 “Why did the king issue such a harsh decree?” (vs. 15) 
 
•  “Why’s the king all fired up and wanting to kill everybody?” 
 
Note:  Isn’t it interesting that Daniel won the devotion of Ashpenaz, the chief of Nebuchadnezzar’s court 
officials. 
 -  Now he’s disarmed Arioch, the commander of the palace guard. 
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Verse 16.  Daniel goes in to the king to ask for more time so that he might interpret the dream for him. 
 -  The king had already refused the same courtesy to the other wise men (vs. 8). 
 
Why the difference?  The Intervening hand of God. 
 -  Because of his faithfulness, Daniel had the favor of God. 
  
•  Arioch may also have had a hand in arranging for this meeting. 
 
John Walvoord: “In verse 16, only the briefest summary is offered of what actually transpired.  
Undoubtedly, Daniel expressed to Arioch the possibility that he could interpret the dream and secured 
Arioch’s cooperation in going before the king.  It would hardly have been suitable, especially with the 
king in the mood he was in, for Daniel to go in to the king unannounced without proper procedure.  
Possibly, the king by this time had cooled down a bit.  In any event, Daniel was given his audience in 
which he asked for time and promised to show the king the interpretation.” 
 
 (a) An Intervention 
 (b) An Intercession (vs. 17-23) 
  •  Daniel returned home and shared what had happened with his friends. 
   -  They already knew about the death sentence.  They were to be killed along with Daniel. 
   -  What they didn’t know was the reprieve Daniel had just secured from the king. 
   
•  Prayer played a huge role in Daniel’s life, as we shall see even more as we move through this study. 
  •  He encourages his three friends to pray and ask God for mercy. 
   1. Mercy so they wouldn’t be executed. 
   2. Mercy so he could understand the mystery of the king’s dream. 
 
Daniel 1:17.  “To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature 
and learning.  And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.” 
 
Daniel 2:18.  Notice the phrase, “Plead for mercy from the God of Heaven ...” 
 -  The title “the God of Heaven” is only found in the O.T. books of the captivity:  Ezra, Nehemiah  
 and Daniel. 
 -  It’s found in only one book in the N.T.:  Revelation. 
 
•  God had withdrawn from their midst.  He’d forsaken His throne in Jerusalem.  The glory had gone up to 
Heaven, and He was no longer called the Lord of the earth. 
 -  It’s a title that belongs to the “times of the Gentiles.” 
 -  God rules from Heaven rather than from between the cherubim in the temple as the God of Israel. 
 
H.A. Ironside: “He will never again be owned as the Lord of the whole earth until the Millennium.”  
 
 
 (c) An Interpretation (vs. 24-45) 
  •  Now, Daniel is going to interpret the dream for the king. 
  •  Verse 24. Daniel went to Arioch and Arioch takes Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
Verse 25.  Arioch attempts to take credit for something he didn’t do. 
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Verse 26.  Nebuchadnezzar asks Daniel if he can really explain the dream. 
 -  Daniel’s answer is a classic. 
 
Verses 27-28.  “But there is a God in Heaven ...” 
 -  Daniel draws a distinction between all the wisdom of Babylon and the wisdom of God. 
 
Verse 28.  “He (God) has shown Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come.” 
 -  KJV “what shall be in the latter days?” 
 
Warren Wiersbe:  
 The phrase “last days” (“latter days,” “last times” is found frequently in Scripture, beginning with 
Genesis 49:1 and ending with 2 Peter 3:3.  Our Lord ushered in the “last days” with his death, 
resurrection, and ascension into Heaven (Heb. 1:2; 1 Peter 1:20), so we are living now in that period of 
time when God is “wrapping things up.”  God has plans for the “latter days” of Israel (Gen. 49:1; Deut. 
31:29; Dan. 2:28), which will climax with Messiah returning to earth and being received by His people 
(Hos. 3:5; Mic. 4:1; Joel 2:28-29).  The “last days for the church include perilous times (2 Tim. 3:1), the 
apostasy of many, and the rise of scoffers and deniers of the truth (2 Peter 3:1ff); and this period will end 
when Christ takes His church to Heaven (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 
 The image Nebuchadnezzar beheld in his dream depicted what Jesus called “the times of the 
Gentiles” (Luke 21:24), a period of time that began in 605 BC when Jerusalem was taken by 
Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian army.  This period will end when Christ returns to establish His 
kingdom (Luke 21:25-28).  During the “times of the Gentiles,” there will be four successive kingdoms, 
climaxed by a fifth kingdom that will destroy the other four and fill the earth.  The fifth kingdom is the 
kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
 
Verse 29.  Daniel gains instant credibility with the king with this statement. 
 -  Why?  Because only the king would’ve known what he had been thinking about. 
 
Verses 31-36a. Daniel delivers the details of the dream to the King. 
(Show artist rendering of the statue) 
1. The dream was a vision of a huge statue of a man. 
2. The head was made of pure gold. 
3. The chest and arms were made of silver. 
4. The belly and thighs were made of bronze. 
5. The legs were made of iron.   
6. The toes were made partly of iron and partly of baked clay. 
7. Out of nowhere came a huge rock and hit the statue in the feet. 
8. The entire statue crumbled into a worthless pile of dust blown away by the wind. 
9. There was no trace left of any part of the statute. 
10. The rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain that filled the whole earth. 
 
•  Scripture doesn’t say, but you can almost hear Nebuchadnezzar say, “That’s it!  That’s the dream I had.  
That’s what it looked like.” 
 
Verse 36b.  Don’t miss what happens next. 
 -  “Now, we will interpret it to the king.” 
 -  Unlike Arioch, Daniel refused to take credit for the interpretation of the dream. 
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 What did the dream mean?   
•  God used the image of a man to illustrate what happens when man is in control of the world. 
 
Four metals represent four successive kingdoms and four empires. 
(Show artist rendering of the statue with metals and nations listed) 
1. The head of gold represented Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian Kingdom. 
2. The chest and arms of silver represent Darius the Mede and the Medo-Persian Kingdom. 
3. The belly and thighs of bronze represent Alexander the Great and Greece. 
4. The legs of iron and feet mixed with iron and clay represent Rome. 
 
•  Babylon was called “the golden kingdom”. 
 -  Herodotus, the historian visited Babylon over 100 years after Nebuchadnezzar and wrote that  
 he’d never seen so much gold in his life. 
 
•  Darius the Mede conquered Babylon (Daniel 5 – the handwriting on the wall). 
 -  The two arms of silver represent the divided nature of the empire:  the Medes and the Persians. 
 
•  Alexander the Great established the largest empire in ancient times. 
 -  He died at the age of 33, in Babylon. 
 -  Alexander’s soldiers were dressed in bronze and brass helmets, breastplates, shields and swords. 
 
•  The Roman Empire was characterized by great strength in many areas:  law, organization, and 
military might.  But they were morally depraved. 
 -  The iron legions of Rome are legendary and Rome did become the ruling empire after Greece. 
 
Dr. David Jeremiah: “The Bible clearly teaches that in the end times, during the time of the Antichrist, 
there will be a ten-kingdom confederacy that rules during those final days.  Many have seen in this 
prophecy of Daniel’s a picture of the renewed Roman Empire in the end times. 
 
Daniel 2:43 says, “And just as you saw the iron mixed with clay, so the people will be a mixture and will 
not remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay.” 
 -  Today, there are 12 nations in the European Union. 
  •  So how could it get back to ten? 
 
ILL.  Things can change in a matter of hours.  1963 – the assassination of JFK.  1974 – Nixon resigned. 
September 11th.  Every plane in America was on the ground in a matter of hours and stayed that way for 
a matter of days. 
 
•  The final focus of the world’s Gentile powers is on the ten toes. 
 -  This will be amplified in more detail when we get to Daniel 7.  “The beast with ten horns.” 
 -  The ten toes in Daniel 2:44 are described as kings. 
 
•  The Roman Empire will reemerge as a ten-nation confederacy, a European coalition dominated by the 
Antichrist. 
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Dr. John Phillips: “The only empire that will, in fact, rule the whole world will be the last one, the empire 
of Antichrist.  In his day, too, all Gentile world rule will suddenly cease at the coming of Christ. The 
destruction of the image represented the coming of Jesus Christ – the Stone – who would judge His 
enemies and establish His universal kingdom.” 
 
•  The explanation of the dream is simple.  The lessons, however, are profound. 
 
Lessons from King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream: 
1. God’s in control. 
 -  Daniel 2:37-38.  God gave Nebuchadnezzar his throne and ability to rule. 
 -  God also took it away (Jeremiah 50-51). 
 -  Daniel 2:39, Nebuchadnezzar’s rule and reign was replaced with an “inferior” king and kingdom. 
 
Psalm 2:1-12.  “The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.  Then He rebukes them in 
his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, ‘I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
 
2. Human government has a shaky foundation.  (Daniel 2:33-34) 
 -  The statue of gold, silver, bronze and iron, stood upon a pedestal of clay. 
  •  A monument based on mud, literally. 
 -  Human governments are at best temporary. 
  •  Why?  They’re based on the unstable and unpredictable foundations of human philosophy. 
 
3. The kingdoms of men are deteriorating. 
 -  The descending scale of value from gold to clay suggests the degeneration of the human race. 
  •  Contrary to the evolutionists – things are not getting better with time. 
 -  Each kingdom is built on the ruins of the previous one. 
 -  The quality of the metals in the statue suggest deterioration: 
  a. Gold is finer than silver. 
  b.  Silver is finer than bronze or brass. 
  c. Bronze is finer than iron. 
  d. Iron is better than clay 
 -  The weight of the metals in the statue suggest deterioration: 
  a. Gold has a specific gravity of 19.3. 
  b. Silver has a specific gravity of 10.51. 
  c. Bronze has a specific gravity of 8.5. 
  d. Iron has a specific gravity of 7.6.  (Clay 1.9) 
 -  So, from the very beginning the image was doomed to collapse.  It was only a matter of time. 
 
•  God was planning a spectacular end to Gentile world domination (Daniel 2:34-35). 
 
4. The kingdoms of men are growing more violent 
 -  David Jeremiah said, “The prophecy of the statue shows the developing force of human  
 government.  Look down the image and see how each metal, from gold to silver to bronze to  
 iron, increases in strength.  It is an overwhelming thought to realize that as we degenerate in  
 morality, we increase in force.  All of this reminds us that we are living on the threshold of the 
 end of the age.” 
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5. Everything will be coming apart as the end times come together.  
 -  Daniel 2:34-35.  The feet of the statue were composed of iron mixed with clay. 
 -  Iron is strong and durable but clay is weak and unstable. 
 -  Iron gives the appearance of strength.  Clay, just the opposite. 
 
Warren Wiersbe: “Society is held together by treaties that can be broken, promises that can be ignored, 
traditions that can be forgotten, organizations that can be disbanded, and money-making enterprises 
that can fail – all of it iron mixed with clay!” 
 
6. Every form of human government will fail. 
 -  Babylon was a monarchy, ruled with the iron hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 
 -  The Medes and Persians was an Oligarchy, ruled by a small group of men. 
 -  Greece was an aristocracy, rule by the nobility. 
 -  Rome was an imperialistic government ruled by the military. 
 
•  Some people say the ideal form of government is democracy.  But that’s not God’s form of 
government. 
 -  Theocracy is God’s form of government.  Where He alone, rules. 
 
ILL.  When the 13 Colonies were still a part of England, Alexander Tyler wrote about the fall of the 
Athenian republic over a thousand years ago. 
 
“A democracy cannot exist as a permanent form of government.  It can only exist until the voters 
discover that they can vote themselves money from the public treasure.  From that moment on the 
majority always votes for the candidates promising the most money from the public treasury, with the 
result that a democracy always collapses over loose fiscal policy followed by a dictatorship.  The average 
age of the world’s great civilizations has been two hundred years.  These nations have progressed 
through the following sequence:  from bondage to spiritual faith, from spiritual faith to great courage, 
from courage to liberty, from liberty to abundance, from abundance to selfishness, from selfishness to 
complacency, from complacency to apathy, from apathy to dependency, from dependency back to 
bondage.” 
 
Dr. David Jeremiah asks the question: “Where are we?  We have a deteriorating form of government, no 
matter what party is elected or who is president.” 
 
7. Jesus will return to earth destroying His enemies and establishing His Kingdom. 
 -  Daniel 2:44. 
 - The ROCK/CHRIST (Daniel 2:35) will crush all the other kingdoms (Daniel 2:44) and His  kingdom 
will endure forever. 
 
“On Christ, the solid ROCK I stand, all other ground is sinking sand.  All other ground is sinking sand.” 
 
(1) THE KING’S DREAM 
(2)   THE KING’S DEMAND 
(3) THE KING’S DELIVERANCE 
(4) THE KING’S DECLARATION  (Daniel 2:46-49) 
 


