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“The JEHOVAH Names of God,” Message #3                                                  Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“JEHOVAH-ROHI: The Lord Our Shepherd” 
(Text: Psalm 23:1-6) 

 
•  It may be the best loved passage in the entire Bible. 
 -  It’s the single most requested Scripture to be read at funerals and memorial services, because of 
 the comfort and encouragement it gives. 
 
•  This Psalm, known as THE SHEPHERD’S PSALM was written by a shepherd – DAVID. 
 -  Israel’s greatest king got his start as a shepherd. 
  •  Most likely, he penned these words in the later years of his life.  
 
•  Some have suggested he wrote these lines out on the Judean hillsides as he was caring for his father’s 
sheep. 
 -  But the wisdom shared in these verses could only come from one who’d wandered and wavered, 
 suffered and struggled, one who’d been ruined and restored. 
 
That’s a perfect description of David’s life. 
  
•  He knew what life was like when things were GOING GREAT: Defeating the giant Philistine champion, 
GOLIATH, cheered on by the multitudes, becoming King of God’s chosen people. 
 
 -  He also knew what life was like when things were GOING BAD. 
 
•  In his early years, it was as if DAVID could DO NO WRONG. 
 -  But even KINGS face struggles just like every other sinner. 
 
•  David defeated the giant GOLIATH, but couldn’t defeat the GIANT of LUST, which resulted in an tragic, 
adulterous affair with Bathsheba.  
 -  In an attempt to cover up what they’d done, David had Bathsheba’s husband, URIAH, killed.  
 -  Later, the baby conceived by David and Bathsheba died. 
 
•  David experienced the grief of having his own daughter, TAMAR, sexually assaulted by one of his 
sons, AMNON. 
 -  Another son, ABSALOM, had AMNON killed. 
 -  Then ABSALOM tried to steal the kingdom from his father, David, and was killed. 
 
The wisdom of Psalm 23 reflects the life of one who’d wandered and wavered, suffered and struggled. 
 -  One who’d been ruined and restored. 
 
Listen carefully to these words.  READ: PSALM 23:1-6. 
 
•  When David wrote, “The Lord is my Shepherd,” he was referring to GOD. 
 -  When we read it, we think of JESUS. 
  •  That’s perfectly fine. Jesus said, “If you’ve seen Me, you’ve seen the Father” (John 14:9). 
 
Isaiah 40:11, prophesied the coming Messiah as a “shepherd.” 
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•  Jesus referred to Himself as the “Good Shepherd” (John 10:14). 
 -  He’s also called the “Great Shepherd” in Hebrews 13:20. 
  •  And referred to as the “Chief Shepherd” by Peter in 1 Peter 5:4. 
 
John 10:1-6.  The shepherd was the LEADER of the sheep, the FEEDER of the sheep and the 
PROTECTER of the sheep. 
 -  The quality of the SHEEP’S life was totally dependent on the SHEPHERD. 
 
Here in Psalm 23, David is announcing the Lord, JEHOVAH-ROHI, is “MY shepherd.” 
 -  It’s PERSONAL. He had a personal relationship with God. Do you? 
  
•  He doesn’t say, “The Lord WAS my shepherd.” He says, “The Lord IS my shepherd.” 
 -  Not only is this PERSONAL. It’s also PRESENT TENSE. (Right now.) 
 
•  It’s also POWERFUL. EL-SHADDAI, God Almighty, the Lord, JEHOVAH, that’s MY shepherd. 
 
 -  The Lord, Jehovah, who made man out of dust – that’s my Shepherd. 
 -  The Lord, Jehovah, who parted the Red Sea – that’s my Shepherd. 
 -  The Lord, Jehovah, who made the sun stand still for Joshua – that’s my Shepherd. 
 -  The Lord, Jehovah, who rained down fire from Heaven for Elijah – that’s my Shepherd. 
 -  The Lord, Jehovah, who sprinkled 10 million stars in the heavens – that’s my Shepherd. 
 -  The Lord, Jehovah, who holds the seven seas in the palm of His hand – that’s my Shepherd. 
 -  The Lord, Jehovah, who sits on the throne of Heaven and controls the universe by the very word 
 of His power – that’s my Shepherd. 
 
•  He’s not impersonal. He’s not far away and untouchable. He sees me, knows me, loves me and cares 
for me. 
 -  He leads me, feeds me, guides me and protects me.   
 -  He provides for me, walks with me and talks with me. He knows me by name. 
  •  That’s my Shepherd – JEHOVAH-ROHI. 
 
AT THE END OF EVERY DAY, THE SHEPHERD WOULD ALWAYS COUNT THE SHEEP. 
 -  If one was missing, he’d search the ravines and ditches to find that lost one. 
 -  The sheep were kept in a fold. Usually a cave-like area made of rocks. (Israel’s full of rocks.) 
 -  The shepherd would lie down at the mouth of the cave or the opening in the sheepfold. 
  •  The shepherd would literally lie down in the gate. 
 
John 10:7. Jesus said, “I am the gate for the sheep.” 
 -  “Nobody can get to the sheep unless they come over Me.” 
   
•  If the Lord is your Shepherd, when the devil comes to mess with you; He’s got to face JESUS first. 
 -  The devil always looks for people without a shepherd. 
 
Matthew 9:36.  Jesus had compassion on the people because they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. 
 
•  Some of you may find yourself in the deepest ditch of your life this morning. 
 -  You’ve lost your way. You’ve lost your joy. You’ve lost your finances. You’ve lost your friends. 
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•  You’re surrounded by wolves who’re just waiting to rip you to shreds. 
  
I’ve got good news for you . . .  JEHOVAH-ROHI is looking for you. 
 -  If you’ll call out to Him, He’ll find you. 
 
ILL.  The Shepherd’s staff had a crook on the end. It was used to get under the sheep’s legs and lift 
them up. 
 -  Thank God for the day JESUS came and lifted us up out of the ditches of sin. 
 
When we have JEHOVAH-ROHI, when the Lord is our Shepherd, we’ll never be in want. 
1) I shall not want for rest – because He makes me lie down (vs. 2a) 
2) I shall not want for refreshment – because He leads me beside still waters (vs. 2b) 
3) I shall not want for forgiveness – because He restores my soul (vs. 3a) 
4) I shall not want for direction – because He guides me in the right paths (vs. 3b) 
5) I shall not want for companionship – because even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
 of death – HE will be right there with me (vs. 4) 
6) I shall not want for success – because He prepares a table before me in the presence of my 

enemies (vs. 5) 
7) I shall not want for power – because He anoints my head with oil (vs. 5b) 
8) I shall not want for prosperity – because He makes my cup overflow (vs. 5c) 
9) I shall not want for anything (for my whole life) – because goodness and mercy will follow me all 
 the days of my life (vs. 6a) 
10) I shall not want for anything (in eternity) – because I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever  
 (vs. 6c) 
 
The Shepherd has absolute authority over the sheep. The sheep are to follow the shepherd. 
 -  It’s not the responsibility of the sheep to figure the shepherd out. 
 -  It’s not the responsibility of the sheep to question the shepherd’s decisions or directions. 
  •  It’s the responsibility of the sheep to follow the shepherd. 
 
The Shepherd always carried two things: a ROD & a STAFF (vs. 4b) 
 -  The ROD was used to strike the wolves. The STAFF was used to lead and lift the sheep. 
 
ILL.  Sometimes, the shepherd would use the rod on an unruly sheep. 
 -  He would break the leg of the sheep so the sheep would be totally dependent for a while. 
 -  At least 6 weeks. The sheep couldn’t go anywhere unless the Shepherd took him. 
  •  This made the Shepherd’s job harder. But he made the sacrifice to help the sheep. 
 -  That sheep would be closer to the shepherd than at any other time. 
 
ILL.  Philip Keller:  “A Shepherd Looks At Psalm 23” 

To get sheep to lie down, four requirements had to be met: 
1.  They have to be free from all fear. 
2. They have to be free from friction within the flock. 
3.   They have to be free from flies and parasites. 
4.   They have to be free from hunger. 

 
•  As long as the sheep were bothered by any of those four things, they’d stomp, snort and run, trying to 
rid themselves of whatever was tormenting them. 
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•  Some Christians are like that: always stomping and snorting. Always trying to run from some problem. 
 
Verse 2a. “He makes me lie down in green pastures.” (He doesn’t ASK ME. He MAKES me.) 
 -  He knows what’s good for me. 
 
•  Shepherds would lead their herds to green pastures so the sheep could feed and store fat so they 
could face the winter. 
 
•  If a sheep kept running around, using up all their resources, and didn’t receive proper nutrition, the 
results would be tragic. 
 -  A lot of Christians are like that. They confuse motion with progress. 
  •  They’re burning up their reserves. 
 
•  The sheep survived the winter because of the reserves they’d built up. 
 -  You and I need to be building up some spiritual reserves. 
 
Verse 2b.  “He leads me.” The shepherd experiences it first. 
 -  He sees the danger ahead and takes the first step. 
 
There are several things you need to know about SHEEP: 
1.   Sheep are moderately intelligent.  They’re not smart. (You’ve never seen a sheep at the circus.) 
2. Sheep have poor eyesight. (They can’t see what’s coming or what’s up ahead.) 
3. Sheep have a herd instinct that is fatal.  (They’ll follow each other right over a cliff.) 
4. Sheep are terrible fighters.  (Baaahd!) They can bleat and butt heads with other sheep. 
5. Sheep are lunch for a wolf if they get away from the shepherd. 
6. Sheep are totally dependent upon a shepherd. 
 
Verse 2. “He leads me.” He sees the deep ravine. He sees the ditch. 
 -  “Don’t go down there!” “But Lord, I feel led.” (And off you go with your poor eyesight.) 
 -  Proverbs 14:12. “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” 
 
Ever hear the expression: “Pull the wool over your eyes”? 
 -  Sheep think wolves are sheep because they can’t see past the wool in their own eyes. 
  •  The wool’s been pulled over their eyes. 
 
•  When the Shepherd strikes the wolf, the sheep react angrily (because they don’t see what the 
shepherd sees.) 
 
Verse 2b.  “He leads me beside still waters.” If the sheep gets wet in running water he’ll drown. 
 -  The wool, when it gets wet, is incredibly heavy. 
 
•  The sheep need pure, clean water. If you drink from the wrong water source, it could kill you. 
 -  What are you taking in? Where do you get your refreshment? 
  •  Are you quenching your thirst with things other than JESUS – the Living Water? 
 
Verse 3a. “He restores my soul.” He replenishes me – refreshes me – refills me and revives me. 
 -  You may be on your back and feel there’s no hope. But the Shepherd will restore your soul. 
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Verse 3b. “He leads me in paths of righteousness.” 
 -  Sheep will follow each other until the paths become ruts. 
  
•  Some Christians are like that. 

-  They’re walking the same paths this year they were walking 20 years ago. 
 

•  The Shepherd says, “Here’s a new green pasture.” 
-  But we sit on the side, feeding on an old, dry, stale, baloney sandwich. 
-  God says, “Behold, I am doing a new thing.” God wants to continually lead us to new pastures. 
 •  Yet, we’re content to munch on 20 yr. old straw. 

 
Verse 4. The valley is not the end. It’s merely the passage to the high country. 
 -  The greenest pasture is in the valley. 
  •  In the valley you get the personal attention of the Shepherd like no other time. 
  
Verse 4b. “I will fear no evil, for you are with me.” 

-  We are comforted by the Shepherd walking with us and watching over us. 
 
Verse 5.  “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.”   

-  God always gives us the best of things in the worst of times. 
 
Proverbs 16:7, “When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, He makes even his enemies live at peace 
with him.” 
 -  How would you like to have a public relations firm like that? 
 
Verse 5b. “You anoint my head with oil.”   
 -  Flies and parasites don’t bother me. My Shepherd takes care of the little things no one else sees. 
  •  We don’t have to be bothered by anything so we can rest and enjoy the fresh green pastures. 
 
Verse 5c. “My cup overflows.” I always have more than I need and everything I need. 
 -  God’s abundance is always greater than my circumstance. 
 
Verse 6a. “Surely (absolutely, without question, no doubt about it) goodness and mercy (love) will follow 
me all the days of my life.” 
 
•  Goodness takes care of my STEPS. Mercy takes care of my STUMBLES. 
 
Verse 6b.  “And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 
 -  My Shepherd, takes care of me right now, and will care for me forever! 
 
Don’t miss this: 
 -  Verse 6, “and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever,” can only happen if verse 1 is true: 
  “The Lord is MY SHEPHERD.” JEHOVAH-ROHI. 
 
John 10:14. “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me . . .” 
 
Do you know the Lord this morning? 


