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“ACTS” Series, Message #47                          Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE PLEA, THE PLOT, & THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD” 
(Text:  Acts 23:1-35) 

 
•  Paul has come to Jerusalem to bring the offering from the Gentile churches and to complete his vow. 
 -  When he arrives he finds out from the elders that there’s a problem with the Judaizers. 
 -  They’ve been telling all the new Jewish converts that Paul is against Judaism.  (Ceremonies, etc.) 
 
•  So, at the request of the elders, Paul goes to the Temple with four Jewish guys and goes through a 
Jewish ceremony to prove he’s not against the Jewish customs and ceremonies. 
 
•  At the end of SEVEN DAYS of purification, a riot breaks out.  Paul’s rescued by Claudius Lysias, the 
Roman Commander and taken into the barracks, where he is to be flogged and questioned. 
 -  Just before they flog Paul, he asks them if they should be doing this to a Roman citizen? 
 -  The Commander is alarmed when he finds out Paul was a Roman citizen. 
 
We pick up the narrative in Acts 22:30 ...  
 
(1) AN EXPLANATION (Acts 23:1-8) 
 -  Paul begins, “My brothers ...” (vs. 1) 
 -  This was not the customary way of addressing the Sanhedrin. 
  •  “Rulers and elders of the people” (Acts 4:8) 
  •  “Brothers and fathers” (Acts 7:2) 
 
•  Paul undoubtedly knew many of them, having probably once been a member of the Sanhedrin himself 
(Acts 26:10). 
 -  Some may have been fellow students along with Paul who studied under Gamaliel. 
 
Verse 1.  “I have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day.” 
 -  Paul had always been motivated by a desire to please God. 
 -  Since he’d acted in obedience to God, by opposing them, they were actually opposing God. 
 
The Conscience ... 
 -  Just because Paul had done all this with a good conscience, doesn’t mean that everything he did  

was right. 
 -  Dr. John MacArthur says, “It should be noted that the conscience does not determine whether  

actions are morally right or wrong - Paul’s conscience had once permitted him to persecute  
Christians.  A conscience uninformed by Biblical truth will not necessarily pass accurate judgments.  
(1 Cor. 4:4)  

 
1 Corinthians 8:7, 10  - A Weak Conscience 
1 Corinthians 8:12  - A Wounded Conscience 
Titus 1:15    - A Defiled Conscience 
Hebrews 10:22   - An Evil Conscience 
1 Timothy 4:2   - A Seared Conscience 
1 Timothy 1:15, 19  - A Good Conscience 
Acts 24:16    - A Blameless Conscience  
1 Timothy 3:9,    - A Clear Conscience 
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•  Outraged by his claim to hold a good conscience, the High Priest, Ananias orders Paul to be struck on 
the mouth.  (vs. 2) 
 -  Paul responds quickly and forcefully (vs. 3) 
 
•  Since Paul had not been formally charged with a crime, much less convicted of one, he could not 
be legally beaten. 
 -  As soon as he learns it was the High Priest, he apologizes (vs. 4-5) 
 
Why did Paul not recognize the High Priest? 
 -  This was a hastily called assembly.   
 -  Paul had been away from Jerusalem for nearly 20 years. 
 -  He would’ve recognized him under normal circumstances sitting in his official seat and wearing  

his high priestly garments. 
 
•  Then, with a stroke of genius, Paul appeals to the Pharisees and their belief in the Resurrection (which 
the Saducees despised and rejected) to bolster his defense (vs. 6-8) 
 
(2) AN EXPLOSION (Acts 23:9-10) 
 -  “There was a great uproar.” 
 -  The place went ballistic.   

-  The Sadducees wanted to silence Paul. 
 -  The Pharisees wanted to support him. (Because he supported them.) 
 
Verse 10.  The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces.  
So, he ordered him back to the barracks. 
 
(3) AN ENCOURAGEMENT (Acts 23:11) 
 -  This seems almost like a parenthetical thought.  But it’s not. 
 -  The Lord came and encouraged Paul. 
  •  “You’re not going to die here.  You’re going to be my witness in Rome.” 
 
•  The Lord knows just the right time, the right place and the right way to encourage us. 
 
Here’s what Paul would later write:  2 Corinthians 1:3-5 
 
 
(4) AN EXECUTION (Acts 23:12-15) 
 -  Just because the Lord encourages you doesn’t mean you won’t face any more problems. 
 -  A group of Jews met the next morning to plot Paul’s execution.  (More than 40 men.) 
  •  They took a vow not to eat or drink until he was dead. 
 -  Verse 14-15. They sought the help of the chief priests, elders and the Sanhedrin, too! 
 -  The fact they even sought the help of the religious leaders indicates the corruption off Israel’s  

highest court. 
 
(5) AN ESCAPE (Acts 23:16-35) 
 -  Paul’s nephew heard about it and told Paul.  Paul sent word to one of the centurions. 
 -  The commander dismissed the young man and made plans to send Paul away. 
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Verse 23-24.  He instructs two of his centurions to put together a rather large group of soldiers (almost 
500 men) to take Paul to Felix, the governor. 
 -  Two hundred soldiers 
 -  Seventy horsemen 
 -  Two hundred spearmen 
 
•  They left around 9:00 p.m. (the third hour of the night) and headed for Caesarea, some 65 miles from 
Jerusalem. 
 -  Paul was also provided mounts. 
 
•  Lysias also included a letter of explanation to Felix. 
 -  Verse 29.  The commander, in actuality, declares Paul’s innocence. 
 
Verse 31.  They made it as far as Antipatris, about 35-40 miles away from Jerusalem. 
 -  There was a military post there, used as a rest stop. 
 -  To make it there in one night would’ve been a grueling trip, especially for the foot soldiers. 
 
Verse 34.  When Felix read the letter and found out Paul was from Cilicia, he agreed to hear his case. 
 -  He would wait until Paul’s accusers could come (vs. 35). 
 -  But then, he would have a trial.  (The first in a series of Roman trials for Paul.) 
 
Verse 35.  Paul was kept in Herod’s Palace.  (Not a prison.) 
 -  God had cared for Paul all along the way. 
  •  He protected him, encouraged him, and provided for him. 
 
A PostScript or a P.S. to this passage ... 
 
What should you and I do when we find ourselves in a situation like Paul? 
 -  1 Peter 5:7, “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” 
 
•  When you know God cares ... you won’t have to. 
 
 -  You can just trust His PROVIDENTIAL SOVEREIGNTY!! 
 
 
 
 


