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“PAUL BEFORE FESTUS AND AGRIPPA” 
(Text:  Acts 25:1-26:32) 

 
•  From Acts 21 on, there’s very little doctrine or ministry activity going on.  It’s just a narrative of Paul’s 
trials and his defending himself in the midst of false accusations. 
 
Why does God take the time to tell us all about Paul’s trials and defenses? 
•  There are some underlying principles: 
 1. The power of an innocent Christian’s testimony. 
 2. The hatred of religious people toward true Christianity. 
 3. The binding power of sin. 
 4. The pattern of persecution. 
 5. The courage of the committed Christian. 
 6. The fact that Christianity stands through the centuries without accusation. 
 7. The power of a totally committed life. 
 8. The providence of God. 
 9. The pattern of behavior for the Christian in the world. 
 
Background: 
 
•  Paul has been a prisoner now for TWO YEARS in the house of Felix (Acts 24:27) 
 -  Felix has been replaced by Porcius Festus as governor of Judea. 
 -  Felix left Paul as a prisoner as one last favor to the Jews who were still angry with him. 
 
•  Upon arriving in Caesarea, Festus is greeted not only with the political turmoil that Felix left behind, but 
also by Felix’s prisoner:  PAUL. 
 
 -  Festus decides to go to Jerusalem to establish some relationships with the Jewish leaders and the  

city officials of Jerusalem. 
 

 -  When he gets there, he’s confronted immediately by these same angry Jews who wanted Paul  
dead. 

 
(1) THE PLOT (Acts 25:1-5) 
 -  Festus is now the governor of Judea.  He took Felix’s place.  (Ruled for only 2 years) 
 -  After 3 days in Caesarea, Festus goes to Jerusalem. 
 -  Vs. 2.  Festus is confronted by these angry Jews. 
  •  It’s been TWO YEARS, but they’re still burning with hatred toward Paul. 
 
•  They try to get Festus to bring Paul to Jerusalem.  Their plan is not for a trial but rather an ambush. 
 -  Remember:  these people claimed to love God.  Yet, they wanted to kill Paul. 
 -  They were religious hypocrites. 
 
Note:  It wasn’t the prostitutes and criminals that hated Jesus.  It was the religious crowd. 
 -  Carnal people can’t stand a godly life. 
 
•  It’s dangerous to live a godly life in a godless world. 
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•  Two years had passed and Paul had been free to love but these people were still slaves to hatred. 
 -  One of the worst forms of slavery is to be a slave to hate. 
 
Quote:  McMillan says, “It’s not what you eat that ruins you - it’s what’s eating you.” 
 
 -  Vs. 4-5.  “You’ll have to come to Caesarea.”  (Another example of the Providence of God.) 
 
Footnote:  Life is like a track.  God has set the track on which everything runs. 
 -  The devil is trying to mess everything up on the train. 
 -  But God is in control. 
 
•  God’s in control here in Acts 25 just as He is in our world tonight. 
 
(2) THE PLEA (Acts 25:6-7) 
 -  Their plea to Festus is the same as the one they made to Felix. 
 -  They accuse Paul of the same three things: 
  (a) Sedition (24:5a)  Roman law 
  (b) Sectarianism (24:5b)  Jewish law 
  (c) Sacrilege (24:6) God’s law 
 
 -  Vs. 7.  They couldn’t prove the charges, but they brought them anyway. 
 
 -  Vs. 8.  Paul denies all three charges. 
 
(3) THE PROPOSALS (Acts 25:9-12) 
 -  In an attempt to resolve this situation, Festus makes a proposal. 
  (a) The proposal of Festus (vs. 9) 
   -  “Would you go to Jerusalem for a trial (a favor to the Jews) and I’ll be your judge”  

(a favor to Paul). 
   -  Festus was really a fair man and was trying to appease everyone. 
 
  (b) The proposal of Paul (vs. 10-12) 
   -  Paul knew they didn’t want a new trial.  They wanted a chance to kill him. 
 
Note:  Had this plan worked, the Jews could’ve won either way. 
 -  If Paul was killed they could blame it on robbers and thieves. 
 -  Or they could blame Festus for not protecting his prisoner. 
 
   -  Paul said, “No, I’ve got a better idea.  Let me go to Caesar.” 
 
•  Paul knew if he got to the highest official in Rome he could be acquitted and go free. 
 
(4) THE PREPARATION (Acts 25:13-27) 
 -  Paul has appealed to Rome, but can’t go without a charge. 
 -  Festus has no idea what to charge him with, since he’s done nothing wrong. 
 -  Agrippa and Bernice arrive to pay homage to the new governor. 
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King Agrippa was Jewish.  So, Festus hoped he could help him find out what to charge Paul with before 
they sent him to Rome. 
 -  He was one of the Herods (a whole family of kings). 
  •  He was the last one. 
  •  Bernice was his sister and wife. (Yes, they were involved in an incestuous relationship.) 
   -  He was Herod Agrippa II the son of number One. 
 
Herod Agrippa I was the one who: 
1.  Beheaded James 
2.  Imprisoned Peter 
3.  Was the one in Acts 12 who was eaten by worms and died. 
 
 -  Herod Agrippa II was the grandson of the Herod in the gospels. 
 -  He was the great, grandson of Herod the Great who killed the baby boys in Bethlehem.  
 
 -  Agrippa agrees to hear Paul (vs. 22) 
  •  He thought it would be fun to hear Paul. 
 
Verse 23.  Agrippa and Bernice arrive with great pomp and an entourage. 
 
 -  Vs. 24.  Festus presents Paul to Agrippa.  This is not a trial.  Just a hearing. 
 
(5) THE PRESENTATION (Acts 26:1-27) 
 -  Paul turns his circumstance into a revival service. 
 -  Paul’s purpose was not to defend himself.  He wanted to win these people to Christ. 
 
Verse 2.  This doesn’t sound like a prisoner does it? 
 
 -  Vs. 6.  “I’m on trial because I believe what the Jews believe:  the resurrection.” 
 -  Vs. 9.  Paul anticipates what Agrippa is thinking. 
 -  Vs. 16-18.  Jesus gave Paul a commission. 
 
Verse 17.  We are taken out of the world and then sent back into the world to transform it with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
 -  Vs. 18.  Here’s the message:  The gospel. 
 
Verse 19.  How could I disobey a message from Heaven? 
 
Verse 20.  Repent and turn to God (salvation) and prove your repentance by your deeds. 
 
Verse 21.  The Jews seized Paul because they couldn’t stand the fact that Gentiles were getting saved. 
 -  But God protected Paul (vs. 22) 
 
Verses 22b-23.  “I’m not saying anything different than the O.T. taught... Moses, etc.” 
 
Verse 24.  Festus says, “You’ve gone mad!” 
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 -  Vs. 27.  Paul backs Agrippa into a corner. 
  •  If Herod says, “Yes, he believes the prophets,” he would be virtually admitting that Jesus  

was the Messiah. 
   
(6) THE POINT (Acts 26:28-32) 
 -  Vs. 28.  “Are you trying to convert me?”  YES!  And everybody else, too! 
 -  Here’s the whole point of the passage:  Verse 29. 
 
 -  Vs. 31.  Agrippa comes up with the same verdict that everyone else had (except the Jews). 
  •  Paul was INNOCENT of all charges. 
 
 -  Vs. 32.  They should’ve let Paul go.  
  •  But they hide behind the fact that Paul had appealed to Caesar. 
  •  This way they could make everybody happy.  “It’s out of our hands.” 
 
In chapter 27, Paul heads for Rome.  You don’t want to miss what happens next. 
 
 


