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“ACTS” Series, Message #51                         Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 

 
“THE FINAL CHAPTER” 

(Text:  Acts 28:1-31) 
 

•  In our last study, we saw the qualities of a faithful leader. 
 -  Tonight, we’re going to see the blessings of a faithful God upon a faithful leader. 
  
•  Paul and his companions have battled a hurricane for fourteen days and have now arrived safely on a 
small island called Malta. 
 -  It’s here that we pick up the narrative and it’s here that Paul begins the final stretch of his trip to  

Rome. 
 
•  To help you understand what’s going on in our text tonight, there are SIX THINGS that play a major 
role in this “final chapter. 
 
(1) THE STRANGERS (Acts 28:1-2) 
 -  These pagans are unbelievably hospitable. 
 -  Christians are supposed to be hospitable.  (1 Timothy 3:2/Leaders;  1 Peter 4:9/Believers) 
 -  Malta means “refuge” or “escape.” 
 -  Vs. 2, it was early November and they’ve just gotten out of freezing water. 
 
•  God takes special note of how people treat His children. 
 -  Genesis 12:2-3.  Abraham. 
 -  Matthew 25:31-46.  The Sheep and the Goats. 
 
Verse 2.  “They built a fire.”  This is a huge bonfire.  (Remember there were 276 on the ship.) 
 
Note:  How can pagans be hospitable?  (Romans 2:14-15.  It’s “written on their hearts.”) 
 
(2) THE SNAKE (Acts 28:3-6) 
 -  Vs. 3.  Paul’s doing what needs to be done.  (Leading by example.) 
 -  Viper:  this snake is very poisonous. 
 -  Vs. 4.  He definitely must be a criminal.  (Bad things only happen to bad people.) 
 -  “Justice” is the name of a goddess, daughter of Zeus (vs. 4) 
 
Note:  Even pagans have a sense of justice – right and wrong (Romans 1:18) 
 
 -  Vs. 5.  Paul shakes off the snake. 
  •  Apostolic promise:  Luke 10:17-20;  Mark 16:17-18. 
  •  Romans 16:20.  The final shaking off of the snake. 
 
(3) THE SITUATION (Acts 28:7-11) 
 -  Vs. 7-8.  The chief official of the island entertained them.  (His father was very ill.) 
  •  Paul goes in and heals the guy.  All the other sick people start coming to Paul. 
  •  The Apostolic gift of healing:  the ability to grant someone complete healing. 
 -  Vs. 9-10.  Paul probably established a church here. 
 -  Vs. 11.  They were here for three months. 
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(4) THE SEND OFF (Acts 28:10-14) 
 -  Vs. 10.  They honored them and gave them all kinds of supplies for the trip. 
 -  Vs. 11.  They board another Imperial ship.  (Alexandrian grain ship.) 
  •  Similar to the one they had before. 
 -  Twin gods: Castor and Pollux (Twin sons of Zeus.  Insured navigational safety.) 
 -  Vs. 14.  They head for Rome. 
 
(5) THE SUPPORT (Acts 28:15-16) 
 -  God surrounds Paul with Christian people (vs. 15) 
 -  These people had traveled quite a ways just to encourage Paul. 
 -  Hebrews 10:24-25. 
 
Proverbs 28:20.  “A faithful man will be richly blessed.” 
 
(6) THE SUMMARY (Acts 28:17-31) 
 (a) Paul Introduces Himself To The Jews (vs. 17-20) 
  Four Key Statements: 
  1. “I have done nothing wrong” (vs. 17) 
  2. “The Romans wanted to let me go” (vs. 18) 
  3. “I appealed to Caesar to defend myself, not to attack the Jews” (vs. 19) 
  4. “It is because of the Messiah that I am in these chains” (vs. 20) 
 
 (b) The Response Of The People (vs. 21-22) 
  -  Vs. 21.  “We haven’t heard a thing.” 
  -  Vs. 22.  “We want to hear about all of this.” 
 
Why Didn’t The Jews Chase Paul To Rome? 
1. They didn’t have a case. 
2. They just wanted him out of Judea. 
3. They’d looked like fools in front of Festus, Felix and Agrippa. 
4. They didn’t want to anger the Emperor and incur his wrath on them. 
 
 (c) Paul Preaches The Gospel To Them (vs. 23) 
  •  He preached JESUS to them from the Law and the Prophets. 
  •  Vs. 23.  “From morning til evening.”  (They had LONG SERVICES!!) 
 
 (d) The Decision Of The People (vs. 24-29) 
  •  Some believe, some don’t (vs. 24) 
 
Is God Done With The JEWS Forever?  NO!!  (Romans 11:17-24) 
 
 (e) The Continuing Story (vs. 30-31) 
  •  Paul was here for two years.  (Why?  Delays.  Lost evidence.  Accusers never show up.) 
  •  The book doesn’t really end.  Implying that the history of the church is still being written. 
  •  What did Paul do for two years?  (Colossians, Philemon, Ephesians & Philippians.) 
 
Verse 31.  Great summary of Paul’s life.  (Will this be said of us?) 


