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“DANIEL,” Message #3                          Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“COMMITTED – PART 2” 
(Text: Daniel 1:3-21) 

  
ILL.  David Jeremiah in his new book Living With Confidence In A Chaotic World, shares the following 
story:   
 Not long ago, eight hundred buses in England, Scotland, and Wales carried banners on their side, 
designed and paid for by atheists. One of the slogans said, “There’s probably no God.  Now Stop 
Worrying and Enjoy Your Life.”  Some people agreed with the slogans on the buses.  Some ignored 
them.  But a man named Ron Heather, a 62-year-old bus driver, was horrified as he read the words 
plastered on the side of his assigned bus.  He knew he couldn’t drive a bus bearing that message.  
 So Ron Heather took a stand and refused to drive the bus.  Since there were no alternate buses he 
could drive, he simply went home.  If it came to quitting his job, he was ready for that, too, even in the 
economic realities of 2009.  He wouldn’t support the mocking of his faith. 
 Heather didn’t know what to expect when he returned to work the next day.  His supervisors told 
him he could drive a bus that didn’t bear such a banner.  And the result was this:  Heather’s story, told all 
over the world, is having an influence vastly broader than that of a few buses bearing cynical messages.  
His courage and consistency are inspiring others to be hold in the workplace. 
 
•  We find the same kind of courage and consistency in the lives of the four young men in Daniel 1: 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 
 
•  In 605 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar captured the city of Jerusalem, taking with him some of the best young 
men Judah had (Daniel 1:1-2). 
 -  He came back two more times to attack Jerusalem. 
 -  On his second visit he plundered the temple, deported thousands of soldiers, craftsmen, political  
 leaders and leading citizens and took all the vessels from the house of the Lord. 
    
•  On his final visit, he destroyed the temple, tore down the walls and burned Jerusalem to the ground. 
 
•  Isaiah, Jeremiah (Jeremiah 25:1-14), Micah and Habakkuk warned this was going to happen 
(Habakkuk 1:5-11). 
 
•  God said He was going to “raise up the Babylonians.” 
 -  That’s exactly what He did.  And they carried God’s people away into captivity for 70 years. 
 
•  For years, the prophets had warned the leaders and people of Judah their sin would lead to the 
destruction of their nation. 
 -  Immorality, idolatry and complete injustice to the poor and destitute would not be tolerated. 
 
•  Through Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians, God was administering justice on the people of Judah 
for their sins. 
  
•  He was also winding up His prophetic time clock to start ticking toward the end of the age. 
 -  He was setting things in motion that would lead to the certain return of His Son. 
 -  God was laying out His Sovereign Plan for the nations of the world and for Israel, His  
 chosen people. 
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•  When King Nebuchadnezzar captured the city of Jerusalem He took captives with him. 
 
 Last time, we noticed: 
 (a) Who He Selected (vs. 3-4) 
  •  Nebuchadnezzar always took for himself the cream of the crop of the captives from whatever  
  city or nation he’d just conquered. 
   
WHO did he SELECT and how did he go about it? 
At the top of the list for King Nebuchadnezzar was: 
(1) Personal Appearance (vs. 3-4b) 
 -  They had to have the right background (from the royal family and nobility.) 
  •  Some scholars believe Daniel and his three friends were part of Zedekiah’s family. 
   -  Josephus, the Jewish historian believed this. 
  •  That would’ve made King Josiah their grandfather.  
 -  They were to be young.   Most scholars believe they were 14-15 when taken captive. 
 -  Without any physical defect.  Handsome 
•  This explains a lot about Nebuchadnezzar.  He only wanted the best to serve in his palace. 
  
They also had to possess the: 
(2) Potential for Advancement (vs. 4c) 
 -  Showing aptitude for every kind of learning. 
  • Nebuchadnezzar was going to essentially attempt to brainwash them. 
 - Well informed and quick to understand.  Qualified to serve in the King’s palace. 
  
 (a)  Who He Selected 
 (b) What He Expected (vs. 4d-5) 
  •  Nebuchadnezzar had high expectations for his captives. 
  •  There were specific things He wanted done. 
 
  (1) His Subjects (vs. 4d) Certain things were to be taught. 
   - They were to be taught the language of the Babylonians. 
   - They were to be taught and schooled in the literature of the Babylonians. 
    •  They would study the scholars, thinkers, historians and philosophers. 
   -  He didn’t want just to educate them.  He wanted to brainwash them. 
 
  (2) His Sustenance (vs. 5) 
   - They were assigned specific foods and wines and specific portions of each. 
   - The king wanted them strategically disciplined on a strict diet. 
 
Verse 6c.  All of this would take three years and after that, if they were qualified, they’d begin serving in 
his Palace. 
 
  (3) His Substitution (vs. 6-7)  
   -  They were to be given new names. 
   -  Everything was going to be new:  new clothes, new living quarters, new language, new 
   education, new everything. 
    •  Most significant was the substitution of their names. 
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•  Nebuchadnezzar wanted to give them new names, new gods and new loyalties. 
 -  Each of the four new names given exchanged the name of God for the name of a Babylonian  
 idol, one of the false gods of Babylon. 
 
DANIEL means: “God is judge” or “My Judge is God” or “God has judged.” 
 -  His name was changed to BELTESHAZZAR, which means: “May Bel protect his life.” 
   
HANANIAH means: “Jehovah is gracious” or “Jehovah has been gracious.” 
 -  His name was changed to SHADRACH, which means: “Command of Aku” (the moon god of  
 Babylon). 
   
MISHAEL means: “Who is like God?” or “Who is what God is?” 
 -  His name was changed to MESHACH, which means: “Who is what Aku is?” 
     
AZARIAH means:  “The Lord is my Help” or “The Lord has helped me.” 
 -  His name would be changed to ABEDNEGO, which means: “Servant of Nebo.” 
   
(a) Who He Selected 
(b) What He Expected 
(c) How They Reacted 
 
Verse 8.  “But Daniel ...” 
 -  Daniel clearly is the leader of this group.  He’s also their spokesman. 
 
Daniel 2:17-18.  When King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that greatly troubled him, his advisers, 
astrologers and wise men couldn’t interpret it.  So he ordered all of them to be killed. 
 -  Daniel went to appeal to the King and asked for time to interpret it. 
 -  He came back and told Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah they needed to pray with him and ask God  
 for supernatural help to interpret the dream and mercy so they wouldn’t be executed along with the  
 others. 
 
Verse 8. “But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief 
official for permission not to defile himself this way.” 
 -  Daniel takes a stand for God and does it in a heathen court. 
  •  Under normal circumstances this would’ve been fatal. 
 
• Changing their names wasn’t going to change their hearts.  These four young men were committed. 
 
There’s a phenomenal principle revealed here. 
•  Did you notice vs. 8 begins, “BUT DANIEL ...” 
•  And vs. 9 begins, “NOW GOD ...” 
 
•  Daniel took a stand and found out God had already been standing up for Him. 
  
•  Until you stand up for God you’ll never know what God CAN do and what God HAS ALREADY DONE!! 
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1. Daniel’s Request (vs. 8-14) 
 -  Daniel asked permission.  He didn’t demand some kind of preferential treatment. 
  •  Some Christians today believe the world should give us preferential treatment. 
   -  After all, we’re Christians. 
 
•  Yet, Jesus said, “if the world hated me, they’re going to hate you.”  
 -  Luke 21:17, “All men will hate you because of me.” 
 
•  Daniel was a man of courage and confidence.  But he was also a man who practiced courtesy. 
 -  Instead of defying authority, Daniel made a dignified request. 
 
•  Unfortunately, sometimes our disposition hinders our ability to share our position. 
 -  Sometimes people who take a stand for God do it in such an obnoxious, disgusting way that the 
 focus becomes on how they stood rather than what they were standing for. 
 
2. The Official’s Response (vs. 10 & 14) 
 -  His initial response is, “I can’t do what you’re asking because if it doesn’t work, the King will kill  
 me.” 
 -  Daniel suggests a ten-day trial to see if it works (vs. 11-13). 
 -  Ashpenaz, chief of the court officials agrees to the test. 
 
John Phillips:  “The temptation that Eve faced in Eden was based on food.  The first temptation that 
Jesus faced in the wilderness was based on food.  The temptation that Daniel and his friends faced was 
based on food.  To eat or not to eat, that was the question.  And, as the balance came down, two worlds 
were at stake – this one or the world to come.” 
 
3. The Trial’s Results (vs. 15-16) 
 -  After the ten day trial, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier and better nourished than the  
 others who had been eating the royal food. 
 -  Ashpenaz took the royal food and wine away from the others and put them on Daniel’s diet. 
 
Why didn’t Daniel and the others want to eat the King’s food? 
•  They could’ve very easily said, “When in Babylon do as the Babylonians do.” 
•  They could’ve easily excused themselves and said, “We’re under orders from the king to do this.” 
 -  But they didn’t. 
 
Two basic objections: 
1. They wouldn’t eat unclean foods (foods prohibited by the Mosaic Law – Lev. 11 & Deut. 14.) 
2. They wouldn’t eat food offered to idols.  (That was detestable to godly Israelites.) 
 -  Remember, God was bringing the Jews to the center of Idolatry to break them of their own  
 idolatry. 
   
What about the food they ate?  Was their diet just vegetables and water? 
•  The short answer is no.  
 -  The word for “vegetables” in vs. 12 comes from a Hebrew word meaning “that which grows from  
 sown seed.” 
 -  It would include not only vegetables but also fruits, grains and bread made from grains. 
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1. Daniel’s Request 
2. The Official’s Response 
3. The Trial’s Results 
 
4. A Supernatural Revelation (vs. 17) 
 -  God gave these four young men supernatural knowledge and understanding of all kinds of  
 literature and learning.  (Beyond what the Babylonians were teaching.) 
 -  Daniel was given the specific, supernatural ability to understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 
  •  He was going to need this in the days ahead. 
 
•  God always gives us what we need before we need it. 
 
Genesis 22:8, Isaac said to Abraham, “But where’s the sacrifice?”  Abraham said, “God will provide.” 
 
1 Corinthians 10:13, “When you are tempted, God will always provide a way out.” 
 
Luke 21:15, “For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or 
contradict.” 
 
 (a) Who He Selected 
 (b) What He Expected 
 (c) How They Reacted 
 (d) How He Inspected (vs. 18-21) 
  1.  The King was overwhelmed by their wisdom and knowledge. 
   -  He found them “ten times better” than everyone else in his kingdom (vs. 20). 
  2. He immediately put them into his service (vs. 19) 
  3. The issue of food and wine never came up. 
 
Verse 21, “And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.” 
 -  Daniel saw the seventy years of captivity begin and he saw it end. 
 -  He saw others come and go and he just kept standing for God. 
 
•  God gave Daniel special insight and special influence, living in a pagan palace in a heathen land. 
 
 -  But it wasn’t the special food he ate that did it. 
 
•  What made the difference for Daniel and his three friends was the fact they were committed to God. 
 -  No matter where, no matter when, no matter who they were around, they decided they were  
 going to do what was right and stand for God. 
 
 
Psalm 25:14, “The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him” (KJV). 
 
 


