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“ACTS” Series, Message #50                          Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE TRIP TO ROME” 
(Text:  Acts 27:1-44) 

 
Acts 27 focuses on one major event:  THE SHIPWRECK. 
 -  But, there are many other valuable lessons in this passage as well. 
 
(1) The providence of God (Who’s in control?) 
(2) The character of Paul 
(3) The qualities of godly leadership 
 
•  You really find out the character of a Christian when they’re faced with a crisis. 
 
Note:  Paul was shipwrecked 3 times (2 Corinthians 11:25) 
 
(1) A SIMPLE START (Acts 27:1-12) 
 -  Vs. 1.  “We”  (Luke is back with Paul again.  He’d disappeared in chapter 24.) 
 -  Paul has two Christian companions:  Luke and Aristarchus. 
 -  It was highly unusual for a prisoner to have guests. 
 
•  This speaks highly of Luke and Aristarchus because this was no pleasure cruise. 
 -  Two possibilities:  (1)  They went as slaves of Paul  (2)  They went at Festus’ direction. 
 
 -  Vs. 2b.  This is a port-hopping ship.  It would stay close to the coastline because of the dangerous  

sailing conditions on the Mediterranean. 
 -  Vs. 3.  (Sidon)  Paul was allowed to go and see his friends. 
 -  Most scholars believe Paul was sick and by going into Sidon he got some help. 
 
Note:  The time is probably mid-august when they set sail. 
 -  It was a 9-day trip from Sidon to Myra. 
 
 -  Vs. 6.  Julius, the centurion, finds an Alexandrian ship heading for Italy. 
  •  This was a large ship (276 people could sail comfortably on it – vs. 37) 
  •  It was probably a grain ship. 
 -  Vs. 7.  They got to Cnidus and couldn’t get into port. 
  •  So, they sailed to the lee of Crete opposite Salmone. 
 -  Vs. 8.  They came to a place called “Fair Havens” that was shielded from the wind. 
 -  Vs. 9.  After the Day of Atonement.  (This fell in late September, early October.) 
  •  So, they were already in the dangerous sailing period on the Mediterranean. 
 -  Vs. 10.  Paul said, “This is going to be disastrous.” 
 -  Vs. 11.  But the centurion decided to listen to the pilot and owner of the ship and try to sail on to  

Phoenix.  (On the southwest edge of Crete.) 
 
(2) A SEVERE STORM (Acts 27:13-26) 
 -  Vs. 13.  They thought things had changed with this south wind. 
 -  Vs. 14.  But they soon realize they are in the middle of a hurricane. 
 -  Vs. 15.  They couldn’t get out of the storm, they had to ride it out. 
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 -  Vs. 16-17.  They secured the lifeboat and passed ropes under the ship to secure it. 
 -  Vs. 17.  Fearing they would run aground on the reefs of Syrtis, they did two things:  they put out  

the sea anchor with the hopes it would slow the ship and they also lowered the mainsail.  
 -  Vs. 18-20.  They did everything they knew how to do to save the ship. 

-  Hope is gone.  There’s no other place to turn. 
 -  They hadn’t been eating.  (Why?  Seasickness, too busy trying to stay alive, lost a lot of food.) 
 
Verse 21.  Paul stands up and says, “You should’ve listened to me.” 
 -  Vs. 22.  “Be of good cheer.  No one’s going to die, just the ship will be lost.” 
 -  Vs. 23-25.  God said we’re going to be all right. 
 
Verse 26.  “We will run aground on some island.” 
 
Note:  God establishes Paul’s credibility and His as well.  (God’s going to display His glory.) 
 -  Vs. 24.  God had entrusted the lives of these men to Paul. 
  •  Here’s the prisoner and God has put him in charge.  (God is the One Who promotes.) 
 
•  You could really title this message: “LEADERSHIP IN CRISIS.” 
 -  There is a tremendous need for leaders. 
 
•  A survey of several major seminaries a few years ago revealed that most of the people wanted to be 
no higher than the second man because no one wanted the ultimate responsibility. 
 
 -  In contrast, Paul takes control of this impossible situation. 
 -  Great leaders find solutions to problems. 
 
(3)  A SINKING SHIP (Acts 27:27-41) 
 -  Vs. 27-29.  They finally drop four anchors and pray for daylight. 
 -  Vs. 30.  The crew panics.  (Under the guise of putting out anchors.) 
 -  Vs. 31.  Remember who’s in charge here?  PAUL! 
  •  He tells the centurion to order those guys to stay with the ship. 
  •  The centurion is a believer now. 
 
Verse 33-34.  Paul is calling all the shots. 
 -  “You’re going to need some energy, so you need to eat.” 
 
 -  Vs. 35.  Paul leads them in prayer before they eat. 
 -  Vs. 36.  Notice the effects of Paul’s example. 
 -  Vs. 37-38.  They got rid of the cargo in order to make the ship as light as possible. 
  •  They did this in order to get closer to the shore. 
 -  Vs. 39-40.  They see land and decide to run the ship aground. 
 -  Vs. 41.  The ship starts breaking up. 
 
(4) A SURPRISING SURVIVAL (Acts 27:42-44) 
 -  The soldiers were going to kill all the prisoners to protect their own necks. 
  •  Any escaping prisoner would mean death to all the soldiers. 
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Footnote:  Can you imagine surviving a hurricane for several days and nights, only to get to shore and 
have someone slit your throat? 
 
 -  Vs. 43.  The centurion wanted to spare Paul’s life.  So, he protected everyone’s life. 
 -  Vs. 43.  He ordered those who could swim to jump in.  The rest would float in. 
 -  Vs. 44.  They all got there safely. 
 
Note:  When they jumped ship, the hurricane force winds and waves were still pounding (vs. 41c) 
 
•  As you look back over this passage you can see several great principles of true Biblical leadership.  A 
good leader ... 
(1) Is Trusted (Acts 27:3) 
(2) Takes the initiative (Acts 27:9-10) 
(3) Is a man of good judgment (Acts 27:9-10) 
(4) Speaks with authority (Acts 27:22-26) 
(5) Operates with unwavering faith (Acts 27:25) 
(6) Never compromises his convictions (Acts 27:31) 
(7) Strengthens others (Acts 27:34) 
(8) Leads by example (Acts 27:34-35) 
(9) Is balanced (Acts 27:35)  He prays and he eats. (Spiritual and physical) 
 
  
 


