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“The JEHOVAH Names of God,” Message #2                                                  Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“JEHOVAH-SHALOM” 
(Text: Judges 6:11-24) 

 
•  Last Sunday, we looked at the first of 8 Jehovah names of God. 
 -  JEHOVAH-JIREH: The Lord Will Provide. God will provide what we can’t. 
 
•  This morning we are looking at the 2nd JEHOVAH name for God:   

JEHOVAH-SHALOM: The Lord Our Peace. 
 
READ:  Judges 6:1-2, 11-13, 23-24. 
 
•  The MIDIANITES were menacing and malicious. 
 Read: verses 3-5 
 
One commentator said: “There were so many Midianites coming against the Israelites that they seemed 
liked locusts; they couldn’t even be counted. They overran Israel’s crops. They devastated their 
farmland. They undid years’ worth of planting, toiling, and cultivating in just a short time. The Israelites 
did what was evil in the sight of God, so He removed His protective hand from them and allowed the 
Midianites to take control. 
 The Midianites didn’t overpower them on their own. God let them bring His people low as a 
consequence of Israel’s rebellious actions against Him. He let them hit rock bottom, just as He 
sometimes lies us hit rock bottom when we’ve walked away from Him in our hearts and in our actions.” 
 
•  This went on for SEVEN YEARS. 
 -  When Israel planted crops, the Midianites would destroy them or steal them. 
 -  The Israelites had fled up into the mountains and tried to find shelter in caves. 
 
We pick up the narrative in Judges 6.  
 -  Gideon is threshing wheat in a winepress, in secret, so the Midianites won’t see him and he’ll 
 have something to eat. 

Verse 11.  The “angel of the Lord” comes and sits under a tree to watch Gideon work. 
Verse 12.  “O mighty man of valor.”  (“Mighty warrior” – NIV) 
 

Verse 13.  Gideon asks a question people have pondered forever. 
 “If God is with us, why is all this bad stuff happening to us?” 
 
•  Some people erroneously believe there shouldn’t be any problems in their personal “promised land.” 
 -  No conflicts, challenges, difficulties, no giants, walled cities, mountains or opposition. 
 
Where do people get that? 
 -  When the Israelites came to the Promised Land they had to face all of that. 
  •  In order that they might NEED GOD, TRUST GOD, DEPEND on GOD and LOVE GOD. 
 
Verse 13b. “Where are all the great miracles God did for our fathers? They use to tell us about how God 
brought them up out of Egypt. Our story is God handed us over to the Midianites.” 
  
•  GIDEON knew the MESS they were IN was because they were on the OUTS with GOD. 
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Verse 14. The Angel of the Lord said, “Go in this might of yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian.” 
 -  GIDEON hadn’t fought a single battle or won a war of any kind. 
 
Verse 15. Gideon said, “But Lord, my family is the weakest in the tribe of Manasseh and I’m the youngest 
in my father’s house.” 
   
•  The “Angel of the Lord” said, “I’M sending you. It won’t be YOUR battle, it’ll be MINE. You won’t need 
YOUR strength. You’ll only need MINE.” 
 
 -  God doesn’t call the QUALIFIED. He qualifies the CALLED. 
 -  He regularly and sovereignly chooses the ORDINARY to do EXTRAORDINARY things. 
 
Verse 17.  Gideon asks for a sign to know this is really the Lord. 
 -  He brought out a meal of meat and unleavened cakes.  
 -  The “Angel of the Lord” told him to pour broth over the meat and unleavened cakes. 
  •  Then, He touched them with His staff, instant fire consumed all of it and He disappeared. 
 
Verse 24.  After that experience, Gideon realized it REALLY WAS the Lord and he built an altar and 
called it: JEHOVAH-SHALOM: The Lord Our Peace. 
 -  Which is REALLY STRANGE, because nothing had really changed about the circumstances. 
  •  The Israelites were still under seige from the Midianites. 
  
WHAT HAD CHANGED?  
 
•  The obvious fact about this story is that PEACE has absolutely nothing to do with tranquility. 
 -  Not a single thing had changed about Gideon’s circumstances.  Except the Lord gave Him peace. 
 
PEACE is totally misunderstood by most people. 
 -  Most people think peace means the absence of conflict and the elimination of all problems.  

 •  Biblically, that couldn’t be more wrong. 
 
The Angel of the Lord told Gideon to do three things: 
1. Pull down the altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole (Judges 6:25) 
 -  Asherah poles had a naked woman carved on them. 
 -  In one hand she held a LILY, in the other hand she held a SNAKE.   
  (The lily symbolized sex/femininity; the snake symbolized Satan.) 
  
2. Build an altar to God and give an offering (Judges 6:26-27) 
 -  Gideon did this, but he did it at night because he was afraid of what other people might think. 
 
3. Go to war with the Midianites (Judges 6:14) 
 -  Does that sound like tranquility? Does that sound like the absence of conflict? 
 
1 John 3:8.  “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.” 
 
Romans 16:20. “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” 
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•  Do the words “God of PEACE” and the words “CRUSH” and “DESTROY” go together? 
 -  They do in GOD’S BOOK. 
 
•  The Bible doesn’t teach a peace that somehow removes you from the realities of life. 
 -  The Midianites were oppressing the nation of Israel. Literally starving them to death. 
  •  There would be no peace in retreat, running or hiding from the Midianites. 
 
•  The peace of God that’s taught in the Bible is found in the MIDDLE of the storms of life. 
 
•  When you’re facing the biggest crisis of your life, you can find the peace that passes all understanding. 

-  When your finest plans are failing, you can find the peace of God. 
-  When the doctor comes out of the operating room and says, “There’s nothing more we can do.”   

•  You can find the peace of God. 
-  When your business collapses, your children disappoint you or your marriage falls apart . . . 

•  You can find the peace of God. 
 
•  The PEACE of GOD is NOT found running off to a retreat somewhere. It’s not found in escaping. 

-  It’s not found dodging reality. It’s not found hiding in a cave somewhere like Israel was. 
  
•  It’s facing the issues of life with GOD, knowing that, as JEHOVAH-SHALOM, in the worst of times, He 
will give you the best of His peace. 
 
John 14:27.  “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.” 
 
•  Israel was hiding in caves. (Some of you are trying to do that, too.) 
 -  They may not be physical caves. They may be mental or emotional caves. 
 -  Everything you have is under attack: your marriage, your children, your business, your finances. 
  •  And you’re trying to rationalize how good everything is. 
 
•  Christians aren’t supposed to bury our heads in the sand or go hide in a cave somewhere. 
 -  You and I will never have peace until we attack the problem. 
 
•  The Angel of the Lord told Gideon, “I want you to attack the problem. I want you to deal with the 
Midianites.” 
 -  We are called to battle against the forces of Satan. 
  •  James 1:7, “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” 
 
RESIST!  Does that go with peace?  It does in the Bible. 
 
•  Resist the pornography industry, the pressure to accept Bruce or Caitlynn or whoever that is now, the 
abortion clinics, the NC-17 movies, the drug traffickers, the alcohol and liquor industry, and all the anti-
Christ forces in America who are trying to remove JESUS from everything and everyone in our society. 
 
•  The Bible says in Ephesians 5 that we are “children of light” and we are to have no fellowship with the 
“fruitless deeds of darkness.” 
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James 4:4 says, “You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity 
(hatred) with God?” 
 
 -  If you want to be an enemy of God, stay in love with the world. 
 -  You say, “Can’t I mix and match?”  (Only if you want to go to Hell.) 
 
Proverbs 14:12.  “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” 
Romans 6:23.  “The wages of sin is death.” 
Matthew 12:30.  “He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.” 
 
What is the “WORLD”? Anything that is not under the canopy of God. 
 -  John 15:19. You can’t be loved by the world and loved by God. 
 
•  You can’t have the PEACE of God as long as the world has a PIECE of you. 
 -  Does the world love you? Do you love the world? 
  • Where do you feel more at home: The church? Or someplace far away from it? 
 
ILL. When I see a bird that looks like a duck, quacks like a duck, has webbed feet like a duck, paddles in 
the water like a duck, prefers to hang out with other ducks . . . I assume that’s a duck. 
 -  “Birds of a feather flock together.” 
  •  Wherever you feel most at home is where your heart is. 
 
ILL.  When Peter was released from jail, the first place he went was a prayer meeting.   

-  Not the local bar. 
 
•  We gravitate where our interests lie. We show up wherever we want to be. 
 -  WHERE you are is a testimony of WHO you are. 
  •  It’s not 6 days with one group and 1 day with the other. 
 
1 John 3:14, “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love our brothers.” 
 
•  The fact is: if you don’t love the brothers and sisters you have in Christ, if you don’t prefer them, then 
you belong to the other crowd. 
 
•  God told Gideon, “Tear down the altars and the Asherah poles.” (Represented idolatry, false religion 
and immorality.) 
 -  “Oh, we can’t do that. People will get mad.” 
 
•  God said, “Get the sword out, and knock it down.” 
 -  Judges 6:27-29. That’s exactly what Gideon did. 
 -  Judges 6:30. The whole town got so mad they wanted to kill Gideon. 
  •  That’s not the absence of tension, the absence of controversy, that’s not problem-free living. 
 
•  We sing, “Onward Christian Soldiers, marching as to war” without the slightest thought of ever being a 
soldier or being in a war. 
 -  Lying is still lying, even when it’s set to music. 
 
 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 

Page Five 
 
•  Christianity is not a CRUTCH to lean on or a CAVE to hide in. It’s a CONFLICT to engage in and you’re 
going to be more than a CONQUEROR through Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
 
You have to stand up to your problems. 
 
•  God told Gideon and the Israelites:  “Get out there and face the Midianites.  Deal with the problem 
head on and I’ll give you peace.” 
 
Luke 9:23, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow 
me.” 

-  Does that sound like PEACE?  It came from the “PRINCE of PEACE.” 
 
Luke 9:62, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of 
God.” 

-  Does that sound like peace?  The absence of tension?  No problems?  No difficulties?  A life of 
 ease and tranquility? 
 
Luke 9:24, “Whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.” 
 -  Does that sound like peace and quiet, ease and comfort? 

• You can’t build many organizations talking about getting killed every day. 
  
•  Why did Paul say, “The peace of God, which transcends all understanding”?  (Phil. 4:7) 
 -  Because it’s so foreign to everything we’ve ever been taught. 

•  It’s peace in the midst of the storms of life.   
•  It’s peace that comes from involvement and engagement, not detachment. 

 
• “God says, ‘I’m JEHOVAH-SHALOM.” You take your stand for Me and the people in the community will 
come after your hide – but I’ll come and give you a PEACE that transcends all understanding.” 
 
Judges 6:1. There can be no peace OF God until there is peace WITH God. 
 -  Their own disobedience and evil brought them misery. 
  •  When they got right with God, peace could come. 
 
Isaiah 48:22. “There is no peace,” says the Lord, “for the wicked.” 
 -  There is no peace for those who live in sin. 
 
•  People hide in caves and try to ignore the problem. 
 -  They tell their friends, “Things are fine.” But things are far from fine. 
 
Romans 14:17.  “The kingdom of God is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 
Galatians 5:22.  “The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace.” 
 
•  If you want to have the peace that surpasses all understanding, you have to have JEHOVAH-SHALOM 
in you. 
 
•  You can say all the right words, sing all the right songs, give generously in the offering, and attend 
church every Sunday.   

-  But, until you get reconciled with God, your life is going to be one miserable mess. 
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ILL.  The Prodigal Son (Luke 15). When he went home and made things right with his father, everything 
started working out. 
 
•  Are you in a hog pen this morning? 
 -  You say, “things are fine, pastor.” (In reality, you’re the prince of fools.) 
 
•  Peace comes from right living. Psalm 85:10, “Righteousness and peace kiss each other.” 
 -  Right living and peace go together. 
 
  •  God can’t save us from ourSELVES until He has saved us from our SINS. 
 
•  There won’t be PEACE on earth until JEHOVAH-SHALOM reigns on the earth. 
 
•  There won’t be PEACE until JEHOVAH-SHALOM rules and reigns in our hearts. 
 
 
Only one Person can give us PEACE: JEHOVAH-SHALOM. 
 
 -  He won’t remove us from our problems.  
 
•  BUT He will come and give us the peace that surpasses all understanding in the midst of them. 
 
 
 


