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“The JEHOVAH Names of God” Series, Message #4                                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“JEHOVAH-NISSI: The Lord Our Banner” 
 (Text: Exodus 17:8-16)  

 
Psalm 60:4, “You have set up a banner for those who fear you ...” 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 -  God had brought the Israelites out of Egypt.  
 -  He led them by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
 -  He miraculously parted the RED SEA. Told Moses to lift up his staff and He’d part the waters. 
 -  They made it across. When the Egyptians tried to cross, God told Moses to lift up his staff again. 
   
•  This time, God made the waters come together and every Egyptian who’d followed the Israelites into 
the Red Sea drowned. 
 -  Soon, the people began to grumble against Moses and Aaron because they were hungry. 
 -  God provided manna from Heaven and quail for them to eat, more than enough for everyone to 
 have more than enough. 
•  They came to REPHIDIM and there was no water to drink. The people began to grumble again. 
 
•  God told Moses to take his staff and strike a rock and water would come out of it. 
 -  Water might flow over rocks, or in between rocks. But water doesn’t come out of a rock. 
  •  Unless God did something supernatural. 
 
•  Having bread fall out of Heaven and quail show up on the ground apparently wasn’t enough for the 
Israelites to know God was supernaturally providing for them.  
 -  The people even had the audacity to ask, “WHERE’S GOD IN ALL THIS?” 
 
Exodus 17:7, “And Moses called the name of the place MASSAH and MERIBAH, because of the 
quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the Lord by saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or 
not?’” 
 WATER was the least of their worries. They were about to face a WAR! 
  
>> We pick up the narrative in verse 8.  READ: Exodus 17:8-16. 
 
REMEMBER: the people had been griping about the food and the water God had provided. 
 -  They’d even questionned where God was? “Is the Lord among us or not?”  
  Verse 8. “Then AMALEK came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.” 
 
Spiritual Principle #1: Don’t gripe about what God gives you or where He is. 
 -  They were griping and complaining and suddenly found themselves facing a WAR. 
  •  Have you stopped to consider the fact the current conflict we’re facing was caused by us? 
  
Verse 8. “Then AMALEK came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.” WHO IS AMALEK? 
 -  He’s the grandson of ESAU. Esau was one of the sons of Isaac, and a grandson of Abraham.  
 
Verse 9. “So Moses said to Joshua, ‘Choose for us men, and go out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I 
will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” 
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TONY EVANS: “When Moses said he would go to the top of the hill with the staff of God in his hand, he 
was referring to a simple shepherd’s crook. But this staff was significant because it had been sanctified. 
This is the same staff that had turned into a snake, ushered in the plagues, and opened up the Red Sea. 
Through it, God used the natural to perform the supernatural. And God brought victory to the Israelites in 
the battle against Amalek as long as Moses continued to hold up the staff. 
 This battle wasn’t decided by those who were fighting. The winners and losers weren’t determined 
by their own skill or power. Rather, the key was Moses’ posture with the staff of God – could he keep it 
raised, or would it be lowered? How the armies fared in the valley wasn’t tied to their education, 
finances, or notoriety. Instead, it was inextricably tied to what Moses did on the mountain.” 
 
Spiritual Principle #2: No one can achieve victory alone. 
 -  Moses got tired and he couldn’t keep his arms lifted toward Heaven. 
  •  If the victory was dependent upon him alone, they would’ve lost. 
   -  But Aaron and Hur stepped in and stepped up to help. 
 
•  As long as Moses held up the staff, the Israelites would be winning. 
 -  But when his arms got tired and he lowered the staff, the Israelites would begin to lose (vs. 11). 
 
Verse 12. “So they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur held up his 
hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side. So his hands were steady until the going down 
of the sun.” 
 
Don’t miss this: Do you know how long Moses held his arms and the rod of God up to Heaven?  
  
Verse 9. “So Moses said to Joshua, ‘Choose for us men, and go out and fight Amalek. Tomorrow, I will 
stand on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” 
 
Verse 12. “And they held up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side. So his hands 
were steady until the going down of the sun.” 
 MOSES HELD HIS HANDS UP ALL DAY – WITH THE HELP OF AARON AND HUR. 
 
•  We need your help here at Crossroads. We need you to hold up our hands.  
 -  Not just once a week, once a month or once a year. 
 
•  We need you to hold our hands up every day, every week, every month and every year. 
 -  We need you to hold up our hands with your prayers, your giving and your participation. 
 
•  We can’t win without you. No one of us can get the victory on our own. We need to help each other. 
 
Spiritual Principle #3: Victory comes from the Lord, but that doesn’t excuse us from the battle. 
 -  We have to do all we can do in the circumstances, challenges, trials and battles of life. 
  •  But we also have to realize that unless God is with us, victory will escape us. 
  2 Corinthians 6:1, Paul says the KEY is: “Working together with Him ...” 
 
•  When the Amalekites came against the Israelites, it was an ambush.  
 -  Here were the helpless Israelites, out in the wilderness, and everything they had was temporary. 
  •  They didn’t have an ARMY. They’d never fought a war. 
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WHAT WERE THEY GOING TO DO? Some things you can run from. Others you can hide from. 
 -  Neither of those strategies would work with the AMALEKITES. 
 
Spiritual Principle #4: There’s no subsitute for VICTORY! 
 -  General Douglas MacArthur was called home from KOREA by President Harry Truman. 
 -  He stood before Congress: “There is no substitute for victory. There is an alternative to victory:  
 DEFEAT. But there is no substitute for victory.” 
 
•  You’re in a fight for your spiritual life whether you know it or not. 
 -  Your family is under attack; your children; your marriage; your church; your world. 
  •  And there is no substitute for victory. 
 
•  Jesus didn’t teach us to go along to get along.  He taught us to overcome the world. 
 -  Worldly Christians are oxymorons. Actually, they’re traitors. 

-  There really is no such thing as a “worldly Christian.”  That’s like saying “heavenly devil.” 
  James 4:4.  “Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.” 
  
•  What some are calling tolerance and understanding today, the Bible calls sin & compromise. 
 -  You can’t have peace with the WORLD, the FLESH and the DEVIL. 
  •  You can only have peace when you overcome the WORLD, the FLESH and the DEVIL. 
 
•  Worldly Christians want privileges without responsibilities and promises without commandments. 
 -  They want to know: “How far can I go before it becomes sin?” 
 -  They want crowns without crosses. They want peace without having to pay a price for it. 
  •  That’s not possible. You can’t conquer without a conflict. 
 
•  There’s no substitute for victory with the devil. He’s a roaring lion and a raging liar. 
 2 Corinthians 11:14 says, “Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.”   
 
The devil slips in so gracefully and quietly, it seems almost unchristian to oppose him. 
 - We’re being told by the subtle, satanic, secular humanists to be tolerant. 
  •  The spirit of compromise, appeasement and political correctness is poisoning the church. 
   There’s no substitute for victory over the WORLD, the FLESH and the DEVIL. 
  
AMALEK had come out to war against the Israelites. 
 -  This was the first nation to attack the Israelites after they came out of Egypt. 
 
Exodus 17:14, “The Lord said, ‘I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under Heaven.’” 
 Verse 16. “The Lord will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation.”  
 
•  What God was saying to Amalek was: “I’m going to stay after you until I absolutely annihilate you.” 
 -  Absolute, complete, total victory.  (There is no substitute for victory.) 
  •  You don’t go to a surgeon and say, “Get 90% of the cancer and leave 10%.” 
  •  God doesn’t want us to have anything except absolute, total victory. 
   
•  Some are willing to settle for defeat. Willing to accept failure and content to be conquered. 
 -  That’s not what God wants. We serve a God of victory!  
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Spiritual Principle #5: If we want VICTORY, we need to rally under the banner of Jesus. 
 -  Verse 11. Moses lifted his hands toward Heaven and held the rod of God in his hand. 
  •  He was visibly demonstrating their dependence upon God. 
 
Verse 16. “Moses built an altar and called the place, JEHOVAH-–NISSI:‘The Lord Is My Banner’, saying, 
‘A hand upon the throne of the Lord’.” 
 -  We serve a God of absolute victory. Our God is a God of complete, total, victory! 

 •  We have absolute peace because Jesus absolutely defeated the devil at the cross! 
 
•  We’ve heard so much about how loving Jesus is we forget He was executed by Rome as an 
insurrectionist considered too dangerous to live. 
 -  The organized church of His day called Him a lunatic and a liar. They wanted Him gone. 
 
JEHOVAH NISSI issued the challenge of combat in Genesis 3:15, when He said, “the seed of the woman 
(JESUS) would crush the head of Satan.” 
 -  The Prince of Peace pulverized the prince of the power of the air at the cross on Calvary’s hill. 
 -  At the cross, Jesus said, “It is finished!” (He had crushed Satan’s head.) 
  •  The church needs to start acting like VICTORS instead of VICTIMS. 
 
WHY?  Because we are following JEHOVAH-NISSI: The Lord Our Victory. 
 -  We are marching behind the banner of the Cross.  (Talk about a symbol of victory.) 
  -  And we’re to be WARRIORS not WIMPS! 
 
Ephesians 6:12 (KJV) “We wrestle not against flesh and blood ...” 

-  Most Christians stop right there: “We wrestle not ...”  
 
•  They don’t want to believe there’s a REAL DEVIL. Or a REAL WAR going on. 
 
-  They want to come to church and sing, “Amazing Grace” and then ignore the God they just sang about 
and deny they were ever a wretch. 
 
AMALEK came after God’s people. He was the grandson of Esau. (Esau hated Jacob) 
 
•  This was Israel’s first war. How should they respond? Hold a peace conference? Sign a treaty?   
 -  Moses built an altar and called it: JEHOVAH NISSI: The Lord Our Banner. 
 -  God had promised a victory so complete (Ex. 17:14) even the archaeologists wouldn’t be able to  

find anything left. 
 
Spiritual Principle #6: Never settle for half a victory. 
 -  God is a God of absolute victory.  (I Samuel 15:1-3) 
 -  900 years later. God told Saul through Samuel, “Go destroy the Amalekites!”  
 
•  Saul didn’t do it. He didn’t completely destroy the Amalekites. He adjusted God’s plan a little. 
 -  So GOD made His own adjustments and got rid of him as King of Israel. (1 Samuel 15:23) 
 
•  God doesn’t need us adjusting, altering or even affirming His commands. 
 -  He just tells us to OBEY them. 
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1 Samuel 15:33. Samuel had King Agag brought to him and he cut him to death with a sword. 
 -  That’s not religious tolerance. It’s OBEDIENCE! 
 
•  We’ve lived in such a tolerant society so long, we’ve been duped into believing that “go along to get 
along” is the way to overcome evil. (That’s not what the name JEHOVAH NISSI means!) 
  •  It means you press on until you get the victory. You don’t quit until the job’s done.   

•  You don’t settle for second best, almost or the next best thing. 
 -  You put your foot on the neck of the enemy and say, “The victory is the Lord’s!” 
 
Isaiah 11:10.  He predicted One would come along to be the banner for the Gentiles. 
 “In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him and  

his place of rest will be glorious.” 
 

John 12:23.  “If I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men unto me.” 
 -  We rally around Jesus. He was lifted up as our banner of victory at the Cross. 
 
•  It’s time for the people of God to raise the banner here in the Dallas/Ft. Worth area and declare war on 
Satan and his hosts. 
  
Psalm 60:4. “For those who fear you, you have raised a banner.” JEHOVAH NISSI!! 
 -  We need to rally around Jesus and the cross. 
 
•  Get a glimpse of JEHOVAH NISSI: The Lord Our Banner.  

-  Our world has turned into a madhouse and the inmates are running the asylum. 
 -  Society says, “Get in step with the times.” No sir. We march to the beat of a different drummer. 
 
•  “You need to be tolerant and accept same sex marriage and the homosexual lifestyle.”  
 -  No sir, we don’t.   
 
We don’t have to accept: Abortion on demand; Removing the words, “One Nation Under God,” from the 
pledge of allegiance; Removing prayer from schools; Removing the Ten Commandments from public 
places; Removing nativity scenes and any mention of Jesus from public life. 
 
NO! We need to put our armor on, pull our swords out and rally behind JESUS and go get the victory! 
 
When David walked out to face Goliath, he didn’t say, “You wanna’ dance?” 
 -  He said, “I’ve come in the name of the Lord Almighty and I’ve come to take your head off!” 
 
•  We need to go for the victory. Every time. All the time.  

-  We need to be more passionate and persistent.  
 
•  Don’t quit! Don’t give up. Don’t walk away. That’s exactly what the devil wants you to do. 

-   Paul told Timothy: “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” (2 Tim. 2:3) 
 
•  When you understand who God is:  JEHOVAH NISSI:  The Lord Our Banner, you’ll realize there is no 
substitute for victory. 
 -  If you’ll stand for the Lord, He’ll give you the victory today and every day! 


