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“ACTS” Series, Message #46                         Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“ALTERCATION TO ALTAR CALL” 
(Text:  Acts 21:37-22:29) 

 
The Church of JESUS CHRIST has always had a handful of extraordinarily committed people who took 
their stand for God against all odds! They turned their pain and persecution into a platform for preaching 
the Gospel. 
 
This passage shows us the incredible commitment and courage of the apostle Paul as he takes his stand 
for Christ in spite of the opposition. His life is literally “on the line” here. And yet, he is so bold he turns 
this instigation of a riot into an invitation for redemption. 
 
•  Paul has come to Jerusalem to bring the offering from the Gentile churches and to complete his vow. 
 -  When he arrives he finds out from the elders that there’s a problem with the Judaizers. 
 -  They’ve been telling all the new Jewish converts that Paul is against Judaism.  (Ceremonies, etc.) 
 
•  So, at the request of the elders, Paul goes to the Temple with four Jewish guys and goes through a 
Jewish ceremony to prove that he’s not against the Jewish customs and ceremonies. 
 
Acts 21:27.  Paul’s taken prisoner by a mob incited by the Judaizers. 
 -  In our passage tonight, we’ll se Paul’s FIRST DEFENSE. 
  •  He’ll make a total of 6 defenses before the end of Acts. 
 
•  The setting is the Feast of Pentecost.  Jerusalem is packed with Jews. 
 -  The mob is stirred up and they’re beating Paul (Acts 21:32). 
 
Acts 21:33.  The commander steps in to try to find out what’s going on. 
 -  Verse 34.  He orders that Paul be taken away. 
 
Note:  Do you know why all these people are in Jerusalem?  To WORSHIP GOD. 
 -  So, here they are, worshipping God one minute and the next, they’re wanting to murder Paul. 
 
•  Is your Christianity like that? 
 -  If it is, then all you have is a religion that makes no difference in your life or anyone else’s. 
 
Verse 37.  Paul’s not waiting for an OPEN DOOR.  He’s going to kick a few doors down himself. 
 -  He created an opportunity. 
 
From our text, we want to notice THREE THINGS: 
 
1. PAUL’S DEFENSE. (21:37-22:21) 
 -  He speaks to the people in their language:  Aramaic (Acts 22:2) 
 -  “Brothers and fathers ...” (Acts 22:1) 
 
•  He could’ve said, “You dirty, filthy thugs and reprobates.” 
 
Note:  Paul gives his testimony 6 times in Scripture:  Acts 9, 22, 26; Phil. 3; 1 Tim. 1; Gal. 1 
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•  There are three parts to Paul’s defense: 
 
 (1) HIS CONDUCT (22:3-5) 
  a. I am a Jew (verse 3) 
  b. Born in Tarsus of Cilicia (verse 3) 
  c. Brought up in Jerusalem (verse 3) 
  d. Studied under Gamaliel (verse 3) 
  e. Zealous for God (verse 3) 
  f. Persecuted the Christians (verse 4) 
 
•  “I’m just like you!” 
  
  - Verse 3d, “I used to do what you’re doing to me today!” 
  - Verse 5, Paul calls the High Priest and the Sanhedrin as witnesses. 
 
How did they know?  He’d gotten the arrest warrants from them (Verse 5) 
 
 (2) HIS CONVERSION (22:6-16) 
  -  Paul wasn’t on his way to a revival meeting.  He was on his way to arrest some Christians. 
  - Verse 6-9, it was high noon. That makes the “bright light” even brighter! 
  - Verse 10, Paul’s response… 
  - Verse 11, His friends take him to Damascus. 
 
Verse 12.  Ananias was a JEW, a devout observer of the law. Highly respected among the Jews.  
  - Verse 14, Ananias told me, “The GOD of our Fathers has chosen you…” 
  - Verse 15, Here’s the key argument for Paul’s defense. 
   •  A Jew saying the God of Israel told him Paul was to be a witness to all men. 
 
• Verse 16, Water doesn’t wash away sin.  If that’s how Paul was saved that’s how he would’ve preached.   
(Baptism is the public testimony of an inward reality.) 

-  Romans 10:9-10, 13; Ephesians 2:8-9; 1 Corinthians 1:13-17 
 
PAUL TURNS THIS ALTERCATION INTO AN ALTAR CALL. 
 

- Who’s on trial now? The JEWS! 
-  “If you’re going to indict someone, you’ll have to indict God, because He’s the One responsible  
for all this.” 

 
 (3) HIS COMMISSION (22:17-21) 
  - Three years after his conversion, Paul returned to Jerusalem.  

-  Where was he for THREE YEARS?  Galatians 1:17-18 
  - Verse 17.  Even though he’s a Christian, he goes to the temple to pray! 
  - Verse 18, He has a vision and God tells him to get out of Jerusalem. 
  - Verses 19-20, Paul tells God, “Let me stay here…I can be really effective!” 
 
•  Paul is saying, “Lord, let me show these people my transformed life.  They’ll believe once they see the 
transformation.”  (They didn’t believe after seeing Jesus’ miracles.) 
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•  God says, “Get out and get out NOW!  They’re not going to listen.” 
 
Verse 21. Paul says, “God called me to the Gentiles. I even argued with Him about that.”  
 -  “So don’t argue with me - - argue with God.” 
 
2. THE PEOPLE’S DECISION. (22:22-23) 
 - One word set off a “bomb” in these Jews: “GENTILES” (verse 21) 
 - Verse 22, “Get him out of here!” 
 - Verse 23, These people are really upset. Look what they start doing.   

(Ripping their clothes and flinging dirt.” 
 
•  They weren’t rejecting Paul.  They were rejecting God. 
 
3. THE PLEA DECLARED. (22:24-29) 
 - The commander orders Paul to be “flogged” (verse 24) 
 - Just as they’re about to begin, Paul says, “Are you sure you want to do this?” 
 
Note:  The penalty for flogging a Roman citizen was DEATH. 
 -  The Roman officers were alarmed they’d made such a mistake (vs. 26-29) 
 
God equipped Paul for everything he faced.  (1 Corinthians 10:13) 
 
Final note:  Paul really loved these people  (Romans 10:1-4) 


