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“The JEHOVAH Names of God” Series, Message #5                                            Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“JEHOVAH – RAPHA: THE LORD OUR HEALER” 
 (Text: Exodus 15:1-27)  

 
ILL. The Oklahoma Supreme Court, this past Tuesday (June 30), ruled that a monument with the Ten 
Commandments on it must be removed from the grounds of the State Capitol. The ACLU of Oklahoma 
had filed a lawsuit demanding its removal back in 2013.    
 In a 7-2 ruling, the justices said the monument was in violation of Article 2, Section 5 of the 
Oklahoma Constitution. The article states that public money or property cannot be used or donated “for 
the use, benefit, or support of any sect, church, denomination, or system of religion.” 
 
Four things: 
(1) Has our country collectively and completely gone nuts? 
(2) The monument was purchased with private donations and placed on public land. 
(3) James Madison, one of the primary authors of the Constitution of the United States, said this: 
 “We have staked the whole future of our new nation NOT upon the power of government; far from 
 it. We have staked the future of all our political constitutions upon the capacity of each of ourselves 
 to govern ourselves according to the moral principles of the Ten Commandments.” (The Supreme 
 Court banned the posting of the Ten Commandments on public school classroom walls in 1980.) 
(4) Getting rid of the law doesn’t get rid of lawbreakers. It just makes them feel better about themselves 
 for a few years until they face the Ultimate JUDGE, before Whom we’ll all give an account.  
  
 Romans 14:12, “So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.”  
 
 Hebrews 4:13, “And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes 
 of Him to Whom we must give account.” 
 
•  When will the liberals and secular humanists and atheists and God mockers and God haters admit they 
aren’t going to stop until they get God completely removed from the United States of America? 
  
Talk about insanity ... 
 -  They want to live on God’s earth, breathe God’s air, drink God’s water, enjoy God’s resources 
 and all of God’s blessings, but they don’t want Him interfering with their lives. 
  
 -  They want all the good things from God, but they don’t want Him involved in anything else. 
 
That’s really nothing new. It was going on in our text: EXODUS 15:1-27. 
 
•  God had miraculously and supernaturally rescued His people out of Egypt. 
 -  He’d cut a path through the middle of the RED SEA, so His people could walk across. 
 -  Then, right in front of their eyes, He brought the waters back together again and drowned every 
 single enemy they had. 
 
•  We pick up the narrative in verse 1, and guess what the people are doing? They’re SINGING! 
 -  They’re singing the praises of God. 
 
READ: EXODUS 15:1-6, 11-12, 20-21 
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Talk about a PRAISE SERVICE!  
 -  They had it going on there on the shores of the RED SEA. 
 
Verse 22, “Then Moses made Israel set out from the Red Sea, and they went into the wilderness of Shur.  
 
 -  They went from facing an insurmountable amount of water at the RED SEA, to a place where 
 there was no water. 
 
Verse 23. They came to MARAH and the water was so bitter and they couldn’t drink it. 
 
 Verse 24, “AND THE PEOPLE GRUMBLED ...” 
 
•  Instead of trusting in a miraculous, supernatural God named JEHOVAH–JIREH, Who can provide every 
single thing we could ever need or want, they grumbled against Moses. 
 
•  Three days after the PRAISE SERVICE on the shore of the RED SEA, here they were POUTING and 
COMPLAINING.  
 -  How quickly we can go from being HUMBLY GRATEFUL to being GRUMBLY HATEFUL. 
 
Verse 24. God showed Moses a log lying nearby and told him to throw it into the water. 
 -  Instantly the water became sweet.  
  •  That was a MIRACLE. There isn’t any wood that makes bitter water sweet. 
 
Verses 24b-26. God laid down a statute and established a rule: “If you will diligently listen to the voice of 
the Lord your God, and do that which is right in His eyes, and give ear to His commandments, and keep 
all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians, for I am JEHOVAH 
RAPHA: The LORD, your HEALER.” 
 
Verse 27. After God revealed Himself as JEHOVAH–RAPHA, He led them to ELIM, where there were 
twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they set up camp there. 
 
Several Lessons We Can Learn: 
 
(1) The only way to the Promised Land is to go through the wilderness. 
 -  No one wants to go through the wilderness. But that’s the only way to get to the Promised Land. 
 -  God led them to the wilderness of SHUR. 
  •  When you find yourself in the wilderness, you’ll discover there’s nothing SURE but GOD. 
 
•  The Israelites had to go through MARAH before they could get to ELIM. 
 -  They had to face the test at MARAH before they could enjoy the feast at ELIM. 
   
•  They discovered ELIM once they discovered JEHOVAH–RAPHA. 
 
(2) Some people erroneously believe God will never give us more than we can handle. 
 -  2 Corinthians 1:8, “For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of the affliction we 
 experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of 
 life.” 
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1 Corinthians 10:13, “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he 
will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 
 
•  You won’t be TEMPTED beyond your ability, but you will be TESTED beyond your ability so you’ll learn 
to depend on God. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:9-10, “Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make 
us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and 
he will deliver us.” 
 
(3) The promise of healing in our text was limited to Israel and the timing of the Exodus. 
 -  Vs. 26, “I will put none of the diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians, for I am the Lord, your 
 healer.” 
 
•  The promise that GOD is JEHOVAH–RAPHA isn’t a blank check guaranteeing followers of Jesus will 
never get sick or die. 
 
 There are two extremes when it comes to healing: 
 #1 – God heals everyone, all the time. (If you don’t get healed, there’s sin in your life.) 
 #2 – God doesn’t heal anyone for any reason any more. 
 
#1 –  DOES GOD HEAL EVERYONE? NO. 
  
1) John 5:1-9, Pool of Bethesda. There were multitudes of invalids there – blind, lame, and  paralyzed. 
 Jesus picks one man out of the crowd. 
2) 1 Kings 17, Elijah, in the midst of a great famine. One widow was supernaturally helped. 
3) 2 Kings 5, Elisha, Elijah’s successor, lived in the land of the lepers. Yet God heals one: Naaman. 
4) 2 Timothy 4:20, Paul left Trophimus sick at Miletus. 
 - Paul had a successful ministry, lived a separated life; had faith, was an apostle. What happened? 
 
• To say that God heals everyone, all the time, and if you don’t get healed – you’ve got sin in your life is 
unscriptural. 
 
•  You can name it and claim it, blab it and grab it, dance and prance until you get blisters the size of 
watermelons on your feet, but you’re not going to get God to function by some faith formula. 
 
God does WHAT He wants to do, WHEN He wants to do it, and you can’t HURRY Him, WORRY Him, 
HINDER Him or HELP Him. God is a sovereign God. 
 
#2 – IS GOD OUT OF THE HEALING BUSINESS TODAY? NO. 
 -  60 times in the Old Testament God introduces Himself as JEHOVAH–RAPHA. 
 -  In His first public appearance, JESUS said He’s a healer (Luke 4:18). 

“He went to the synagogue where He read from Isaiah 61:1, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to proclaim the good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 

 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
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•  JESUS closed the book, sat down, and said, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
•  Some say the era of miracles and healing is over. JESUS only healed in Bible times. 
 -  Where does it say that? 
  Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” 
     
What does that mean? 
 -  It means that what He did at the Pool of Bethesda He can do right here in Dallas/Ft. Worth. 
 
HOW DID JESUS HEAL? 
•  He healed with a touch (Matthew 8:15). 
•  He healed with a spoken word (John 5:8-9). 
•  The afflicted touched His robe (Matthew 9:20-22). 
•  He used spittle. (Mark 8:22-26). 
•  He plugged a man’s ears with His fingers and placed spittle on his tongue (Mark 7:33-35). 
•  He spit on the ground, made mud and put it on the man’s eyes (John 9:6). 
•  He healed in absentia. A centurion’s slave was healed back at home when the centurion asked Jesus 
to say the word (Matthew 8). 
 
JESUS went out of his way to avoid public approval or reward for His healing miracles (Luke 10:20). 
 -  He never sought fame or fortune through healing. 
 -  He never performed miracles indiscriminately. 
 -  He did not always heal everyone who needed healing. (John 5:3-5) 
 -  He never set special times or locations for healings. 
 -  His disciples never sorted through the crowds of the suffering masses to select those who would 

be healed – He would heal all who came. 
 
#3 –  IS GOD THE SOURCE OF ALL SICKNESS? NO. 
 -  In our text, He clearly said He was the source for the Egyptians (Exodus 15:26). 
  “I will put none of the diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians.” 
 -  Sometimes, as with the Egyptians, God is the Source. 
 
There are THREE basic sources for sickness: 
1. SIN. 
 -  Psalm 38:3, “There is no soundness in my flesh because of your indignation; there is no health in 
 my bones BECAUSE OF MY SIN.” 
 
2. STUPIDITY. 
 -  If you don’t take care of yourself, you’re guaranteeing that someone else will have to. 
 -  You can’t eat the wrong things, and do the wrong things and expect the right results. 
  • Olympic champions aren’t made at the donut shop or the all-you-can-eat buffet! 
 
3. SOVEREIGNTY. 
 -  John 9:2-3. “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, 
 “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in 
 him.” 
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ILL.  JONI EARECKSON TADA has lived the majority of her life, paralyzed, completely dependent upon 
others. 
 
Here’s what JONI said, “Certainly God can, and sometimes does heal people in a miraculous way today. 
But the Bible does not teach that He will always heal those who come to Him in faith. He sovereignly 
reserves the right to heal or not heal as He sees fit.” 
 
TIM HANSEL: “I have prayed hundreds, if not thousands of times for the Lord to heal me, and He finally 
healed me of the need to be healed.” 
 
There’s a 4th lesson we can learn: 
(4) You can get yourself in a position where God can heal you if He wills to do so. 
   
Exodus 15:26, “If you listen ... if you do what is right ... if you pay attention to My commands ... if you keep 
all My decrees ... then you’ll discover I’m Jehovah-Rapha: The God Who Heals.” 
 
ILL. People want to live like the devil and then run to God when they get in a crisis and say, “God, heal 
me.” 
 -  God’s not even listening. You have to meet His conditions. 
 
TONY EVANS: “Here’s the lesson I want to teach you from Marah: If you will follow my instructions, I will 
heal your bodies, your emotions, relationships and circumstances. But if you choose to walk the way the 
rest of the world does, you will not be immune from the world’s diseases.” 
 

-  Jesus healed impossible medical cases. (Lepers) He healed ten of them. (Luke 17) 
-  He proved He had power over muscular and nerve diseases. He healed paralytics. 
-  He healed a man with a withered hand. He healed the woman with the issue of blood. 
-  He gave sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf. 

 -  He raised the dead. 
 
•  He can heal relationships and marriages, homes, families, churches, nations. 
 -  He is the Healer. He is the Restorer. He is the Completer. He is JEHOVAH–RAPHA. 
 
John 10:10, “I have come that you might have life and that you might have it more abundantly.” 
 
•  If you want to live the ABUNDANT LIFE, you need to live the OBEDIENT LIFE.  
 
 -  We need to live life God’s way. 
 


