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“The JEHOVAH Names of God” Series, Message #6                                             Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

 “JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH: THE LORD WHO IS THERE” 
 (Text: Ezekiel 48:35)  

 
•  The last verse, in the final chapter of the Book of EZEKIEL has these words: “And the name of the city 
from that time on will be, JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH: The Lord Is There” (Ezekiel 48:35). 
 
•  To fully understand and appreciate that statement, we have to know the context. 
 -  Ezekiel was one of God’s prophets. A contemporary of JEREMIAH and DANIEL. 
 -  He declared the word of the Lord during a time when the nation of Israel had been totally 
 decimated. 
 
•  The children of Israel had been captured and taken into captivity by the Babylonians. 
 -  The city of JERUSALEM had been seized and the TEMPLE had been utterly destroyed. 
 
•  The people were physically, emotionally and spiritually exhausted. 
 -  The days leading up to all this had been marked by SIN and REBELLION against God. 
  •  God used EZEKIEL to deliver a sobering message of judgment to the nation of Israel. 
 
Dr. John MacArthur: “At least 17 kinds of sin appear in this indictment of Jerusalem’s blood guiltiness, 
and more in vs. 25-29. The only restraint on their evil was their ability. They did all the evil they could, 
and shedding blood seemed to be the most popular.” 
 
•  Not only did they shed blood, but they also participated in illicit idolatry, dishonored their elders, 
despised holy things, profaned the Sabbath, exploited the poor, ignored orphans and widows, 
oppressed foreigners, practiced all forms of sexual immorality, including incest, took bribes and took the 
lives of little children. 
 
 -  Their leaders, both political and spiritual, did nothing to stop any of this.  
  •  In fact, they led the way in rebelling against God. SOUND FAMILIAR? 
 
•  God is a holy God and will not tolerate unholiness. 
 -  It not only MUST BE punished, it WILL BE. That was the message EZEKIEL declared. 
 
Ezekiel 22:30-31. “I sought for a man among them who should build up the wall and stand in the breach 
before me for the land, that I should not destroy it, but I found none. Therefore I have poured out my 
indignation upon them. I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath. I have returned their way upon 
their heads, declares the Lord God.” 
 
PSALM 137 was written by an unknown author about this experience and gives us an unforgettable 
picture of what was going on.  
 
READ: PSALM 137:1-9 
 
•  They’d hung their harps (lyres) on the willow trees and refused to sing the songs of Zion (Jerusalem) 
 -  Not because they’d forgotten how to play their harps or sing.  
  •  But because they had nothing to sing about. 
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•  The Psalmist made this statement “May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember 
you, if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy.”  (Psalm 137:6) 
 -  Here was a musician who had lost his song. 
 
•  The Israelites had lost their song. They’d lost their freedom & their homeland. They were depressed. 
  
YOU KNOW WHY? BECAUSE OF THEIR SIN AND REBELLION. 
 
•  They wondered, “Where is God? Does He care anymore? What will happen to us? What will happen to 
Jerusalem? Is this the end?  
 
•  EZEKIEL, looking down the corridor of prophetic history, picks up his pen and solves the controversy. 
In the future ... 
 

“There is a city and the name of the city from that time on will be, JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH: The  Lord 
Is There” (Ezekiel 48:35). 

 
One commentator said: “Ezekiel had a strange vision – a land without inhabitants, a city without citizens, 
a temple without priests, a ritual without worshipers. In his God-given visions Ezekiel saw the glory of 
God, and recorded its departure from the Temple because of Israel’s idolatry and iniquity. He saw 
judgment upon Jerusalem, and the setting up of THE PRINCE, the second DAVID, as the channel of 
Israel’s future blessing – the judgments upon Gog and Magog – the setting up of an ideal city with the 
restoration of the Temple within it. The name of this ideal commonwealth or kingdom is to be 
JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH – ‘The Lord is there’ – so called because of the manifest presence and power of 
Jehovah therein.” 
 
•  The message from Ezekiel to the Israelites was: “Take your harps off the willow trees and sing a new 
song. Because there is a city whose Builder and Maker is God, and the presence of God is there.” 
 
 -  Ezekiel was saying: “God is real. The city is real. The presence of God is real. You are not  

forsaken. Your burdens are not bigger than your God.” 
 
•  “Rejoice and sing a new song, because the Lord still has all power in Heaven and on earth ... and when 
you need Him, He will be there.” 
 
What’s the APPLICATION for us? 
(1) AT THE END OF IT ALL THERE’S A CITY AND THE LORD IS THERE. 
 -  Ezekiel was given the privilege of seeing the future. 
 -  God let him see the very end of time. He saw a city and saw that God was there. 
 
In Genesis 12, God told Abraham to leave his homeland of UR. Hebrews 11:10 tells us he was “looking 
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.” 
 
•  Isaac looked for a city. Jacob looked for a city. Moses looked. Joshua looked. 
 -  David said in Psalm 48:1, “Great is the Lord, and most worthy of praise, in the city of our God, ” 
 
What city was this?  JERUSALEM. 
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Psalm 48:12-14.  The Psalmist says, “Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers, consider well 
her ramparts, go through her citadels, that you may tell the next generation that this is God, our God 
forever and ever. He will guide us forever.” 

-  “There is a city (Jerusalem) and God is there.” 
 -  Nehemiah looked. Daniel looked. Ezekiel said, “Keep looking. There is a city and God is there!” 
 
•  When you come to the very last book of the Bible, John takes his pen and says: “Here is that city. Set 
upon 12 layers of precious stones. 12 gates made of 12 pearls. There are gates on the North, South, East 
and West, and the streets are paved with gold.” (Revelation 21) 
 
•  It’s a new DAY, a new CITY and a new KINGDOM. And the Bible says, “Of His Kingdom there will be no 
end.” 
 -  JESUS will sit upon the throne and every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is  

Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Ezekiel 48:35, “And the name of the city from that time on shall be: The Lord Is There.” 
 
(2) WE DON’T HAVE TO LIVE IN CAPTIVITY.  
 -  Just as the children of Israel had been taken into captivity – some of you are in captivity today. 
 -  Just as they lost their song – you’ve lost your song. 
  •  Your tongue is stuck to the roof of your mouth. You’ve hung your harp on the willow tree.  
  •  You’ve forgotten how to smile. You’ve lost your joy and given up. 
 
•  You’ve suffered personal defeat after personal defeat, you’ve lost your dream, you’ve lost your vision. 
•  You’ve been removed from your Jerusalem. And all you see around you is failure. 
 -  You’re shackled by fear and uncertainty. 
 
•  Let me tell you something this morning ... Whether you’re in Babylon or the Dallas/Ft. Worth area, you 
need to get your harp off the willow tree and look your enemy dead in the eye and begin to sing a new 
song. 
 
WHY?  Because there is a KING in ZION.  JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH is His name.  
 -  He’s promised to be there when we need Him most. 
 
•  When your life is turned upside down, it’s easy to ask: “Where is God?” 
•  When you’re standing beside a casket, your broken heart tends to wonder, “Where is God?” 
 
•  Thundering back from the pages of the Word of God comes the answer: JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH: THE 
LORD IS THERE! 
 
•  When a close friend betrays you ... when an associate disappoints you ... 
 -  When you’re facing the darkest night of your life ... remember JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH. 
 
•  When you’ve soaked your pillow with tears ... listen for JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH. He’ll say, “I’m right 
here. I’m right beside you.” 
 
•  Anyone can sing when the sun is shining, the seas are calm and the winds aren’t blowing. 
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ILL.  The infamous atheist, ROBERT INGERSOLL was lecturing on the non-existence of God. 
 -  He wrote on the blackboard:  “GOD IS NOWHERE.” 
 -  A young lady walked up and drew a line between the “w” and the “h” and sat down. 
 
ILL.  In 2 Kings 6, Elisha and his servant were surrounded by the Syrian army. 
 -  Elisha prayed that God would open the eyes of his servant to see JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH. 
  • “Don’t be afraid. Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” 
 
•  One of the problems with contemporary Christianity is that we aren’t in awe of the glory of God like the 
O.T. saints were. 
 -  We come into God’s house without awe, respect and reverence. 
 
•  We don’t come looking for a holy God, ready to behold His glory. Instead, we look for everything else.  
(The problem in the parking lot, the unfriendly usher, the off-key singer, the sound system.) 
 
ILL.  Eating in the White House.  (Respect, reverence, awe.)  Not like a backyard barbecue. 
 -  The President is merely a man. 
  •  Yet, many people come into God’s house like they’re going to a movie or a rodeo. 
 -  We ought to come respectfully, reverently, prayerfully, joyfully and expectantly. 
 
WHY? Because GOD IS HERE and He’s going to do something in every life that will worship and adore 
Him. 

-  In the O.T., the Shekinah glory of God filled the Tabernacle. 
  •  No one could go in. They bowed down in reverence outside. 
 
2 Chronicles 7:1-6. When Solomon had finished praying after the dedication of the Temple, fire came 
down from Heaven, consumed the burnt offering and “the glory of the Lord filled the house.” So much so 
that the priests couldn’t enter. (The people bowed down on the ground outside.) 
 
(3) WE DON’T HAVE TO WAIT FOR A CITY SOMEDAY BECAUSE WE HAVE A SAVIOR RIGHT NOW. 
 -  One day, on a hill outside of Jerusalem, Jesus hung on a cross until He died. (Veil ripped in two.) 
 -  Because of Christ’s death on the cross, now the glory of God dwells with man. 
 
BUT WHERE? 1 Corinthians 6:19, “Your body is the temple ...” 
 -  Colossians 1:27, “Christ in you, the hope of glory ...” 

 
•  Did the O.T. saints have a better understanding of being close to God? 
 -  No.  Moses and Solomon saw the glory of God in a cloud. 
 -  The disciples saw the glory of God in JESUS.  
  •  But if we have JESUS as our Lord and Savior, we have THE GLORY OF GOD IN US. 
 
One more ... 
(4) THE CHURCH IS A PREVIEW OF THINGS TO COME. 
 -  Ephesians 2:22. “And in Him, you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which 
 God lives by His Spirit.” 
  • That’s a reference to an earthly sanctuary made up of all of the redeemed.  
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•  But its not enough to be a part of the universal church. We need to be a part of a personal church. 
 
ILL.  Jim Cymbala, The Church God Blesses: “God’s special concern is always focused on local churches 
that spread His gospel and disciple new converts. Jesus, Himself, wrote seven letters to different local 
congregations (Revelation 2 & 3), and was seen walking among them. He has chosen to work here on 
earth through His body, the church.” 
 
•  This building is God’s house and when we gather together to worship Him, His glory fills the place. 
 
•  When people come here with broken, shattered lives, they’re not looking for beautiful buildings. 
 -  They’re not looking for pious platitudes – they can get that at the library. 
 
•  They’re not looking for sophisticated, pseudo-intellectual prima donnas who have all the answers but 
don’t know what the real questions are. 
 -  They’re looking for answers to life. They’re looking for something that works. 
  •  They’re looking for JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH. They may not know it. 
 
•  They’re looking for forgiveness and healing. 
 -  They’re looking for someone who has the power to change their life and make things better. 
 
•  If someone came in here and sat next to you would they find JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH? 
 
JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH will be there for you. 
•  When Joshua prayed – God was there – He held the sun in its place so Joshua could finish the battle. 
•  When Daniel prayed – God was there – He shut the mouths of the lions. 
•  When Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were thrown in the fire – God was there – they didn’t even 
have the smell of smoke on them! 

-  It doesn’t matter who it was, God was there ... and God will be there for you, too! 
 
•  If you’re running from God ... better give up.  (Psalm 139) 
 -  You’ll run into God in the strangest places: Jonah (fish), Balaam (donkey), Moses (bush), Peter 
 (standing by the enemy’s fire). 
 
•  Over and over, God told His people: “Go there!” 
 -  Genesis 12 – Abraham/Ur.  Genesis 35 – Jacob/Bethel. 
 -  We need to get to the place where God wants us to be.  Until you get there, you won’t be blessed. 
 
•  Some people sing, “I’ll go where you want me to go, dear Lord.”   
 -  But they’re unwilling to stay where God wants them to stay. 
 
•  Why doesn’t God answer my prayers? You’re not where you need to be yet. 

 
ILL.  Lights work because they’re plugged into the power source. 
 -  If you’re not where God wants you to be, you might as well be 10 million miles away. 
 
•  When you get where God wants you to be, you’re going to find out JEHOVAH–SHAMMAH is already 
there! 


