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“ACTS” Series, Message #48                         Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE MOST TRAGIC WORDS IN THE BIBLE” 
(Text:  Acts 24:1-27) 

 
•  There are some frightening statements in the Bible.  Terrible things that people havesaid. 

- One is found in Numbers 14:2, when the Israelites were wandering in the wilderness and they’d  
 come to the Promised Land. 
 -  They decided not to trust God, not to walk by faith, and the result was their tragic statement: 
 “If only we had died in Egypt!  Or in this desert!”  
 

-  With all that God had done for them, instead of trusting in Him and following Him, they said,   
“We wish we’d never followed you out here—we wish we were dead!”  (That’s tragic!)  

 
•  Another tragic statement is found in Job 2:6, when Job’s wife witnessed the affliction her husband was 
enduring and she encouraged him to: “Curse God and die!”  (That’s a tragic statement!) 
 -  To face life’s difficulties and sorrows with a hateful, God-rejecting spirit is a tragic mistake!  
 
•  Another tragic statement is found in the reaction of the unbelieving Pharisees to Jesus, when they saw 
Him supernaturally heal a man so that he could talk and see.  And the people said, “Could this be the 
Son of David?”  
 -  And the Pharisees answered, “This is the work of Satan.  It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of  
 demons, that this fellow drives out demons.”  
 
What a tragic mistake.  In fact, they committed the unpardonable sin.  
 
•  But of all the tragic words a man can say, I think the words found here in Acts 24 are among the most 
frightening and tragic words a person could ever say: “When I find it convenient ...” (Acts 24:25)  
 -  At first appearance, they don’t appear that tragic.  
 -  But the consequences of such a statement are terrifying.  
 
Felix said to Paul, “That’s enough for now!  You may leave.  When I find it convenient, I will send for 
you.”  (Acts 24:25)  
 -  “Not now.  Some other time.  Perhaps tomorrow.”  
 
READ:  “Tomorrow”  
 
Why Are These Words So Tragic?  
(1) Because almost everyone is saying them.  
 -  The drunk: “I’ll change tomorrow.”  
 -  The person who’s in bondage to sin: “I’ll quit tomorrow.”  
 -  The lost person:  “I’ll get right with God tomorrow.”  
 -  The Christian:  “I’ll re-commit my life tomorrow.  I’ll do more for God tomorrow.”  
   
(2) Because of their paralyzing effect.  
 -  Lack of response makes it impossible to respond.  
 -  Bind my arm, the nerves, muscles and ligaments will atrophy.  
 -  Leave your eyes closed long enough - you’ll go blind.  
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•  Every time we don’t respond to God makes it that much harder for us to respond the next time.  
 -  Until we get to the place where we can hear His voice and not even respond.  
  
These words are tragic ...  
(3) Because they prove our unfaithfulness to God.  
 -  Felix made a tragic mistake when he said, “When it’s convenient, I’ll send for you.”  
 -  You know why?  Because it’s never convenient.   
 
The Setting of our text:  
•  Paul had gone to Jerusalem with the offering from the Gentile churches.  (The brothers are with him.) -  
James & the elders tell him to go take the vow with 4 Jewish brothers.  
 -  At the end of the 7 days a riot breaks out.  
 -  He’s rescued by Claudius Lysias and almost flogged.  
 -  He goes before the San Hedrin.  Shares his testimony and they try to rip him apart.  
 -  He’s taken to Caesarea, by night, with an armed guard of about 500 soldiers.  
 -  Now, he’s in Herod’s Palace.  
 
•  Felix is the governor of Judea.  (He has Pilate’s old job.)  
 -  Paul is here for 2 years.  
 
•  Felix blew it.  He had the Apostle Paul in his house for 2 yrs.  
 -  Just like Judas.  He had Jesus in his close company for 3 years. 
 -  Yet, he wound up committing suicide and condemned himself to Hell because of his unbelief.  
  •  He blew it.  (Judas and Felix have a lot in common.)  
 
(1) THE CHARACTERS (Acts 24:1-2) 

(a) Felix, the governor 
(b) Paul, the prisoner  
(c) Ananias, the high priest  
(d) The elders.  Some leaders from the San Hedrin.  
(e) Tertullus, a smooth tongued Italian lawyer.   

 
(2) THE CHARGE (Acts 24:2b-9)  
 -  Tertullus takes the floor and begins the charge.  
 
 (a) Flattery (vs. 2b-3)  
  •  This is all baloney.  The Jews could’ve never said this.  That’s why they had a lawyer say it.  
  •  Everybody there knew what he was saying wasn’t true.  Including Felix.  
 
Verse 4.  “I could stand here all day and talk about the great things you’ve done.”  
 
 (b) Fables (vs. 5-9)  
 
  1. Sedition (vs. 5a - a violation of Roman Law)  
   -  “He stirs up trouble and rebels against authority.  
   -  Why didn’t Tertullus cite an instance?  (Because he didn’t have one.)  
 
 



2015. All rights reserved. 
 

Page Three  
 
Claudius Lysias had already written to Felix and told him that Paul wasn’t guilty of anything that had to 
do with Roman Law (Acts 23:29)  
 
  2. Sectarianism (vs. 5b - a violation of Jewish Law)  
   -  He was a ringleader of a sect - that’s against the Jews.  
   -  He’s anti-Jewish.  (Guilty of heresy)  
 
  3. Sacrilege (vs. 6 – he’s desecrated the temple – a violation of God’s Law)  
   -  He tried to desecrate the temple.  
   -  They backed off from saying he actually did it because they had no evidence.   
 
Verse 7 is left out but it makes sense to be in.  “You check with Claudius Lysias and he’ll confirm all this.”  
(See Acts 24:22)  
 -  Verse 9, the Jews testified to everything Tertullus said was true.    
 
•  They were saying Paul was guilty in Rome’s eyes, Israel’s eyes and God’s eyes.  
 
Now, Paul has an opportunity to present his side of the story:  
(3) THE CASE (Acts 24:10-21)  
 -  The presentation made by Tertullus was based on false accusations.    
 -  Paul’s defense is based on actual facts.  
 -  Verse 11.  “You can check all this out.”  
 
Note:   Paul doesn’t use flattery (Proverbs 26:28;  Psalm 12:3)  
 
 -  Paul answers the charges:  
  
 (a) Sedition (vs. 10-13)  “I’ve only been here 12 days.  5 were spent here in Caesarea.”  
  •  “I haven’t had time to start a riot.”  (For 7 days Paul was in the temple fulfilling a vow.)  
  •  Verse 11.  “I went to Jerusalem to worship.”  
  •  Verse 12.  “I didn’t argue with anyone or stir up a crowd.”  
  •  Verse 13.  “They can’t prove a single charge they’ve made against me.”  
 
 (b) Sectarianism (vs. 14-16)  
  •  “I’m not a heretic.  I’m a Christian and that doesn’t mean I’m anti-Jewish.”  
  •  “They’re the heretics.  If they really believed in the Law and the Prophets they’d believe in  
  Jesus.” 
  •  Once again he affirms his belief in the resurrection (vs. 15).  
    
Note:  Paul is actually saying, “I’m the only true Jew here.  Because a completed Jew has accepted 
Jesus as Lord.”  (John 5:39-40)  
 
 (c) Sacrilege (vs. 17-21)  
  •  They accused Paul of desecrating the temple and blaspheming God.  
  •  Verse 17.  He came to Jerusalem to bring gifts for the poor.  (I was coming to worship.)  

 •  Verse 18. “I was worshipping in the temple when these Jews showed up.  There was no  
  crowd.  There was no riot.”  
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Verse 19.  “Why aren’t the eyewitnesses here?” 
 
Verse 20.  “Why don’t these people here tell what they found me guilty of when I stood before the 
Sanhedrin?” 
 -  Paul’s saying, “I’ve done nothing against the Law.  This is a theological issue.”  (Verse 21) 
 
Verse 16.  (KEY VERSE)  “I have a clear conscience before God and man.”  
 
(4) THE CHOICE (Acts 24:22-23) 
 -  What’s the verdict?  Only one possible:  INNOCENT! 
  
•   Felix  had a problem.  He had a Roman citizen that needed to be cared for and angry Jews that 
needed to be consoled.  
 -  So, he does what any good politician does:  NOTHING.  
 -  He is well acquainted with Christianity and he postpones the case.  (vs. 22b)  
 
Verse 22.  “When Lysias comes ...”  (There’s no proof that Claudias Lysias ever came to Caesarea.)  
  
Verse 23.  Paul is held under limited house arrest.  (Paul’s friends come and minister to him.)  
 
(5) THE CHRIST (Acts 24:24-27)  
 -  As this chapter closes, we find Felix and his wife Drusilla face to face with Christ.  
 -  Verse 24.  They send for Paul and he preached about Jesus Christ.  
  (a) Righteousness (God’s standard) 
  (b) Self-control (Man’s response) 
  (c) Judgment (Inevitable consequences)  
 
Verse 25.  Felix was afraid.  (He was under conviction.)  
 
Verse 25c.  Felix stops the message.  “That’s enough for now.  You may leave.  When I find it 
convenient, I will send for you.”  
 -  Tragic mistake!  It never became convenient.  
 
Verse 26.  Why did he hope Paul would bribe him?  (So Paul could be let go.)  
 -  Felix wanted money.  (Most corrupt politicians do.)  
 
Verse 27.  Felix lost his job after 2 years and was replaced by Festus.  
 -  As a favor to the Jews he left Paul in prison.  
 
•  But losing his job wasn’t the biggest problem Felix would face.  He lost his soul.     
  


