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“DANIEL,” Message #10                          Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“WHEN NIGHTMARES COME TRUE – Part 2” 
(Text: Daniel 4:1-37) 

  
•  The 4th Chapter of Daniel is one of the most unique chapters in all the Bible. 
 -  It’s the testimony of a king – King Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
•  This isn’t written by Daniel about King Nebuchadnezzar. 
 -  This is written by King Nebuchadnezzar about himself and shared not only with Daniel but the  
 entire world. 
 
There are four acts to this play: 
1. A king cowering on his bed. 
2. A king crowing on his roof. 
3. A king crawling on his knees. 
4. A king confessing on his throne. 
 
(1) THE COWERING KING (Daniel 4:4-27) 
 First of all, we see ... 
 (a) A terrifying dream (vs. 4-5). 
   
Verse 5.  “I had a dream that made me afraid.  As I was lying in my bed, the images and visions that 
passed through my mind terrified me.” 
 -  Suddenly, the king’s carefree life came crashing in around him. 
 
 A terrifying dream ... 
 (b) A troubling decision (vs. 6-7) 
  •  He repeats the same mistake he made in Daniel 2:1-6. 
  •  He goes back to the same fools expecting to find fresh wisdom. 
  
Verse 7.  This time Nebuchadnezzar told them the dream.  Last time he didn’t (Daniel 2:5-6). 
 -  Desperate times call for desperate measures. 
  
 A terrifying dream, A troubling decision ... 
 (c) A trustworthy declaration (vs. 8-27) 
  •  King Nebuchadnezzar is going to find out not only what the dream is all about, but also what  
  his response should be. 
   
  1. An Illumination (vs. 8-18) 
   -  Vs. 8.  “Finally, Daniel came into my presence and I told him the dream.” 
   -  King Nebuchadnezzar recounts to Daniel what he saw in his nightmarish dream. 
   
•  Belteshazzar was the Babylonian name given to Daniel when he was a young captive years earlier. 
 
Verse 8.  Nebuchadnezzar called Daniel by his Hebrew name and then by his Heathen name.  
 
Verses 9-18.  Nebuchadnezzar describes the dream in minute detail. 
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Details of the dream: 
1. There was a giant tree that reached to the heavens and was seen all over the earth. 
2. This tree was abundant with fruit. 
3. Every living thing on earth benefitted from this tree. 
4. An Angelic Messenger comes from heaven and says to cut the tree down. 
5. The leaves were to be stripped and the fruit to be scattered. 
6. Everything that used to depend on the tree would flee. 
7. All that would be left is a stump. 
 
•  In the middle of the dream the tree goes from being an “it” to a him. 
 
8. Whoever this was would live outside among the animals and plants of the earth (vs. 15). 
9. The mind of this man would be changed into that of a beast. 
10. This would happen over a period of seven years. 
 
Footnote:  Apparently, Daniel really loved Nebuchadnezzar.  In spite of everything that had happened 
and everything he’d done. 
 -  How do we know that?  
 
Verse 19.  Daniel was “perplexed for a time, and his thoughts terrified him.” 
  
Verse 19b, “My lord, if only the dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to your adversaries!”   
 
 BUT IT DIDN’T! 
 
•  Daniel provides a terrific example of how to preach the judgment of God to people. 
 
ILL.  Years ago, in London there was a large gathering of some pretty notable people for a concert.  One 
of the invited guests was a famous preacher, Caesar Milan.  A young lady charmed the audience that 
night with her singing.  After the concert, Milan went up to her and graciously, but very boldly, said to 
her, “I thought as I listened to you tonight how tremendously the cause of Christ would be benefited if 
your talents were dedicated to His cause.  You know, young lady, you are a sinner in the sight of God, 
but I am glad to tell you that the blood of Jesus Christ can cleanse you from all sin.” 
 That lady became so angry at the preacher that she stomped her feet and walked away.  As she was 
leaving he said, “I mean no offense.  I will pray that God’s Spirit will convict you.” 
 The young lady went home, but she couldn’t sleep.  The face of the preacher appeared before her, 
and his words rang through her mind.  About two o’ clock in the morning, she got out of bed, took a 
pencil and piece of paper and with tears rolling down her face, Charlotte Elliot wrote:  “Just as I am, 
without one plea, But that Thy blood was shed for me, And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, O Lamb of 
God, I come.” 
 
•  The KEY to the entire chapter is found in verse 17: 
 
 “The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the verdict, so that the living may 
 know that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he 
 wishes and sets over them the lowliest of men.” (KJV – “basest”). 
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•  This dream was sent to teach an important lesson:  GOD IS IN CONTROL! 
 -  God had seen enough of Nebuchadnezzar’s pride and was going to deal with it. 
 
Proverbs 8:13, “I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech.” 
Proverbs 16:5, “The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.” 
Proverbs 16:18, “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” 
Proverbs 11:2, “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.” 
 
•  The King could issue his decrees, but it was ultimately the decrees from Heaven that ruled the events 
on earth. 
 
Psalm 103:19, “The Lord has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules over all.” 
 
J. Vernon McGee, “God says that He puts on the throne of this world the basest of men.  In other words, 
God gives us the kind of rulers we deserve and the kind we want.  There have been many rulers who 
had bats in their belfries and who were off their rockers.  God says He sets over the kingdoms the basest 
of men: twenty-five hundred years of history since Nebuchadnezzar have demonstrated the truth of this 
statement.” 
  1. An Illumination 
  2. An Interpretation (vs. 19-26) 
   -  Daniel didn’t immediately interpret the dream for King Nebuchadnezzar. 
    •  Verse 19 says he “was greatly perplexed for a time, and his thoughts terrified him.” 
    •  KJV says it was “for one hour.” 
   -  The king said, “Don’t let the dream or its meaning alarm you.”  (Vs. 19b) 
    
When Daniel finally begins to interpret the dream, he doesn’t hold anything back! 
 
   (a)  “The tree you saw is you!”  (vs. 20-22) 
 
•  Years earlier, Daniel had told Nebuchadnezzar he was the “head of gold” on the giant statue he 
dreamed about (Daniel 2:38). 
 
In the Bible TREES can represent several things: 
1. A man (Psalm 1:3) 
 “He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does  
 not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.” 
2. A nation (Ezekiel 31:3) 
 “Consider Assyria, once a cedar in Lebanon, with beautiful branches overshadowing the forest.” 
3. The Kingdom (Matthew 13:31-32) 
 “Though it (the mustard seed) is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of  
 garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.” 
4. Israel and the Gentiles (Romans 11:16-24) 
 -  The Olive Tree 
 -  “The natural branches and the grafted branches.” 
 
•  Here, (vs. 20-22), the tree represents the king primarily and his kingdom.   
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Verse 23.  “You saw a messenger, a holy one coming down from heaven and saying. ‘Cut down the tree 
and destroy it, but leave the stump, bound with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field, while its roots 
remain in the ground.” 
 -  KJV, “A Watcher” 
 
Psalm 139:7-12.  You and I can’t get away from God. 
 -  Daniel 4:23. The angels (“watchers”) are messengers from God. 
  1.  They carry out the Word of God (Luke 2:9-14). 
  2.  They carry out the wishes of God (Isaiah 37:36). 
   -  The angel of the Lord killed 185,000 Assyrians. 
  3.  They care for the people of God (Hebrews 1:14). 
   -  “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?” 
 
   (a) “The tree you saw is you!” (vs. 20-22)  
   (b) “The tree is to be cut down but the stump is to be left” (vs. 23b) 
    •  This symbolized the removal of Nebuchadnezzar and the disgrace he would  
    experience. 
     
Verse 26.  “Your kingdom will be restored when you acknowledge the sovereignty of God.” 
 -  The remaining stump “bound with iron and bronze” indicated he would be protected until God’s  
 purposes were fulfilled and he would reign again. 
 
   (c) “You will live with the wild animals for seven years” (vs. 23c-25) 
     
Daniel 5:21.  Later on, Daniel would tell his grandson, Belshazzar that Nebuchadnezzar lived with the 
wild donkeys.” 
 
  1. An Illumination (vs. 8-18) 
  2. An Interpretation (vs. 19-26) 
  3. An Invitation (vs. 27) 
   - “Therefore ...”  
   -  Daniel appeals to the king. “In light of all this ...” 
   -  Daniel calls him to repentance:  “Renounce your sins by doing what is right.” 
 
•  God always sends a warning before He sends judgment. 
 -  This was God’s final warning to Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
QUESTION:  How do you know when it’s God’s final warning?  YOU DON’T. 
 -  Daniel appealed to the king to repent and possibly reverse the judgment that was coming. 
 
So what happened?  God gave Nebuchadnezzar another year of grace (vs. 29, “12 months later.”) 
 -  But the king didn’t do a thing. He made the wrong decision! 
 
Verse 28, “All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar.”   


