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“DANIEL,” Message #4                          Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“A TROUBLING DREAM” 
(Text: Daniel 2:1-49) 

  
Dr. John Walvoord, former President of Dallas Theological Seminary, noted Bible scholar and consider 
by many one of the foremost experts on Bible prophecy said: 
  
“Beginning with the second chapter of Daniel, the grand outline of the program of God for the period of 
Gentile supremacy and chastisement of Israel is presented for the first time. 
  
Nowhere else in Scripture, except in Daniel 7, is a more comprehensive picture given of world history as 
it stretched from the time of Daniel, 600 years before Christ, to the consummation at the second advent 
of Christ.  It is most remarkable that Daniel was not only given this broad revelation of the course of what 
Christ called ‘the times of the Gentiles’ (Luke 21:24), but also the chronological prophecy of Israel’s 
history stretching from the rebuilding of Jerusalem to the second advent of Christ.” 
 
H.A. Ironside, noted Bible teacher and former pastor of the Moody Church in Chicago, said: 
  
“This second chapter has well been called ‘the A, B, C, of prophecy.’  I suppose it contains the most 
complete, and yet the most simple, prophetic picture that we have in all the Word of God.  And you will 
notice that it is in the form of a dream given to a heathen monarch.” 
 
Dr. Stephen Miller, professor of Old Testament and Hebrew Scholar at Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Memphis, TN, said: 
  
“Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream, imparted to the monarch in Daniel’s experience in Babylon is recorded in 
this chapter.  The dream is significant because it provides a history of the world through four successive 
Gentile empires.  During the final phase of the fourth empire, all earthly dominions will be destroyed, and 
the kingdom of God that will endure forever will be established.” 
 
Dr. J. Vernon McGee, one of the best loved Bible teachers in America and voice of Thru The Bible radio 
program said this about Daniel, chapter 2:  
 “We are in one of the great sections of the Word of God as far as prophecy is concerned.  The 
multimetallic image (ch. 2), the four beasts (ch. 7), and the seventy weeks of Daniel (ch.9) form the 
backbone and ribs of biblical prophecy.  You could never have a skeleton of prophecy without these 
passages of Scripture in the Old Testament. 
 Everything the Lord Jesus said in the Olivet Discourse was based on the book of Daniel.  The 
disciples asked him, “...  Tell us, when shall these things be?  And what shall be the sign of thy coming, 
and of the end of the world?”  He replied, “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet ...” (Matthew 24:3, 15).  This chapter, then, is a very important chapter in 
the Word of God.” 
 
Read:  Daniel 2:1-13. 
 
(1) THE KING’S DREAM (Daniel 2:1) 
 -  King Nebuchadnezzar has a dream that greatly troubles him. 
 -  It may have been he had a recurring dream.  Whatever it was – it left him very restless. 
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Verse 1.  “His mind was troubled and he could not sleep.” 
 
•  Later, Daniel will describe the details of the dream for the king and will tell him what was going on: 
 
 Daniel 2:29, “As you were lying there, O king, your mind turned to things to come, and the revealer  
 of mysteries showed you what was going to happen.” 
 
•  Nebuchadnezzar may have gone to bed thinking about what would happen to him and to his kingdom 
and God revealed to him every bit of that and more. 
 -  In fact, God revealed to him how the whole world would come to an end. 
 -  But he didn’t understand it. 
 
Some key questions: 
1. If this is the 2nd year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, would Daniel and his three friends still have 
 been in training? 
 -  No.  This was the 2nd year of Nebuchadnezzar’s sole reign as monarch.  They wouldn’t have  
 included the year of accession under his reign.  So, it would’ve been three years total but still just  
 the 2nd year of his reign. 
 
•  So Daniel, and his three friends could’ve completed all of their training. 
 -  But remember, they were still just teenagers. 
 
2. Would God reveal His Will to a pagan through a dream? 
 -  Sure.   
 -  God gave two different dreams to Pharaoh (Genesis 41).  He was a pagan ruler. 
  •  God sent Joseph to interpret the dreams for Pharaoh. 
 -  God gave a dream to the Wise Men who came from the East (Matthew 2:12). 
 
3. Has God used dreams very often to communicate to people? 
 -  Yes. 
 -  Numbers 12:6-7, “When a prophet of the Lord is among you, I reveal myself to him in visions, I  
 speak to him in dreams.  But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house.  
 With him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles.” 
 -  1 Kings 3:5.  God appeared to Solomon in a dream and told him he could ask for whatever he  
 wished and God would give it to him.  (Solomon asked for wisdom to lead God’s people – vs. 9). 
 
4. Does God still use dreams to communicate with us today? 
 -  We can’t be absolutely dogmatic and say, “No” because God can do anything He wants, any time  
 He wants. 
 -  I would say, Biblically, that’s not His usual approach now. 
 -  Hebrews 1:1, “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in  
 various ways, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son.” 
 - Jesus said in John 16:13, that the Holy Spirit would now guide us into all truth. 
 -  John 17:17, “God’s word is truth.” 
 -  2 Timothy 3:16.  “All Scripture is God-breathed” (straight from the heart and mouth of God) and  
 is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man (or  
 woman) of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 
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•  You and I don’t need something else or someone else to know the heart and mind and will of God. 
 -  His Word gives us everything we need.  
 
2 Peter 1:3, “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our 
knowledge of Him Who called us by His own glory and goodness.” 
 
Dr. David Jeremiah, “Does God still speak through dreams today? If we have dreams that we think are 
inspiration, they are more likely to be indigestion.  If we think someone can interpret our dreams, we will 
be spending our money and our time on guesses, speculation, and mostly baloney.  We have God’s full 
revelation, and there is a big period at the end of it.  He is not speaking through dreams in our time.” 
 
Warren Wiersbe issues one more warning: “Does God still use dreams to communicate Hs will?  
Certainly He can do so if He pleases, but this isn’t His usual approach.  God guides His children today by 
His Holy Spirit as they pray, seek His face, meditate on His Word, and consult with their spiritual leaders.  
The danger is that our dreams may not come from the Lord.  The human subconscious is capable of 
producing dreams, and Jeremiah 23:25-32 indicates that demonic forces can cause dreams that are 
Satan’s lies and not God’s truth.  It’s dangerous to accept dreams as messengers from the Lord.” 
 
READ: Jeremiah 23:25-32. 
 
(1) THE KING’S DREAM  
 
(2) THE KING’S DEMAND (Daniel 2:2-13) 
 -  King Nebuchadnezzar calls all his advisers in to help him. 
 -  Notice he calls four different groups of advisers: 
 
 (a) The magicians (who were also scholars) 
 (b) The astrologers  (who were also stargazers) 
 (c) The sorcerers (who were also the mediums of the day) 
 (d) The Chaldeans (who were the wise men of Babylon) 
 
•  The magicians didn’t just perform magic tricks for the king. 
 -  They were to repel demons and evil spirits through special spells and incantations. 
  •  They dealt in magic. 
•  The astrologers were prophets who studied the stars and horoscopes hoping to predict the future. 
•  The sorcerers were wizards who dabbled in the occult. 
•  The Chaldeans were a special class of elite wise men from the Babylonian priesthood. 
 -  Serving in the temple of Bel-Merodach.  They could communicate with the gods. 
 
Interesting note:  Beginning in verse 4, Daniel goes from being written in Hebrew to being written in 
Aramaic.  Daniel 2:4 – 7:28 is in Aramaic.  The rest of the book is written in Hebrew. 
 
•  The most logical explanation is that Daniel recorded material that concerned the Gentile world in 
Aramaic (the world language of the day) but wrote those portions that related to the Jews in their native 
Hebrew. 
 
•  Daniel had been studying Aramaic for the past three years.  So this would’ve been easy for him. 
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•  Remember God’s orchestrating all the events in Daniel’s life to bring about His Sovereign purposes. 
 
Dr. J. Vernon McGee, “The significance of this change is quite remarkable:  God is now speaking to the 
world, not just to His nation.  Israel has gone into Babylonian captivity.  God has taken the scepter out of 
the line of David, and He has put it in Gentile hands.  It will stay there until the day He takes the scepter 
back.  When He does, nail-pierced hands will take the scepter, because it is God’s intention for Jesus to 
reign.” 
 
Now notice what happens here: 
 
Verse 3.  The King tells the wise men he wants them to tell him about his dream. 
 
Verse 4.  The wise men (Chaldeans) ask the king to tell them about his dream. 
  
Here’s the point:  They were frauds and they knew it.  They were quite certain they could come up with 
some kind of mumbo-jumbo interpretation that would satisfy the king. 
 -  But when he asked them to tell him what the dream was, they were caught. 
  
•  Like the equally phony psychics and astrologers of our day who write horoscopes, astrological 
forecasts and pretend to know the future for others, they couldn’t tell the king what his dream was. 
 
ILL.  Remember when the Psychic friends network was forced out of business in March of 1992? 
 -  If they were legitimate psychics who could foretell the future, why didn’t they see that coming? 
 
Verse 4.  “O king, live forever.”  They were trying to get on his good side. 
 - “Tell us the dream and we’ll interpret it for you.” 
 
Verses 5-6.  He was smart enough to know if they had the powers they claimed, they could not only 
interpret the dream but they could also tell him what the dream was. 
 
•  Some scholars have speculated that Nebuchadnezzar had forgotten the dream. 
 -  That’s possible.  We all have dreams we can’t remember. 
 
•  But a more reasonable and logical explanation is that this brilliant king realized this was no ordinary 
dream and he really wanted to understand it. 
  
Verses 7-9.  The king tightens the noose around them. 
 -  He has already told them if they can’t tell him the dream they’re dead (vs. 5). 
 -  “I don’t want you conspiring to tell me misleading and wicked things.” 
 
Interesting note:  In verse 6, Nebuchadnezzar offered them gifts, rewards and great honors if they could 
tell him the dream. 
 -  If a single wise man among them really possessed the ability to interpret dreams they would’ve  
 stepped forward right then and there.  (But no one did.) 
 
Verse 10.  “There isn’t a man on earth who can do what the king asks!” 
 -  They also said, “No other king has ever done this to any of his magicians or astrologers.” 
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Verse 11.  “What the king asks is too difficult.  No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they 
do not live among men.” 
 -  What an indictment against all the idol worship in Babylon. 
 -  “There are gods.  But we have no connection with them.” 
 
Verses 12-13.  The king realized his wise men were nothing but fools. 
 
•  So Nebuchadnezzar exposes them. 
 -  Like Moses and Aaron defeating the magicians of Pharaoh and the gods of Egypt (vs. Ex. 7-12) 
 -  Like Elijah on Mt. Carmel defeating the false prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18) 
 -  Like Paul exposing Elymas the sorcerer in Acts 13. 
•  He ordered all of them to be killed.  “All the wise men of Babylon” (vs. 12). 
 
(1) THE KING’S DREAM 
(2) THE KING’S DEMAND 
(3) THE KING’S DELIVERANCE (Daniel 2:14-45) 
 -  Nebuchadnezzar was convinced that no one could help him with his dream so he ordered all of  
 the wise men in Babylon to be killed. 
 -  But God had another plan.  He always does.  (God’s always working behind the scenes.) 
  
 Three things happen in these next 32 verses: 
 (a) An Intervention 
 (b) An Intercession 
 (c) An Interpretation 
  •  God’s going to intervene and God’s man will interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 
 
 (a) An Intervention (vs. 14-24) 
  •  There was a death sentence hanging over Daniel and his three friends. 
  •  Verse 13, “So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and men were sent to look 
  for Daniel and his friends to put them to death.”  
  •  Arioch, the commander of the King’s palace guard, was on a mission to round up all the wise 
  men and kill them. 
 
•  There are actually TWO INTERVENTIONS here. 
 -  God intervenes and Daniel intervenes. 
 -  God intervenes on Daniel’s behalf.  Daniel intervenes on behalf of all the wise men. 
 
Verse 14.  When Arioch arrives, Daniel greets him with “wisdom and tact.”  
 -  Daniel isn’t in the corner cowering in fear. 
  •  He’s calm and even courageous in the face of the man who has come to kill him. 
 -  Where do you get that kind of courage and confidence?  Faith in God.   
 
Daniel’s commitment to God gave him courage concerning God’s commitment to him. 
•  In Daniel 3, when Daniel’s three friends are about to be thrown into a fiery furnace, they answer the 
king, “The God we serve is able to save us from it and he will rescue us from your hand.  But  even if he 
does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold 
you have set up.”  (Daniel 3:17-18). 
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•  Daniel responds with a question that clearly disarms Arioch? 
 “Why did the king issue such a harsh decree?” (vs. 15) 
 
•  “Why’s the king all fired up and wanting to kill everybody?” 
 
Note:  Isn’t it interesting that Daniel won the devotion of Ashpenaz, the chief of Nebuchadnezzar’s court 
officials. 
 -  Now he’s disarmed Arioch, the commander of the palace guard. 
 
Verse 16.  Daniel goes in to the king to ask for more time so that he might interpret the dream for him. 
 -  The king had already refused the same courtesy to the other wise men (vs. 8). 
 
Why the difference?  The Intervening hand of God. 
 -  Because of his faithfulness, Daniel had the favor of God. 
  
•  Arioch may also have had a hand in arranging for this meeting. 
 
John Walvoord: “In verse 16, only the briefest summary is offered of what actually transpired.  
Undoubtedly, Daniel expressed to Arioch the possibility that he could interpret the dream and secured 
Arioch’s cooperation in going before the king.  It would hardly have been suitable, especially with the 
king in the mood he was in, for Daniel to go in to the king unannounced without proper procedure.  
Possibly, the king  by this time had cooled down a bit.  In any event, Daniel was given his audience in 
which he asked for time and promised to show the king the interpretation.” 
 
 (a) An Intervention 
 (b) An Intercession (vs. 17-23) 
  •  Daniel returned home and shared what had happened with his friends. 
   -  They already knew about the death sentence.  They were to be killed along with Daniel. 
   -  But they didn’t know about the reprieve Daniel had just secured from the king. 
   
•  Prayer played a huge role in Daniel’s life, as we shall see even more as we move through this study. 
  •  He encourages his three friends to pray and ask God for mercy. 
   1. Mercy so they wouldn’t be executed. 
   2. Mercy so he could understand the mystery of the king’s dream. 
 
Daniel 1:17.  “To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature 
and learning.  And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.” 
 
Verse 18.  Notice the phrase, “Plead for mercy from the God of Heaven ...” 
 -  The title “the God of Heaven” is only found in the O.T. books of the captivity:  Ezra, Nehemiah  
 and Daniel. 
 -  It’s found in only one book in the N.T.:  Revelation. 
 
•  God had withdrawn from their midst.  He’d forsaken His throne in Jerusalem.  The glory had gone up to 
Heaven, and He was no longer called the Lord of the earth. 
 -  It’s a title that belongs to the “times of the Gentiles.” 
 -  God rules from Heaven rather than from between the cherubim in the temple as the God of Israel. 
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H.A. Ironside: “He will never again be owned as the Lord of the whole earth until the Millennium.”  
 
 
 (c) An Interpretation (vs. 24-45) 
  •  Now, Daniel is going to interpret the dream for the king. 
 
 
 
(1) THE KING’S DREAM 
(2)   THE KING’S DEMAND 
(3) THE KING’S DELIVERANCE 
(4) THE KING’S DECLARATION  (Daniel 2:46-49) 
 
 


